Womanhood in Jesus’ time:

1. Principle function was to be a wife and mother

2. “wife” means woman belonging to man

3. status: inferior, subordinate, chattel, ruled by the father


then by husband


- had to give unquestioning obedience,


- thought of as a sex object

4. Discriminatory Laws:


a. Lev. 12:1-5 daughter less desirable than a son


b. Ex. 21:7 could be sold for debt by father


c. Lev. 19:29 man had right of divorce


d. Judges 19:24
could be sold into prostitution

5. Man could divorce a wife, but woman couldn’t divorce a man

6. Whole status was determined by:


a. birth of a male child


b. if not, she could face ridicule, scorn, humiliation,



reproach


c. must bear sons: only prestige


d. barreness; bitter sorrow, reproach from God


e. could lose position as wife

7. Two women: had to bear witness in court

8. Stereotype of woman:


a. unable to think deeply, rarely taught or educated


b. didn’t have a soul


c. emotional, liked to look back, regret


d. told idle tales, liked to gossip


e. noisy, indiscreet

# “From a woman sin had its beginning, and because of her, we all die.” Eccl. 25:25

Rabbis wrote:

“When a boy is born into the world, goodness comes. When a girl is born, nothing comes.”

Prayer of thanksgiving of male Jews, for centuries:

“Thank God, I am not a Gentile.

Thank God, I am not a woman.

Thank God, I am not an ignorent man.”

# Religious life:


a. a woman could not be educated in the Torah


b. must apply the law, (food, cleansing, rituals, festivals)


c. couldn’t be part of synogogue worship or Temple



1. separated by barriers of latticework or courts

# Social Procedures:


a. always walk behind a man in public


b. never speak to a man in public


c. face hidden by 2 veils


d. man couldn’t be alone with a woman, or even look at a



married woman


e. man couldn’t give her a greeting in the street


f. preferable for her to not go out at all, except the market 

the well


g. modesty sake, avoid the sight of all men

Jesus’ attitude of womanhood:

· Saw womanhood as equal to men

· He healed women, forgave them, set aside numberous taboos and cultural restrictions to teach her

· Allowed women to follow him

· Saw womanhood as having dominion and not being dominated by men

· Everyone was a child of God with equal standing and opportunity

· Almost every time Jesus broke new ground, there was a woman present

· Women disciples followed him, traveled with his group, ministered to him (even married and unmarried women), supported his ministry with their money

· The only quality Jesus required was receptivity

· He worried about no gender- male or female, no economic status, no cultural taboos, no slave or free, no Gentile or Jew, but he had to have the quality of open mindedness and teachability

· he taught woman the Scriptures and spiritual truths

· Jesus breaks away from all the traditional viewpoints, and looks at women from God’s point of view

If a woman’s name was mentioned, it is extremely important:

Luke 8:1-3

1  And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him,

2  And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils,

3  And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.

