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Research on David and Goliath

Facts about King David

Youngest son of Jesse

Samuel anoints him to be the next king

“the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward”

Samuel the prophet rejects Saul: and Saul becomes depressed

David: gifted musician on the lyre; listens to David play for him

Mighty man of valor

Handsome, popular

Becomes personal attendant on the king and his armor bearer

Slays Goliath: a nine-foot giant at the Valley of Elah near Gath

Saul set David over his armies and he became a great warrior and a national hero. He married Saul’s daughter

Was loved by the people, by Jonathan – Saul’s son (became his best friend)

Saul became his enemy continually out of jealousy and envy.

· David cuts off the robe of Saul and could have killed him (Ein Gedi)

David became king at 30 years of age. (around 1000 BC)

Eventually Israel along with Judah adopted his leadership and for the first time all the tribes were under one rule. (United Kingdom)

David conquered Jerusalem (called the “City of David) and made it the capital and ruled for 33 years, consolidating and extending the borders through wars and victories. 

David commits adultery with Bathsheba; and has her husband killed in battle

David’s enfant son dies

Solomon is born to David and Bathsheba

David’s oldest son Absolom tries to take over the kingdom, eventually dies in battle

David continues to fight with the Philistines throughout his life

After reigning forty years, David dies.  His sons split the kingdom into two main sections – Israel and Judah 

David: 

1. brought the Ark to Jerusalem and put it in the tabernacle 

2. Wanted to build a Temple, but God told him his son would do that (Solomon)

3. Exemplified: righteousness, humility, moral and spiritual courage, an unwavering reliance on God, mercy toward his enemies, and true kingship.

4. He prayed often for divine direction

5. He inquired of the Lord

6. He sought His face that God’s law might be the law of Israel

7. He acknowledged God as Israel’s true sovereign

8. Wrote 75 of the Psalms: show the character of the man

9. He meditated on God’s love and goodness

I Sam.17: 4,8,11,32,38,39, 40,45,50
What are the shepherd-like qualities that David exemplified?

watchfulness; 

alertness; gentleness;
 humility; tender-care; 
patience; love
David was compelled to watch over the family sheep, while his brothers were out doing something exciting and brave
While David was watching the sheep, he wrote poetry, prayers, and songs for his lyre.

We are still singing or reading those Psalms today for inspiration. 
He wasn’t just killing time; he was growing spiritually.
David was the youngest. He was asked to stay at home instead of going out to battle in the exciting adventure of his brothers. (innocent; pure)
He didn’t rebel; didn’t feel a sense of injustice that he was the one who had to stay back.

He was obedient and humble.
He had developed an understanding of God’s power and ever-presence through practice, overcoming the bear and the lion  (perhaps today these might be material medica and false theology.)
He was being obedient and was doing his duty, day in and day out, and he was ready when the call came.
4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Gō-lī´-ăth, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 
“A champion – literally, ‘a man between the two camps:’ i.e., one who did not fight in the ranks like an ordinary soldier, but came forth into the space between the hostile camps to challenge the mightiest man of his enemies to come and fight him” (Barnes online).
“Goliath. The Philistine champion who was slain in combat by David in the Valley of Elah. Goliath is included among the descendants of the giants, who, probably as foreign mercenaries serving with the Philistines, took up their residence in Gath. His enormous stature and herculean armor struck terror into the army of Saul during the forty days he defiantly challenged it to provide a champion for a trial by combat, whose outcome would determine the fate of the war” (IDB 2. 439).

“It is difficult to translate the Hebrew weights and measures accurately into modern figures, and the estimates of scholars vary. The cubit was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger. The span was the distance from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the little finger when the fingers are spread, and was the approximate equivalent of half a cubit. Naturally these measurements varied according to the height of the people who used them. The Israelites were a comparatively small people, and the most probable estimate for the cubit in use in Palestine is about 17.5 inches. This puts the heights of the Philistine giant at about 9 ½ feet, which may seem like an exaggeration, but it appears from II Sam. 21:15-22 that the Philistines had a number of men of unusual height in their service” (IB 2.972).
8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. 

choose ye a man; a personality;  personal sense, that we may fight

intimidation

terrorist qualities of thought

animal propensities

error is never a person, but always a suggestion, although sometimes an aggressive suggestion
If we ever see error as personal, then we are being mesmerized by the problem. Impersonalize the error, and handle it at the door of one’s own thought.

Goliath stood over the Israelites and mesmerized them day in and day out for forty days

They were paralyzed with fear.

Animal magnetism argued its great weight, size, solidity, bragging its physical power and so-called might. 
11When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 
Dismayed is chathath in Hebrew which means “to be shattered, broken, afraid, scared, break in pieces, break down, terrify. 
16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days.

“Forty days successively, as the opposing armies had stood marshaled in battle-array, Goliath of Gath – a descendant of those giants that had been left at the time of Joshua  - had stepped out of the ranks of the Philistines to challenge a champion of Israel to single combat, which should decide the fate of the campaign, and the subjection of either Israel or the Philistines. Such challenges were common enough in antiquity. But it indicated a terrible state of things when it could be thrown down and not taken up, -- a fearful ‘reproach’ when an ‘uncircumcised Philistine’ could so ‘defy the armies of the living God’ ” (I Sam. 17:8-10, 26, 36)” (Edersheim 468).
32 And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 

Fail is naphal in Hebrew which means “fall, be cast down, prostrate oneself before, fall short.” 
First: David handled the fear

Saul’s weapons were the same as Goliath’s: pride of power; vaunting arrogance; greed, fear; looking to human help instead of God; vain-glory; self
David did not want to use the armor of another, He had not proved it!

David used the understanding that he had proved,

He did not rely on human aid
He turned to God completely for help

38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.
Armed is labash in Hebrew which means “clothe, wear, fully clothed, dressed, wrap around, figuratively arm, array oneself. 
II Cor 10:4,5

4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
39 . . .And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him. 

Girded in Hebrew is chagar which means “put on a belt, gird oneself, bind on a belt, armor.”

Proved is nacah in Hebrew which means “to test, to try, put to the proof.” 

“When David was about to go forth to meet the Philistine of Gath, we are told, ‘Saul armed David with his armor, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.’ But, the narrative continues, ‘David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them;’ and he put them off. Here is a very impressive and far-reaching lesson for every one who would gain a true sense of disarmament; for it must be recognized that the question of arming and disarming is primarily mental, and that there can be no just appreciation or estimation of this activity apart from thought and its resultant effect. David was quick to see that the king was burdening him with the same weapons the Philistine carried; and he discerned that these outward symbols of material pride of power, vaunting arrogance, and rapacious greed, induced by fear and augmented by kingly superiority and place, were not the mental qualities which would disarm error of its audacious effrontery and aggressiveness” (Philips, CSJ)

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 
“The sling could be a formidable weapon, especially in the hands of such experts as the picked corps of left-handed Benjamites (Judg. 20:16)” (IB 2.977).
“. . . once again seeing the opportunity to prove the ever-presence and the omnipotence of God, good, David  chose ‘five smooth stones out of the brook,’ – perhaps comparable to a willingness to stand alone with God, with courage in the right, singleness of purpose, righteousness of motive, and selfless devotion to do the day’s work well, -- and went forth with sling in hand” (Philips, CSJ).

David’s weapons:

shepherd’s bag: humility and simplicity; childlike trust
sling: our knowledge of the Truth 

armed and ready to meet the foe

send out a swift defensive blow

strike quickly and tellingly 

annihilate Goliath’s boasting 
5 smooth stones: 

the understanding of Mind against the belief of matter

the ever-presence and all power of God, good
willingness to stand alone with God
courage in the right (moral courage)
singleness of purpose
righteousness of motive
selfless devotion and complete obedience to God

45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

“The title Yahweh (the Lord of hosts) is defined as the God of the armies of Israel” (IB 2.978).
“Has there ever been recorded a more convincing or complete spectacle of disarmament? The error which had terrified and mesmerized the Israelites for days had been silenced in the only way it ever could have been effectually destroyed. Here was a scientific demonstration of disarmament; for, in order correctly and conclusively to disarm, there must be a right concept of armament; and David had proved, on more than one occasion, that the weapons needed to disarm, as Paul tells us, in his second epistle to the Corinthians, ‘are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ’ (Philips, CSJ).

46 This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; 

“In true Oriental fashion David replies to the Philistine’s brave words with equally bad language, heightened to something far bolder by his confidence in Jehovah” (Dummelow 191). 
48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 

David is so unafraid that he RUNS to meet the foe;

So confident in God’s presence and power.

“Words ceased. Slowly the Philistine giant advanced to what seemed easy victory. He had not even drawn the sword, nor apparently let down the visor of his helmet, -- for was not his opponent unarmed? And a well-directed thrust of his spear would lay him bleeding at his feet. Swiftly the shepherd ran to the encounter.” (Edershiem 472).
49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 

 “It is notable that the human instrument through which wisdom accomplished Goliath's downfall was a little stone in the hand of a boy. How large was Goliath really, how powerful, how much to be feared when such a small missile understandingly wielded could meet his challenge? It is evident that it was not a giant but the mistaken belief in the power of a giant which had controlled both armies for so many days and prolonged the battle. The element which needed to be destroyed in order to liberate the hosts was the mesmerism wielded by a liar. The armies had not discovered this; military tactics had not revealed it; situation was helpless, hopeless before it. But one man's spiritual understanding of the omnipotence of God and of the supreme ever presence and activity of His law of preservation for His creation instantly detected and overcame the trouble. 

“David was not a victim of the malicious mental malpractice exercised morning and evening by Goliath, the carnal mind, when it bragged of its domination; neither was he its dupe when as animal magnetism it displayed its great weight, size, and solidity. His divine insight enabled him to know just where to hit it, and the direct blow of true understanding aimed at error's forehead, or false claim of intelligence in matter, sufficed to win the battle. David did not hesitate or fear to go to war, to enter the trench, or to venture beyond, because he acknowledged no war zone from which God's law could be excluded or where it did not work. 

error destroyed itself with its own sword
· David did not leave the field until he saw the giant was beheaded; every vestige and trace of error had been wiped out 
· David slung the stone at Goliath’s forehead: or false claim of intelligence in matter
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 

Steps (qualities of thought) in David’s treatment:

1. Realization: first recognized the omnipotence of Truth and the impotence of error
2. Impersonalized error: saw that error was not a reality or a person, but a mesmerizing false belief

3. Handled the fear

4. Refused to go forth in Saul’s armor: refused to be weighed down with aid he had not proved; didn’t use untried armor

5. Used the weapons (Truths) he had at hand; those he had proved
6. David answered the boastfulness of Goliath with the arguments of Truth; 
7. Radical reliance: relying absolutely on God to deliver him
8. Courageous: expressed moral courage not physical courage
9. Confidence: David was confident that he would be victorious because he had God on his side, so he ran to meet the problem.
10. Thorough: David did not leave the field until every vestige and trace of the error was destroyed
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