Taking Exams

I. Preparation:

A. Decide now that you will trust God all the way while preparing for the exam. After you have decided to rely on God never doubt for a minute the efficiency and certainty of your method. Remember, you are not a student taking a test who is a Christian Scientist, rather, a Christian Scientist who is fulfilling an opportunity.

Ps 86:11-12

II Tim 1:7

II Cor 9:6-8

S&H 326:16-20

S&H 454:18-24

S&H 323:9-12

S&H 393:16-18

B. Become so close to God that you feel His every-presence.

Quiet, Lord, my froward heart,

Make me gentle, pure, and mild,

Upright, simple, free from art;

Make me as a little child,

From distrust and envy free,

Pleased with all that pleaseth Thee.

What Thou shalt today provide

Let me as a child receive,

What tomorrow may betide

Calmly to Thy wisdom leave;

'Tis enough that Thou wilt care,

Why should I the burden bear?

As a little child relies

On a care beyond its own,

Being neither strong nor wise,

Will not take a step alone,

Let me thus with Thee abide,

As my Father, Friend, and Guide.
Hymn 291

C. Don’t open a book until you know that God is opening it with you.

D. Don’t allow any fearful thoughts about time, former tests, competition, lack of intelligence, or self-condemnation to enter your consciousness.
Ps 118:8

Prov 3:5-6

S&H 260:13-18

S&H 261:4-7

E. Listen to God. God knows all. He knows what you should study. Listen to Him. He won’t overlook anything. You might.

Ps 91:1,2,11

Ps 19:1-3

Ex 3: 11,12 to :

Hymn 9

All glory be to God most high,

And on the earth be peace,

The angels sang, in days of yore,

The song that ne'er shall cease,

Till all the world knows peace.

God's angels ever come and go,

All winged with light and love;

They bring us blessings from on high,

They lift our thoughts above,

They whisper God is Love.

O longing hearts that wait on God

Through all the world so wide;

He knows the angels that you need,

And sends them to your side,

To comfort, guard and guide.

O wake and hear the angel-song

That bids all discord cease,

From pain and sorrow, doubt and fear,

It brings us sweet release;

And so our hearts find peace.

Hymn 304

Shepherd, show me how to go

O'er the hillside steep,

How to gather, how to sow, — 

How to feed Thy sheep;

I will listen for Thy voice,

Lest my footsteps stray;

I will follow and rejoice

All the rugged way.

Thou wilt bind the stubborn will,

Wound the callous breast,

Make self-righteousness be still,

Break earth's stupid rest.

Strangers on a barren shore,

Lab'ring long and lone,

We would enter by the door,

And Thou know'st Thine own;

So, when day grows dark and cold,

Tear or triumph harms,

Lead Thy lambkins to the fold,

Take them in Thine arms;

Feed the hungry, heal the heart,

Till the morning's beam;

White as wool, ere they depart,

Shepherd, wash them clean.
F. Look forward to each test as an opportunity to prove God’s allness,  glory, power, presence, and intelligence. This will heal any feeling of enmity toward the instructor, class or course.

S&H 233: 1-7
II. During the Test

A. Don’t sit with mortal mind. Take the seat just before the test, knowing that you have done your work. Don’t let yourself get fooled into listening to the comments of others around you. If you have listened to God you will not have had to study each detail. Be confident with your loving Father-Mother.


       S&H 306:25-29

B. Don’t let yourself get confused by questions on the test. Even ambiguous questions or directions will be unfolded to you if you listen to God.

S&H 505:16-28

Know, (now), that you possess sovereign power to think and act rightly, and that nothing can dispossess you of this heritage and trespass on Love. If you maintain this position, who or what can cause you to sin or suffer? Our surety is in our confidence that we are indeed dwellers in Truth and Love, man’s eternal mission. Such a heavenly assurance ends all warfare, and bids tumult cease, for the good fight we have waged is over, and divine Love gives us the true sense of victory. Pul 3:7-15

C. Always be positive. If a question isn’t familiar, don’t become disturbed by it. Come back to it if need be.

S&H 518:27-2

S&H 126:4-19

D. Don’t be a clock watcher. With God helping you there is no time limit. It will seem as if the clock has stopped. You will be able to accomplish more in the allotted time.

S&H 584:4-8

S&H 128:4-19

E. Don’t be taken in by others around you. Keep your thoughts on your own work. Don’t talk to, listen to, or watch others. They may finish before you do, or write longer, or write more pages. We work from perfection, not up to it. Open your thoughts for the “flood-tides of love”. The correct responses will run out of the end of your pencil.

Ps 118:6

S&H 581:4-7

III. After the Test

A. Thank God for help and support.

B. God’s law is still in operation. There can be no misunderstood answers. There can be no unfair judgment. You will receive your fair and just mark. You will receive credit for all your work. Remember—Divine Mind is the source for the exam questions: Divine Mind is the source of the grader’s intelligence. Divine Mind gets all the credit.

S&H 22:13-20

C. A verse to remember all through the three stages of taking an exam is:


               Divine Mind directs;


               Divine Mind protects;

                    Divine intelligence unfolds to us each day all we should know, 

                          or do or say.”

D. In Mis 17-171 Mrs. Eddy quotes form Ps 37:

          Trust in the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell

          in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also

          in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in Him: and He shall bring it to pass. And He shall bright forth thy righteousness as the light and thy judgment as the noonday.

We too can say on exam day: “Today is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

Examination period is a time of joy—“an opportunity to show gratitude to the instructor for what he has done for the student during the term just ended.” Mind knows, and Mind will unfold to the listening ear the correct answer to every question or proposition. 
