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Research on:  Healing of the Sick of the Palsy

Matthew 9:2-8

“According to the fuller accounts in Mark and Luke, the bed of the paralytic was carried by four men, who, unable to approach Jesus for the crowd, ascended to the roof of the house by the outside stairs with which most Eastern houses are furnished, and making a hole in the flat roof, let down the bed by cords in front of Jesus, who was addressing a great multitude” (Dummelow 656).
2  And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.

 “Not only drunkenness, but various other sins of self-indulgence produce paralysis. Jesus, who knew at a glance the whole history of the case, first removed the sick man’s spiritual trouble, and then healed him” (Dummelow 656). 

In Science and Health, with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy describes the disease as a function of mortal mind.

“Palsy is a belief that matter governs mortals, and can paralyze the body, making certain portions of it motionless. Destroy the belief, show mortal mind that muscles have no power to be lost, for Mind is supreme, and you cure the palsy” (S&H 375:21). 

“Lying on a bed.  This was probably a mattress, or perhaps a mere blanket spread to lie on, so as to be easily borne. Being light, Jesus might with propriety command him to take it up and walk” (Barnes 43).

It is always important to pay attention to whatever Jesus says and does in his healing work and also to be aware of the specific words used in the text. 

See is eido in Greek which means “to perceive with the eyes, to discern, to turn the mind to, to behold, perception as denoted by eido when conceived of as completed, permits the sensuous element to be forgotten and abides merely as an activity of the soul” (Thayer 173).

It is a mental quality of insight and conviction. It says that Jesus saw their faith. 

Faith in Greek is pistis which means ‘the conviction of the truth of anything, the conviction of good, confidence or belief that [Jesus] could heal him’ ” (Thayer 512).

One word for son or child is huios in Greek. “Huios gives evidence of the dignity of one’s relationship and likeness to God’s character”  (Hebrew-Greek Key 1764). One who is Godlike is the image and likeness of God. Was this Jesus’ son? Was he really saying to this man, ‘Do you know who you really are as God’s child, his precious son?’

“Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. It may seem remarkable that, since the man came only to be healed, Jesus should have at first declared his sins forgiven. For this the following reasons may be suggested: The man might have brought on this affection of the palsy by a long course of vicious indulgence. Conscious of guilt, he may have feared that he was so great a sinner that Christ would not regard him. He therefore assured him that his offences were pardoned, and that he might lay aside his fears.  The Jews regarded disease as the effect of sin. There is a real connexion between sin and suffering, as in the case of gluttony, intemperate drinking, lewdness, debauchery” (Barnes 43).

The word forgiven is aphiemi which means “to send away, to yield up, to let go, to leave, to give up and keep no longer, to forsake” (Thayer 88-89).
Mary Baker Eddy explains the relationship between sin and sickness in her writings:

 “Physical and mental healing were one and the same with this master Metaphysician” (No. 31:21-22). 

 “To cure a bodily ailment, every broken moral law should be taken into account and the error be rebuked” (S&H 392:4-5).
“A moral question may hinder the recovery of the sick” (S&H 419:1 [only]).
“The procuring cause and foundation of all sickness is fear, ignorance, or sin” (S&H 411:20-21).
3  And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.
The scribes had come from every village in Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem, partly out of curiosity to hear Jesus and also to try to confound Jesus on theological points, if possible. However, their own teaching had no divine authority and the people recognized that. “[Jesus] taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29, KJV).
“Some teachers of the law muttered among themselves that Jesus was blaspheming. It is God alone who forgives sin, since it is against him only that men commit sin. The verb blasphemo often means ‘slander’; and when something is said that slanders God, the modern meaning of ‘blaspheme’ is not far away. Though among Jews in Jesus’ day the precise definition of blasphemy was hotly disputed, the consensus seemed to be that using the divine name was an essential element. Here the teachers of the law in their whispered consultation, expanded blasphemy to include Jesus’ claim to do something only God could do” (EBC 222).

“This man blasphemeth. The word blaspheme originally means to speak evil of any one, to injure by words, to blame unjustly. When applied to God, it means to speak of him unjustly, to ascribe to him acts and attributes which he does not possess or to speak impiously or profanely. It also means, to attempt to do or say a thing which belongs to him alone, or which he only can do” (Barnes 44).

4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?
“In this situation it would not have been difficult to surmise what the teachers of the law were whispering about. Jesus’ charge probed beyond their talk of blasphemy to what they were thinking in their hearts. And what they were thinking was untrue, unbelieving, and blind to what was being revealed before their eyes” (EBC 222).

The scribes were skeptical and unconvinced. Instead of recognizing the import of Jesus’ new teaching of God, they accused him of departing from tradition. Scholastic theology was a barrier and obstruction to their receptivity to healing. But Jesus read their thoughts and questioned their hardness of heart.

 “Our Master read mortal mind on a scientific basis, that of the omnipresence of Mind.
“Jesus could injure no one by his Mind-reading. The effect of his Mind was always to heal and to save, and this is the only genuine Science of reading mortal mind” (S&H 94:28-29, 32-3).
“The greater or lesser ability of a Christian Scientist to discern thought scientifically, depends upon his genuine spirituality. This kind of mind-reading is not clairvoyance, but it is important to success in healing, and is one of the special characteristics thereof” (S&H 95:13),
5  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?
“Whether is easier,’ said he, ‘to say, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and walk?’ The former, of course, is easier. Any impostor can say, ‘Thy sins are forgiven,’ because it is impossible for men to know whether the words have taken effect or not. But not everyone can say, ‘Arise, and walk,’ because if such words are spoken without authority, the speaker is at once convicted of imposture” (Dummelow 656).

To profess the power to forgive sins is easy because the change occurs within the consciousness of the one being forgiven and no one can visually see it. But to ask a paralytic man to get up and walk, there must be visible proof. 
6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.
Jesus truly had divine authority to forgive sins. If God can forgive them, then certainly His image can. “He did the miracle which they could see that they might know that he had done the other one that they could not see” (EBC 8.633).

Arise in Greek is egeiro which means “to arouse from sleep, to awaken, to rise up” (Thayer 165). Jesus did not assist him physically. The man had to do it himself. 

Perhaps Jesus revealed to the man that the bed no longer dominated him because he had dominion over all the mortal lies associated with the concept of bed. The burden of a guilty conscience was gone and he was free! We all can exercise the divine authority that our Leader describes in Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.

“Exercise this God-given authority. Take possession of your body, and govern its feeling and action. Rise in the strength of Spirit to resist all that is unlike good. God has made man capable of this, and nothing can vitiate the ability and power divinely bestowed on man” (S&H 393:10).
7  And he arose, and departed to his house.
Absolutely no recovery time was needed, no physical therapy, no recuperation, no process. Jesus spoke the Word and immediately the man was free! There is nothing between God and His image. When sinful beliefs are eliminated through Christ, Truth, the outward manifestation vanishes. Without a cause, there can be no effect.
8  But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.
“They glorified God.  To glorify God, here, means to praise him, or to acknowledge his power. The expression, which had given such power to men, was a part of their praise” (Barnes 44).
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Abbreviation key:
EBC = The Expositor’s Bible Commentary

No.  =  No and Yes
S&H  =  Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures

