
For the first time in years, The General Theological
Seminary is focused exclusively on living into its
mission: to form and educate leaders for the
Church in a changing world. We are in a
position to imagine the future of theological

education, unencumbered by construction or financial uncertainty.
Hope is alive at General Seminary, as we prepare to take bold steps. 

In the Admissions Office we are often asked, “What makes GTS special?”
In many ways, this is an easy question to answer. Our faculty members
are top-tier theological scholars. Community life in Chelsea Square is
family-friendly, close-knit, fun, loving, and supportive. The liturgical
heritage of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd provides a sacred space
for worship and contemplation. The Close is a lush, garden-like oasis.
And New York City itself offers limitless possibilities for field
education, Clinical Pastoral Education, and outreach ministries.

GTS is special because of the powerful experience of living and
learning in an environment that is both timeless and timely. GTS is
rooted, deeply, in the Anglican tradition and the very history of the

Episcopal Church. For nearly two centuries we have been
an institution focused on priestly formation. As the needs
of the church have evolved, we have welcomed and
encouraged lay leaders to study at General Seminary. We
enjoy an evenly distributed percentage of male and

female students, of single and married students, of residential and
commuting students, as well as an increasing percentage of minority
students. GTS seminarians are forward-thinking self-starters who
engage the neighborhood, the city, and the world around them.
Their lives are “faith in action.” 

Our professors teach in historic, landmarked buildings, using state-
of-the-art technology and interactive smart boards. Research is
conducted in a brand-new library, which houses not only the most
up-to-date resources in theological education, but also some of the
most rare and historic documents in the Western Church.  We are
developing new programs in Christian Spirituality and Chaplaincy,
while continuing to provide the formation General Seminary has
been synonymous with since 1817. 

With our debt eliminated and our endowment partially restored, we
are blessed with this opportunity—to walk in faith and love, without
distraction and with purpose, toward a future in which General
Seminary remains the gold-standard for theological education in the
Episcopal Church. Many thanks to those who share in this journey.   

Living into Our Mission
William C. Webster
Director of Admissions
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The capacity to admit seminarians of academic excellence and
gifts for ministry without regard to their financial resources is
critical to the mission of The General Theological Seminary. No
institution can fulfill its duty without a healthy scholarship fund 
as well as endowed scholarships established through legacy gifts.
We are eternally grateful to those who came before us and have
given generously to support the funding of superb candidates.
These are the stories of just a few of the inspiring seminarians
whose formation and leadership training are being supported 
by these crucial scholarships.

Hershey Mallette comes to GTS from the
Diocese of North Carolina with a degree in
public history and a passion for engaging
history to spiritual needs.  She credits her
decision to be formed and matriculated at
General as a “true exercise of faith.”
Although other institutions promised full
tuition, she felt “God was calling her to
grow in this community, as there is a clear

commitment to both learning and living the Anglican Tradition.”
As 2012 recipient of The William Cooper and Kate Avis Pike
Scholarship, Hershey’s faith is affirmed by funding that “allows
her to follow God’s call to the Close!” She states, “By their
provision I have the leisure to study, volunteer, and explore all
the opportunities New York City has to offer.”

The Rev. Stephen Holton received his
M.Div. from General in 1988 and, after 19
years as rector of St. Paul’s on the Hill in
Ossining, NY, has returned to “refresh and
reinvigorate his ministry” with renewed
theological discipline and scholarship.
Stephen is a recipient of a scholarship
established by Christ Church Cathedral,
Indianapolis in honor of its former Dean,

the Very Rev. Robert Giannini, a 1967 graduate and Chairman of
the GTS Board of Trustees from 2001-2006. “It is exciting,” says
Stephen, “that a church can be responsible for re-inventing both
a life and a ministry, and contribute to my future aspiration:
gathering together a neighborhood for a program of common
prayer, food, and ministry that will appeal
not only to those of all faiths, but to many
who have lost faith.”

Kathleen “Kat” Killian hails from the
Diocese of Southeast Florida with a
background running her own studio in the
practice of yoga and spirituality. Kat also

spent time in service as a lay chaplain to the
homebound and in nursing homes.  “I saw that
everyone who came for healing and yoga was
seeking something deep,” says Kat, “and this
moved me along in my spiritual journey.”  As a
cradle Episcopalian, Kat came to General “for its
history! I didn’t want to go anywhere else; I want

to be immersed in the foundation and heritage of the Anglican
tradition that GTS offers.” Kat was thrilled when offered The
Esther Morse Scholarship. “I felt called to be here, and then the
money came, an unexpected but much-needed support for my
formation.”

Betsy Ivey is a candidate in the Diocese of
Central Pennsylvania, with a life devoted to
social services, an ecumenical background,
and an M.Div. already under her belt.  She is
a former member of the African Episcopal
Church of St. Thomas, Philadephia. With
aspirations for the priesthood and greater
historical scholarship, Betsy came to
General to pursue an S.T.M. that would

strengthen her Anglicanism and increase her knowledge of the
history of the Episcopal Church. As the recipient of a scholarship
honoring the Rev. Willett Nicoll Hawkins, a graduate of 1896,
Betsy is delighted to join a heritage of scholars “more interested
in what a person does, than in who a person is.” She looks
forward to serving her diaconate in Harrisburg, PA, ministering
at St. Paul’s, a diverse urban church. 

Matthew Welch is a junior M.Div. student
from the Diocese of Washington.  In the
past, he served as a diplomat in Jerusalem,
and the experience bound together the
roots of his faith with the pressing need to
live out the Gospel of Christ.  He chose GTS
because he wanted to explore his faith in an
urban setting.  “In New York City, there are a
thousand opportunities on every street

corner to see God at work.” He is the recipient of the Martha Ferris
Scholarship in honor of her husband, the Rev. Eversly Smart Ferris,
class of 1926.  “There is absolutely no way I could honor God’s call
without this scholarship. At a time when most young people like
me are ‘spiritual but not religious,’ supporting new ministries is
more critical than ever.” He is pleased to be receiving a
scholarship named in honor of a woman, “because it underscores
the vibrant contributions of all peoples in our church.” 

As General looks forward to its upcoming bicentennial, we see a
vigorous future firmly rooted in a robust heritage, with profound
thanksgiving for the community that has partnered, and continues
to partner, in the legacy of preeminent training for leaders for the
Church. If you are interested  in creating a philanthropic legacy to
strengthening General’s long-term mission, please contact
Jonathan Silver, Director of Development, at 646-717-9705, or by
email to silver@gts.edu. 
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General Theological Seminary is pleased to announce
the 2013 Kay Butler Gill Lecturer in Christian
Spirituality: the Rev. James Martin, Society of Jesus. 
A nationally renowned spiritual teacher, Martin is a

Jesuit priest, author, and
culture editor of America,
the national Catholic
magazine. His books
include the newly
published Between
Heaven and Mirth and

the best-selling The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything. Martin
will deliver the lecture, “Rejoice Always: Joy, Humor and
Laughter in the Spiritual Life,” on Thursday, April 11, at 7:00
p.m. He will speak on how true faith leads to joy, how the
saints and spiritual masters used humor, and how laughter 
is a gift from God.

All the latest news from General Seminary can be found at
news.gts.edu. Read more about the stories in this issue at:

news.gts.edu/notes

The Rev. Kurt H. Dunkle has been
nominated to be the next Dean
and President of The General
Theological Seminary in New York
City. Approved by the Executive
Committee of the seminary's Board
of Trustees, Dunkle's nomination
was presented to the Trustees on
Friday, February 1, 2013, by Search
Committee Chair Randall Ashley
Greene.  The Trustees will formally
vote on the nomination at the next
Board meeting in May, 2013.

Dunkle is a graduate of General Seminary, where he earned the
Seymour Prize in Preaching and served as a member of the
Admissions Committee. Prevously, he worked as a partner at
Rogers Towers, the largest law firm in Jacksonville, Florida. He
earned his Juris Doctorate from the University of Florida’s
College of Law and his bachelor’s degree from Duke University.

Dunkle believes one important characteristic of General
Seminary’s future mission will be to teach future leaders how to
help faith communities thrive. “Right now, one of the
fundamentals largely missing in seminaries is how to grow the
church in numbers of participants and in depth of engagement
with Jesus Christ,” he said.  

For Dunkle, one of General Seminary's strengths, and a key to its
future mission, is its emphasis on community. “Formation only
happens in community, and community only happens when
people are near each other,” he said.  Given that General Seminary
is welcoming an increasing number of non-residential students,
faculty, and staff, a goal will be to expand the scope of what
community means. “We need to create that real and abiding
community for those who live elsewhere” than on the Close.

As for his own leadership, Dunkle said that he will aim to develop
a compelling vision for the Seminary and then devote resources
at every level to realize it. “The leader’s job is to nourish the
people with that vision. And, for a vision to be compelling in the
Church, that vision must be centered on Jesus.”

Read more about Dunkle’s nomination and the entire serach
process at www.gts.edu/deanssearch.

On Sunday, January 20, the parish church of St. John’s in the
Village, Manhattan, marked Theological Education Sunday, as it
has for many years, with special focus on General Seminary.
St. John’s offered prayers for General, dedicated its offertory
collection as a financial gift to the Seminary, and welcomed the
Rev. K. Jeanne Person, Director of the Center for Christian
Spirituality, to speak with parishioners after worship.

The Rev. Deacon Denise LaVetty, who will earn her Master of
Arts degree this May after years of part-time study at General,
praised the seminary in her sermon on the gospel story of the
Wedding at Cana for being a place of deep transformation for
all who study there.  

Celebrating GTS on Theological 
Education Sunday 
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James Martin, SJ, to O!er 2013 Kay
Butler Gill Lecture

The Rev. Kurt H. Dunkle is Nominated 
to Be Next Dean and President

The Rev. Dr. Patrick
Malloy, Professor of
Liturgy and Associate
Dean of General
Seminary, is featured in
the new issue of Faith &
Form, the quarterly
journal of the Interfaith

Forum on Religion, Art and Architecture (IFRAA), part of The
American Institute of Architects, for his leadership of the
award-winning liturgical renovation of Grace Church in
Allentown, PA. Grace Church’s project was chosen in the
Liturgical/Interior Design category for the 2008-2009
renovation of its worship space, for which Dean Malloy, then
rector of the parish, was both the liturgical consultant and
“general contractor.” Founded in 1978, the annual IFFRA
awards honor the best in architecture, liturgical design, and
art for religious spaces.  IFRAA will bestow the 2012 Religious
Art & Architecture award next June in Denver, Colorado.

Dean Malloy Featured in Architectural
Journal for Award-Winning Design
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Our Heritage
Our Future

There are currently over 150
members of The Jacob Sherred
Society. All of us who have
studied, taught, worked, and
worshiped at GTS are beneficiaries
of the generosity and leadership
of Jacob Sherrod, a prominent
architect and vestry member of
the early Trinity Parish. Upon his

death in 1821, his bequest secured the future of The
General Theological Seminary. By including General
Seminary in their wills, trusts, or other forms of
estate planning, the members of the Society that
bears his name have joined a powerful legacy of
philanthropic support to prepare future leaders of
our Church. We invite you to consider creating a
philanthropic legacy for yourself or a loved one by
strengthening General’s long-term mission.

Learn more at 
giving.gts.edu

Or contact Jonathan Silver, Director of Development,
at 646-717-9705, or silver@gts.edu.
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Alumni/ae 
Gathering 2013

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday & Thursday
November 6-7, 2013

Due to the cancellation of the
2012 gathering, there will be a
special reception for 50th and

25th Reunion Celebrants for both
the 2012 and 2013 years.

More information 
coming soon!

Contact gtsalumniae@gts.edu to
confirm you’re on our mailing list.

Forgiveness 
What It Is and What It Isn’t 

A Quiet Day 
with 
Barbara 
Cawthorne 
Crafton

June 8, 2013

Peter asked Jesus how many times he
must forgive a brother who had
wronged him. Seven? But no: It was
seventy times seven. Which is 490
times. Most of us have a hard time
doing it even once! Might that not 
be because we have some unhelpful
ideas about what constitutes
forgiveness? We will explore this
possibility and emerge from our time
together with renewed hope about
dealing with a consistent and often
painful human problem. 

General Admission: $50
(Pay-as-you-can option available.)

For more information go to

gts.edu/alumniae
For more information go to

forgiveness-gts.eventbrite.com

Giving to GTS
Please consider a gift to GTS
in honor of the faculty, stu-
dents, and staff who have
faced this time of storm and
transition with good faith,
strong deeds, and an un-
broken devotion to our
common life and resolve: to
build on and strengthen
General Seminary’s mission
of sending into service
graduates fully prepared to
offer leadership amid the
challenges of our Church
and a changing world.  Your
commitment and contin-
ued support is essential to
strengthen our community,
mission, and vision.

giving.gts.edu

Jacob Sherrod


