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Research: The Comforter

John 14:16, 17, 26
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

Jesus promises only one appearance after he’s gone, and he describes it in terms of a “Comforter.” 

In verse 16 the word “Comforter” is used for the first time.  The Greek is parakletos.  It derives from the verb parakaleo and has a wide range of meanings according to The New Interpreter’s Bible.  Some of those definitions include “to exhort, to encourage, to comfort, to console, to call upon for help, to appeal.”  The noun form can mean “one who comforts, one who helps, the one who makes appeals on one’s behalf” (NIB.9.747).

“‘Paraclete’ – we may conclude – has a specific meaning that can hardly be conveyed in one word . . . but . . . the dominant idea is of someone who offers assistance in a situation in which help is needed” (Ridderbos 503).

Thayer’s Greek/English Lexicon of the New Testament gives the Greek meaning of parakletos in these words:  “one who pleads another’s cause before a judge, counsel for the defense, legal assistant; an advocate” (Thayer 3875).

According to one scholar, the Comforter is given  in order that the divine presence may be with the disciples continually after the ascension (Barrett 463).  

“The reference in 16 to the Paraclete as ‘another Paraclete’ has the obvious implication that Jesus has been a Paraclete, since the other Paraclete is coming when Jesus departs” (AYB John xiii-xxi.644).
“In the words of St. John: ‘He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.’ This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science” ( S&H 55:27).

17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Verse 17 is the first of three instances where the Comforter is described as the “Spirit of truth.”  That phrase can also be found in John 15:26 and 16:13.  

The Anchor Bible suggests that the Greek meaning is, “the Spirit which communicates truth” (AYB John xiii-xxi.639).
The next phrase in verse 17 is: “whom the world cannot receive” or “cannot accept.”  This indicates to some scholars that the Comforter won’t be popular with the world.  “The experience of the Spirit is inward and spiritual: this the world cannot grasp” (Dummelow 799).

The phrase, “dwelleth with you” is understood by scholars to mean that the Comforter’s presence will be in the Church (Dummelow 799).  So do we have stated for us the relationship of the Comforter to Church – they’re inseparable?
26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

“One of the primary functions of the Paraclete is to teach. . . .in John the Paraclete reminds the believer not of anything within himself but of the spoken, though not fully understood, words of Jesus.  There is no independent revelation through the Paraclete, but only an application of the revelation in Jesus” (Barrett 467).
“. . .the Paraclete will enable the disciples to see the full meaning of Jesus’ words” (AYB John xiii-xxi.650).

“The Paraclete’s mission is the completion of Jesus’ mission” (AYB John xiii-xxi.653).
Dummelow has for “in my name”:  “as my full Representative, endowed with all my powers, and with a mission to promote my cause in the world” (Dummelow 800).

Commenting on the biblical phrase, “bring all things to your remembrance,” F.F. Bruce writes that the function of the Comforter is “remembrancer and interpreter” (Bruce 305).
