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I. Course Description 

Studies in the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy with a 

view to understanding the Pentateuch as a whole as well as in various parts and kinds of 

content. Attention is given to exegetical methods, historical and literary contexts, and to 

appropriate interpretation and application. [This emphasis focuses on Exodus and 

covenant, with its implications.] Prerequisite OT 501. 

  

II. Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

A.  Describe overviews of the books. 

B.  Explain how description and prescription are appropriately arrived at in covenantal, legal, 

and narrative literature. (MDiv-1, 3-6, 7; MAML- 2). 
C.  Interact with the issues of historical and literary contexts using appropriate exegetical 

methods, interpretation, and application. (MAML- 2).  
D.  Explore at greater depth both a passage and a theme of their choosing that is sensitive to the 

contexts. (MDiv-1, 3-6, 7; MAML- 2).  

 

III. Required Textbooks 
(A) Alexander, Desmond. Exodus. Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity, 2017. 978-0-8308-2502-8 

 

(E) Estelle, Bryan. Echoes of Exodus: Tracing a Biblical Motif. Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity, 

2018. 978-0-8308-5168-3 

 

(G) Gane, Roy. Old Testament for Christians: Original Context and Enduring Application. 

Grand Rapids: Baker, 2017. 9780801049040 

 

(K1) Kennard, Douglas. Biblical Covenantalism: Engagement with Judaism, Law, Atonement, 

the New Perspective, and Kingdom Hope. Volume One Biblical Covenantism in Torah: 

Judaism, Covenant Nomism, and Atonement. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2015. 13-978-1-

62564-660-6 

 

(K2) ———. Biblical Covenantalism in Prophets, Psalms, Early Judaism, Gospels, and 

Acts. Volume Two Judaism, Covenant Nomism, and Kingdom Hope. Eugene: 

Wipf & Stock, 2015. Part of previous ISBN number. 
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(K3) ———. Biblical Covenantalism: Engaging the New Perspective and New 

Covenant Atonement. Volume Three Biblical Covenantism in New Testament 

Epistles. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2015. Part of previous ISBN number. 

 

Kennard. Two unpublished chapters: “Hebrews Exodus Narrow Way” and “Hebrews 

Warnings” 

 

IV. Course Requirements  
A. The student will read assignments in texts according to schedule. Report on the final 

paper. 20% of final grade. When a Bible passage is mentioned on the schedule, then the 

analogous portions of the commentaries are to be read. At least the biblical text is to be 

read in student reading groups, either at the pace of the schedule or ahead of the schedule. 

 

B. The student will complete two papers (approximately 3000 words each) wherein one 

paper examines a passage for its meaning and the other paper examines a theme from the 

perspective of assumed author. Use contemporary sources such as commentaries (e.g., 

required and recommended commentaries), dictionaries (e.g., IVP Dictionary of OT: 

Pentateuch), and journals through ATLA since 1995. Do not cite Wikipedia but you may 

use it. Only cite internet sites of JSTOR or ATLA journals or .org sites where some 

evidence of peer review occurs. Submit a paper copy but also submit to turnitin.com 

course 17876056, password Pentateuch. 

1. The paper on the passage needs to evidence why you describe what is going on in the 

passage. The passage considered should fit the parameters of Kennard’s divisions in 

Biblical Covenantalism unless the student explains good reasons to do otherwise. 

2. The paper on the biblical theme should reflect the biblical author’s emphasis. This 

paper also needs to explain if there is anything of prescriptive value from this theme, 

and why it is ethically binding and for whom. 

3. Each paper should be either Turabian or APA format, consistent with the student’s 

major. 

4. The final paper should contain a one-page summary including author and emphasis 

for the book. 

5. Each paper is worth 40% of the final grade. 

 

C. Any late papers will have the grade deducted at a rate of 3% per calendar day, so include 

the date on which you turned in the late paper, or the date on which Kennard finds it will 

be assigned to it. 

 

D. Regular attendance and regular submission of assignments on due dates in the syllabus is 

expected. The following guidelines have been approved for inclusion in all HGST syllabi 

and reflect standards for all courses: 

Fall/Spring semester 15-session course – 3-absence maximum 

Summer term 8-session course – 1-absence maximum (equals 4 hours).  

6-session hybrid – 1-absence maximum 

4-session hybrid – 0-absence maximum 

If a student reaches the designated number of absences, the student will no longer be 

allowed to stay in the class. The student does have the opportunity to appeal to the 
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Academic Dean and should assume responsibility for scheduling that meeting as soon as 

possible.  
 

E. Criteria for grading 

 A  90-100      Approximate Commitment 

 B 80-89  2 Papers 40% each    40 hours 

 C 70-79  Reading 20%     68 hours 

 D 60-69  Participation in class 10%   32 hours 

         140 hours 
 

V. Class Schedule with assignment due dates 
Aug  23 Syllabus 

 

 30 A, pp 1-32; E: ch 1-2; K 1:1-103; G: Introduction 

 

Sept  6 K 1:104-115; A: 33-210 

 

 13 A: 211-355 

 

 20 E: 3-6 

 

 27 E: 7-11; Hebrews: Narrow Exodus Way and Hebrews Warnings 

 

Oct   4 K 1:121-242; A: 355-53, 631-50 

 

 11 K 2 

 

 18 G: ch 1-6; First Paper Due 

 

 25 G: ch 7-10 

 

Nov    1 K 3 

 

   8 G: ch 11-13 

  

 15 G: ch 14-Conclusion 

 

 22 Thanksgiving- no class 

 

 29 K 1:6; A: 553-674 

 

Dec   6 Second Paper Due 

  

  

 

 


