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Research: Nehemiah and the Wall of Jerusalem

Selected articles on Nehemiah from the Christian Science Periodicals:

“Evil: no portion, nor right, nor memorial,” Carolyn Holte, The Christian Science Journal, March 1982.

“Nehemiah and the Wall,” Ralph W. Cessna, The Christian Science Journal, October 1954.

“The Rebuilding, by Nehemiah, of the Wall of Jerusalem,” Annie F. Colt, C.S., The Christian Science Journal, September 1889.
“Truth’s Omnipotence,” Emily A. Ashcroft, The Christian Science Journal, September 1916.

“Protection in God’s Work,” Ernest C. Moses, The Christian Science Journal, March 1912.

Roberts, Dorothy. “He will prosper us,” The Christian Science Journal, Vol. 38, No. 5, August 1920.

Section 1
Neh. 2:1-5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 15, 16, 18-20
‘The biblical story of Nehemiah rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem is a useful case history for anyone wishing to better understand the Christly way to deal with evil suggestions—with whatever would abort, hinder, divert, discourage, or defeat any good work” (Holte 123).

“The two books now known as Ezra and Nehemiah in the King James Version were originally compiled as a single volume of uncertain date, probably about 350 B.C.E. or later. The author of First and Second Chronicles, often described as the Chronicler, may well have been instrumental in the editing of these two books.
“Combined with the books of Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah form a comprehensive history of Israel and its traditions. In the opinion of scholars, the motive of the Chronicler is not so much to furnish an accurate detailed record of human history as to establish the importance of the continuity of the monotheistic religion and worship of the Hebrew people” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 89).

“Nehemiah . . . occupied an important position at the Persian court, seems to have been a favorite with the king, and probably possessed considerable wealth. Unlike Ezra (who was of a priestly family and a student), he was a layman and a man of action. His career shows that he was self-reliant, energetic, shrewd, and masterful; but his vigor and determination were directed not to the promotion of his own interests, but to the service of his countrymen, for whom he made great sacrifices” (Dummelow 278).

1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Är-tă-xĕrx´-ēṡ the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 

 “He [Nehemiah] became cupbearer to the Persian king, Artaxerxes, a position of considerable importance, for it gave him direct contact with the monarch in his palace at Shushan (Susa)” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 91).

“The position of cupbearer was one of great trust.  The cupbearer tasted the king’s wine before the king drank it in order to guard against his being poisoned” (Hebrew-Greek Key 640).

2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, 
“Wine was before him. Implying that it was Nehemiah’s turn to act as cup-bearer (the king having several). This would explain why Artaxerxes had not observed his servant’s sadness during the four months that had elapsed since the arrival of the news from Jerusalem” (Dummelow 279).

3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 

 “Nehemiah speaks of Jerusalem as his fathers’ city. . . Hearing from his brother Hanani, who had recently come from Jerusalem, of the difficult state of affairs in that city—a state of ‘great affliction and reproach’ (1:30—Nehemiah was deeply troubled, and after a period of fasting and prayer he turned for aid to his royal master” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 91).

Jerusalem is vulnerable to attack, the walls are broken down, and the gates are burned with fire. It ‘lieth waste’ (2:3) and is ruined and desolate. There appears to be no defense, and the city is unprotected.
“Upon beginning the study of Christian Science, we have all discovered ‘how Jerusalem lieth waste,’ how very unprofitable most of our thinking has been. Like the Jews under Nehemiah’s leadership, we feel the urge of Principle ‘Let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach,’ and like them, we strengthen our hands ‘for this good work’ of learning what God is, and by that knowledge destroying the lie about Him” (Roberts 253).

4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. 

The former request to rebuild, made of the Persian King Darius, was refused, due to fear of rebellion.  However, permission was granted by King Artaxerxes to create a stable Judah next to the unstable and rebellious Egypt. Nehemiah was trustworthy and his purpose and motive was right, so his Father opened the way.
8 And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

“Impressed by the pleas of his cupbearer, the king granted him permission to travel to Jerusalem and take charge of the necessary work of rebuilding the city. Apparently appointing him governor of Judah, he assured him of the provision of any supplies that might be needed in the projected work of building and reconstruction” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 91).
11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 
12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: 

Nehemiah arrived early and told no one. He scouted out the problem and formulated an ingenious plan. Because of this early preparation, there was no interference from either well-meaning or malicious thoughts. No one could destroy this inspired mission. He protected this spiritual idea until it could be safely nurtured.

15 Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. 

“On his arrival at Jerusalem in 445 B.C.E., Nehemiah found ample proof of the deplorable conditions reported by his brother Hanani and his companions. Within three days he made a personal inspection of the situation, doing so secretly, under cover of darkness and accompanied by only a few trusted men. He found that the walls were indeed in ruins and the gates burned” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 92).
16 And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work.
“As each of us goes about the joyous task of building his wall of understanding love—the consciousness of the allness, goodness, and presence of God—he must have not only the high goal in view, but also a calm, assured alertness to the often well-sounding but powerless arguments of evil to tempt him down from his great work” (Cessna 512).

Literally and figuratively, building is a visible symbol of meaningful accomplishment, establishing the protection and defense of the city (or individual spiritual consciousness). Nehemiah had God’s hand upon him, God’s authority and divine guidance was with Him, and the recommendation to build was agreed upon by all.

19 But when Săn-băl´-lăt the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 

Jerusalem appears to be ringed by enemies. 
“Geshem.  An Arab who joined with Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite in opposing the reconstruction of the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah. Their opposition consisted of ridicule, an attempted plot to trap Nehemiah, and the threat to send a letter to the Persian king charging him with sedition, all of which failed. His title ‘the Arab’ was an administrative term which indicates that he was the highest official of the province to the S of Judah, formerly Edom” (IDB 2.386). 
Geshem was a sheikh of Arabia who ruled the south.

“Tobiah. One of the chief opponents of the successful efforts of Nehemiah the Jewish governor to rebuild the walls of postexilic Jerusalem. That he was called ‘the Ammonite’ indicates his connection with the territory of Ammon across the Jordan River from Palestine, N of the Dead Sea. Whether or not Tobiah was of Israelitish descent has not been established, but he could be a descendant of those Jews who fled to Ammon after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E. The name Tobiah itself suggests at least a formal attachment of his parents to the Jewish cultus, and he himself appears to have observed Jewish faith and practice to some degree, for he was admitted to residence in a chamber of the Jerusalem temple during Nehemiah’s absence from Jerusalem. Whatever this episode involved—he was ejected by Nehemiah on the latter’s return. . . .” (IDB 4.657). 

“Sanballat. The chief political opponent in Palestine of Nehemiah’s efforts, as governor of Judah under the Persian Empire, to rebuild the walls of postexilic Jerusalem. Nehemiah refers to him as ‘the Horonite,’ identifying him probably with Upper and Lower Beth-Horon, two towns in Ephraim overlooking the road from Jerusalem to Lydda and the Mediterranean coast—a position of considerable military strategic value which Sanballat must have controlled. The bitter opposition of Sanballat to Nehemiah’s work was based presumably on the threat to the control of Judah enjoyed by Samaria to a greater or lesser degree ever since the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E. to Babylon. Nehemiah’s uncompromising refusal to let his opponent’s machinations deter him from his purpose to fortify Jerusalem is the measure of Nehemiah’s own political ability” (IDB 4.210. 
Sanballot was governor of Samaria to the north and west.

“Scarcely had Nehemiah reached the capital when he learned the chief problems with which he was faced – skepticism, hatred, and jealousy. Sanballat the Horonite (a Samaritan), Tobiah the Ammonite, and others who had long opposed and scorned the efforts of the Jewish community, had been informed, to their extreme annoyance, of Nehemiah’s coming” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 92).

“Unless one’s eyes are opened to the modes of mental malpractice, working so subtly that we mistake its suggestions for the impulses of our own thought, the victim will allow himself to drift in the wrong direction without knowing it. Be ever on guard against this enemy. Watch your thoughts, and see whether they lead you to God and into harmony with His true followers. Guard and strengthen your own citadel more strongly. Thus you will grow wiser and better through every attack of your foe, and the Golden Rule will not rust for lack of use or be misinterpreted by the adverse influence of animal magnetism” (My. 213:15). 
Two questions come to thought: 

1) What if Nehemiah had dropped his defenses and gone down to the plain of “Ono?” 

2) What if he had decided that he should welcome in the mentality of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Gesham because he didn’t want to appear unloving or unwelcoming? What thoughts or beliefs does each of them represent?

20 Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

No portion: implies they have a present claim

No right: implies they have a future claim  (to hinder spiritual progress)

No memorial: implies they had a past claim (no scar, no history, no memento or record)

Error has no past, no present, no future claim on us. 

Another interpretation could be:  Error has no place to operate (portion), no law to support it (right), and no history (memorial).
“Fully aware of the opposition now facing himself and his compatriots, Nehemiah went to work bravely and actively, declaring that ‘the God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build’ ” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 92).
“When Sanballat and Tobiah taunted him, he did not accept their suggestions and reply mournfully something after this manner: ‘Yes, I remember that the ruins of Jerusalem are certainly overwhelming. I have a great deal to meet there,--more than anybody realizes; it is a terrible responsibility for me; I never built a wall before and besides there are so many mortal laws connected with wall building which make it peculiarly difficult” (Roberts 254).

“It is noteworthy that while Nehemiah frustrated the attempts of his enemies to entice him down from his work, he actually did not fight against them or even argue with them. In the handling of the threatened obstruction he maintained his guard. His concern was for the work at hand, but at the same time his consciousness was filled with the knowledge of God’s power. . . 
“We can, like Nehemiah, stay confidently on the wall of spiritual understanding, ever ready to rebuke the temptation to come down from our great work” (Cessna 513).

Section 2
Neh. 4: 6-9, 11, 14, 15, 7, 18
6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 

“So, indeed, was the case, ‘for the people had a mind to work’, and work they did, virtually night and day. They continued in remarkably efficient and orderly fashion the reconstruction of the walls, keeping on guard by holding weapons at hand to resist any attack from the Samaritans or other foes” (Leishman, Prophetic Writings 92).

“As Samaritan adversaries had hindered Zerubbabel in the reconstruction of the Temple, so now the Samaritans, Ammonites, and Arabians led by Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem tried to prevent the fortifying of the city. At first they laughed them to scorn but Nehemiah confidently declared, ‘The God of heaven, he will prosper us.’ The gates and towers were rapidly repaired and in a short time ‘all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work’” (Shotwell 138).

7 But it came to pass, that when Săn-băl´-lăt, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, 

8 And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. 
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. 
Watch in Hebrew is mishmar which means “guard, post watch, observe, act of guarding, diligent watch” (Gesenius 4929).

“The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or being influenced 
erroneously” (Man. 40:11).

“Alertness to Duty.  sect. 6. It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his Leader, and to mankind” (Man. 42:4-8). 

“Christian Scientists cannot watch too sedulously, or bar their doors too closely, or pray to God too fervently, for deliverance from the claims of evil” (Mis. 114:21-23). 

“Watch diligently; never desert the post of spiritual observation and self-examination” (Mis. 154:26-27). 

“The song of Christian Science is, ‘Work—work— work—watch and pray’ ” 

(’00 2:7-8). 

“To be delivered from believing in what is unreal, from fearing it, following it, or loving it, one must watch and pray that he enter not into temptation—even as one guards his door against the approach of thieves” (’01 14:19-23). 


“Watch, and pray daily that evil suggestions, in whatever guise, take no root in your thought nor bear fruit” (My. 128:30-32). 

“Watch and guard your own thoughts against evil suggestions and against malicious mental malpractice, wholly disloyal to the teachings of Christian Science” (My. 130:2-5). 

“Watch, pray, demonstrate” (My. 254:6-7). 
11 And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. 

Adversary in Hebrew is tsar which means “an opponent, enemy, foe, oppressor” (Gesenius 6862).

14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: 

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. 

17 They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 

“When mockery failed the adversaries united to fight against them, but Nehemiah armed his workmen and set a watch day and night. ‘They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens . . . every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon.’ With urgency all labored from early morning until the stars appeared at night, not putting off their clothes except for washing” (Shotwell 138).

“Said Nehemiah: ‘Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord.’ Then he armed his builders so that some worked with one hand while they held a weapon with the other. This method of activity was evidently symbolical of the exercise of both constructive power and protective power, and it may remind Christians of the necessity in hostile periods for good reconstructive work in human consciousness, coupled with an equal amount of vigilant protective work against the arguments of mortal mind, the false accuser” (Moses 733-734).
18 For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. 
Section 3 and 4

Neh. 6:1-6, 7-9, 15, 16
1 Now it came to pass, when Săn-băl´-lăt, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; 

“These enemies persistently tried to prevent Nehemiah from rebuilding the wall. The first, an official of the Persian government, was a Horonite, who may have been Governor of Samaria. During his second visit to Jerusalem, Nehemiah banished Sanballat’s son-in-law from the city. Tobiah was a half-Jewish Ammonite who was eventually thrown out of his comfortable quarters in the Temple by Nehemiah. Geshem was an Arab chieftain. They jeered at the very idea of anyone attempting to convert the masses of rubble into a wall again, but at the same time spread rumors that the Jews planned to revolt from Persia as soon as the wall was finished. They even conspired to lure Nehemiah to his death, but he always saw right through their evil schemes” (Tatham 420).

2 That Săn-băl´-lăt and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 

An invitation was sent to come down, to trap Nehemiah away from home (spiritual consciousness). The enemies had abandoned threats of violence and assumed the appearance of reasonableness and tried to call Nehemiah to a conference. The temptation was to compromise, using deceit and stratagem to get Nehemiah to come down. They repeated the invitation four times, but Nehemiah replied that ‘he could not come down’ to meet them on their level.

“Next, Nehemiah’s enemies Sanballat and Geshem tried to entice him to meet with them outside the walls, but he refused. Four times they sought him; four times he gave the same reply, ‘I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?’ A fifth time they tried to intimidate Nehemiah with an open letter which insinuated that he and the Jews were planning to rebel against the king” (Shotwell 138).
“By messenger Sanballat and Geshem sought to trap Nehemiah away from home. The Vulgate interprets this to mean to declare that the meeting was in order to frame a treaty, but this merely reflects the influence of ‘let us take counsel together’ (vs. 7). . . . 

“Ono lay in the Wadi Musara, in the Sharon Plain, almost nineteen miles from Jerusalem. It was possibly selected for the meeting because the area had long been a neutral district directly under Persia and not part of the area provinces of Philistia, Judea, or Samaria” (IB 3. 715).

3 And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 

4 Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. 
“Nehemiah dealt subtly with his foes, concealing his suspicions and fears, gaining time with each exchange of messages, but never committing himself to a definite appointment. His constant excuse was that his great work would not permit his absence from Jerusalem” (IB 3. 716).
“The wall of Jerusalem is symbolic of heaven. Science and Health (p. 589) gives the metaphysical meaning of Jerusalem: ‘Home, heaven.’ Had Nehemiah left this standpoint of heaven—had he come down to the level of evil, to argue with these evil suggestions – his consciousness would have descended into the supposed realm of error. He would have entered the realm where evil claims to exist and to operate. Every time we admit affinity with resentment, lack, sickness, incompleteness, drabness, we are, in belief, entering the supposed domain of these suggestions. But Science and Health says (p. 336): Good never enters into evil, the unlimited into the limited, the eternal into the temporal, nor the immortal into mortality.  

“Never cross the threshold of error’s supposed kingdom. Remain ‘pinnacled in Life’ (Pulpit and Press, pp. 2-3) at the divine altitude, the sacred summit of perfection” (Henty 74).

5 Then sent Săn-băl´-lăt his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; 

“…open letter means ‘not sealed.’ Some explain that an unsealed letter would be an insult’ (IB 3. 716).
“Then the Horonite sent Nehemiah a letter in which he accused the governor of a selfish motive in rebuilding the wall, alleging that it was Nehemiah’s real purpose to set himself up as a king over the Jewish people. In other words, because Nehemiah was necessarily working in a position of great responsibility requiring strong executive ability, and was pushing the work along successfully, the human mind thought it could distort the real purpose of Nehemiah by accusing him of its own desires or ambitions. His accusers could only see in Nehemiah’s actions that which they themselves would seek to do if they were placed in power. But the master builder was not much concerned, and met the accusations squarely making nothing of them” (Moses 735).

6 Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 

“With the fifth letter Sanballat put greater pressure upon Nehemiah by charging that the work was preliminary to rebellion and that Nehemiah intended to proclaim his kingship” (IB 3. 716).
“It is reported, lit., ‘it is heard’, indicates that the letter passes on gossip among the neighbors of Judea regarding Jewish motives. . . . Most serious, if the charge reached the king, was the accusation that Nehemiah had set himself up as king, for the Persian rulers dealt harshly with usurpers” (IB 3. 716).

7 Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 

8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. 

“Bluntly and directly Nehemiah denies the rumors and charges his foes, with fabricating them. Thou feignest them and you are inventing them are milder and less exact renderings than the LXX, ‘you are falsifying them’” (IB 3. 718).
9 For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 

“The adversaries’ final attempt to stop the work was to make Nehemiah fear for his life. One of Nehemiah’s own countrymen was bribed to induce him to flee for safety into the Holy Place of the Temple (a violation of the Law for a layman), but Nehemiah refused, perceiving it as the guile of the enemy” (Shotwell 138). 

“The Jews had been fearful earlier, when strong force threatened an almost defenseless people, but the threat to accuse them of sedition was even more terrifying because they stood to lose everything in an act of retaliation. . . . The expression ‘strengthen my hands’ makes most sense as Nehemiah’s evaluation of the entire episode. Since he had won additional support by his conduct it is better to translate with the Vulgate, ‘I strengthened my hands all the more” (IB 3.718).

15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 

16 And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 

“In summary, we can see many methods of error exhibited in this story: ridicule, scorn, hatred, persistent intimidation, falsehood, rumor, slander, relentless desire to defeat the purpose of good. As we follow Nehemiah’s example, we are assured that spiritual-mindedness prevents deception by any of error’s subtle methods. The result of such alertness is the strengthening of God’s servant and the certain defeat of evil” (Holte 125).

“After the walls were finished, Nehemiah immediately disposed of the groundless allegations sent out regarding his personal ambitions by appointing Hanani and Hananiah rulers over Jerusalem, because they ‘feared God above many.’ Thus he gave good proof of his devotion to Principle by declining to exalt himself or to take any credit which was due to God alone, his guide and protector through this great achievement which was consummated in fifty-two days” (Moses 736).

“Even as the walls were being rebuilt Nehemiah began the work of social and religious reform, erecting in his people’s hearts the greater wall of spiritual Zion, Israel’s true defense. . . . From first to last Nehemiah was a man of piety and of prayer. When his work was finished Jerusalem was once more a fortified city, rebuilt and thriving, and the Mosaic ecclesiastical system of the Jewish Church was well established. The strict adherence of the covenant people to monotheism during the next four centuries prepared the way for the advent of the Messiah” (Shotwell 138). 

Section 4

Neh 6:10-12, 15, 16

10Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. 

“I came unto the house.—As a specimen of another kind of attack, through false prophets, Shemaiah’s plot is mentioned. This man—probably a priest—Nehemiah found shut up in his house; probably he sent for the governor, and represented himself as being in danger from the common enemy. He predicted that on the night ensuing an attempt would be made on Nehemiah’s life, and proposed that they should meet “within the Temple”—that is, in the holy place, between the Holiest and the outer court—for security” (www.biblehub.com, Ellicott’s Commentary).
11And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 

“Should such a man as I flee? — I, who am governor, and ought to show a good example of undaunted courage? I, upon whose presence, counsel, and conduct, the very life and being of the whole city and nation, in a great measure, depend? I, who have professed such resolution and confidence in God, and have had such eminent experience of his gracious and powerful assistance, of his calling me to this employment, and carrying me through it when our danger was greater than now it is? Shall I now dishonour God and religion, and betray the people and city of God, by my cowardice? God forbid!” (www.biblehub.com, Benson Commentary).
12And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 

“And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him,.... Because he advised to that which was against the cause of God and true religion:
but that he pronounced the prophecy against me; for by fleeing, as he advised, it would seem that he was guilty of the crimes of rebellion and treason he was charged with; and leaving the people, as they would in course break up, he himself could not be long in safety, no, not in the temple:

for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him; this he found out afterwards, on purpose to intimidate him, and take such measures as that thereby he would lose his character and his influence” (www.biblehub.com, Gill’s Commentary).

15¶ So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 

“The finishing of the wall is recorded in the implest manner: first, with a formal specification of the date and time; then in its effect upon the enemies, and as redounding to the glory of God” (www.biblehub.com, Ellicott’s Commentary).
16And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 

“The enemies heard of it, and saw the result, and were ashamed” (www.biblehub.com, Ellicott’s Commentary).
“Our enemies. The Samaritans, the Ammonites, the Ashdodites, and the Arabians under Oeshem are the special "enemies" here spoken cf. The Phoenicians, Syrians, Moabites, etc. are the other "heathen round about" the Jews. Even these last were unfriendly, and disliked any increase of Jewish power and prosperity. They perceived that this work was wrought of our God. They could not but recognise a special Providence as befriending and protecting the Jews, who, after having been utterly crushed and rooted out by Nebuchadnezzar, were now re-established in a commanding position in Palestine, and allowed to make their city once more an almost impregnable fortress” (www.biblehub.com, Pulpit Commentary).
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Abbreviation key:

IB       =  The Interpreter’s Bible

IDB    =   The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

Man.  =   Manual of The Mother Church

Mis.   =   Miscellaneous Writings

’00     =   Message to The Mother Church, Boston, June, 1900

’01     =   Message to The Mother Church, Boston, June, 1901

My.    =   First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany
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