“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed, John 8:31

If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed (John 8:31) 
The Greek word translated continue here is menō—a term that also means dwell, endure, or remain. Theologian William Barclay lists four components of remaining in the Word: listening to it, learning from it, penetrating deeper into its meaning, and obeying it. 

Disciple (Greek, mathētēs) means learner or pupil. Jesus is urging his followers to be lifelong students of the Word. 
Peterson renders, “If you stick with this, living out what I tell you,” and NEB translates, “If you dwell within the revelation I have brought, you are indeed my disciples.” 

Barclay comments, “Few NT passages have such a complete picture of discipleship as this… Discipleship means constantly remaining in the word of Jesus and that involves … constant listening to the word of Jesus, … constant learning from Jesus, … constant penetrating into the truth which the words of Jesus bear … [and] constant obeying of the word of Jesus.” Discipleship was dependent upon more than impulsive or inquisitive faith. Many of Jesus' early followers found the way difficult and "walked no more with him" (6:66). Although the word "indeed" translates two different Greek words in vv. 31 and 36, the meaning "truly" applies in both cases. IB points out the contrast between the real and false, implied by the word "truly," which indicates that there is a real discipleship that alone can lead to the freedom of which Jesus spoke. One source describes continuing in Jesus’ word as “yielding to it entire acquiescence, as the absolute reality of things, as the truth about God and man” (The Pulpit Commentary). 

 “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”

John 8:32

know: in Greek is ginosko


- to distinguish what is real from what is not


- to perceive, understand, discern, distinguish


- to perceive with the mind


- to have a clear perception of truth

truth: aletheia


- reality


- what is real and factual and actual, not counterfeit


- no error, no lie, no falsity

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (John 8:32) 
"Truth" has special meaning in John's Gospel. As Rudolph Bultmann explains in Theology of the New Testament: "… the basic meaning of 'truth' in John is God's reality, which, since God is the Creator, is the only true reality.

 The emancipating knowledge of the truth ... is not the rational knowledge of the reality of that-which-is in general; such a knowledge would at best free one from the prejudices and errors occasioned by tradition and convention. No, this knowledge of the truth is the knowledge, granted to men of faith, of God's reality; it frees one of sin.... The bondage, therefore, to which the world has surrendered itself, consists in this: that by disavowing God the creator as its origin it falls into the hands of Nothing. 

And freedom is this: that, by acknowledging the truth the world opens itself to the reality from which alone it can live." According to WBC, knowing the truth entails "a grasping of the revelation of God in Christ ... and so the salvation of the kingdom which he brings. As the revelation in Christ is inseparable from his redemptive action, the knowledge of the truth is not alone intellectual, but existential; hence it is life under the saving sovereignty of God…." WBC continues by comparing the freedom brought about by this truth to the Exodus experienced by the OT people. There Israel found release from physical slavery and journeyed to the Promised Land of Canaan. In this second Exodus, God's people are emancipated from slavery to the world's ways, and are being drawn into the freedom which characterizes the kingdom of God. 

The Gospel of John celebrates truth, using the words true or truth over forty times. In Jesus’ farewell discourse to the disciples, the writer records three references to the promised Comforter as “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16, 17). The final mention of truth in this book is in Pilate’s pointed question, “What is truth?” (18:38).” (Periodical Bible Notes)
What does it mean to “know the truth?”

Un. 7:20-22 that an acknowledgment of the per-
fection of the infinite Unseen confers a power nothing else 
can. 
acknowledgment: to acknowledge means to admit to be true


- to declare the Truth of something


- an admission of truth as a fact or principle

We can’t know a lie! You cannot know that 2 + 2 = 5, because it does not! You can only believe it!

We can never know sin, disease or anything that seems inharmonious, because it does not! we can only believe it!

Where do we learn what is real and what is a lie?  THE WORD

How did Jesus pray? What was he thinking, what was he knowing that healed so effectively?

12:13-15 (protests)
12:13-15
. . . Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and con-
scientious protests of Truth, — of man’s likeness to 
God and of man’s unity with Truth and Love.
protests:

- solemn declarations of fact

- affirmation, acknowledgement of what is real

- to call as a witness in affirming or denying

What do we treat? How does know the truth have any effect? What really needs healing?

* NEVER treat man, never treat a ‘sick’ man

* Always treat the suggestion that man is sick

The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man

is, not shall be, perfect and immortal.

428:22

To ‘really know the truth’ wouldn’t deal with a real disease, but with a false suggestion.


The false suggestion is all there is to the problem. 

Jargon: to know the truth sometimes means we are going to call up a line from some place and eliminate an imperfect condition.

We are going to fix matter with truth.

“KNOW THE TRUTH” means knowing or being conscious of what is already true!   Absolute acknowledgment of present perfection! (MBE’s definition of treatment)
We sometimes say,

“I’m sick, what can I do to get well?  I know I’ll affirm I AM WELL, that will stop me from being sick.

It is not a tool to use to make the sick well.

We affirm “I AM WELL” because “ I AM WELL”.

If we begin a treatment to improve an imperfect condition, STOP!


You have been mesmerized!

You are well, before you give the treatment!
Treatment is being conscious of ever-present reality.
