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I. Introduction (Picture) 

A. It’s after the resurrection; Jesus has shown himself to 

the disciples two other times. 

1. But, this time it’s different. 

B. You know the story. 

1. The disciples have returned to what is familiar and 

what is comfortable. 

2. Peter, James, John, Thomas, Nathaniel, and two 

unnamed disciples have gone fishing. 

3. After catching nothing all night, a figure on the 

beach invites them to come and have some 

breakfast after they have caught so many fish they 

can’t haul in the net. 

4. John is the first to recognize Jesus, and headstrong 

Peter, jumps into the water and heads for the beach. 

C. The remarkable thing about these post-resurrection 

stories is that they overflow with life. 

1. You can smell the charcoal fire, the fish cooking over 

the coals, the rough and tasty texture of the bread, 

and you can easily transport yourself into the 

fellowship. 

2. Jesus moves on from being host and invites 

conversation with Peter. 
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3. You can feel the sand and hear the crunch under the 

sandals of these two men. 

4. Probably with Jesus’ arm over Peter’s shoulders, they 

walk down the beach, and Jesus asks Peter how 

much love there is for Him. 

D. Peter, do you love me – Jesus asks the question three 

times: the last asking hurts Peter and very possibly 

annoys Peter. 

E. Peter if you love me feed my sheep, tend my sheep!  

 

II. EXEGESIS (Promise) 

A. This is a story we all know by heart, but after a two 

week stay at St. John’s Abbey and long conversations 

with one of the Benedictine monks, I have never been 

able to read or recall this story without a different point 

of view. 

B. This priest/monk fully believed that St. John’s gospel 

was an eyewitness account so that is why the post-

resurrection stories take on such vivid reality:  

1. The smell of the fish cooking, the crunch of sand 

under foot, the tearing of bread for eating. 

2. You can’t miss the anxiety of Peter in answering Our 

Lord’s questions any more than you can dismiss our 

own anxiety when confronted by one deserving 

honor and respect: I want to say the right thing. 

3. But by answering Jesus’ questions concerning the 

sheep for whom He died, was Peter aware of the 

larger than life challenge that was before him? 

C. The larger than life challenge of feeding, tending, and 

caring for Jesus’ flock. 

1. Did Peter understand what weight that challenge 

carried? 
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2. As we went through the gates of this seminary and 

into the city to feed, tend, and care for the flock of 

Jesus; 

3. Did we, any more than Peter on that walk on the 

beach, understand the larger than life challenge of 

ordination to the Priesthood? 

III. MOTIVATION (Promote) 

A. A striving to understand the challenge to love the 

sheep of Jesus’ flock because of His love for us: wasn’t 

that our call to Priesthood and study in this place. 

B. Around the walls of this Chapel of the Good Shepherd 

are emblazoned the words of ordination that so many 

of us heard – those of us who now rejoice with us in 

paradise and those of us here today; 

1. Receive the Holy Ghost for the Office and Work of a 

Priest in the Church of God… And be thou a faithful 

Dispenser of the Word of God and of his Holy 

Sacraments. 

2. This doesn’t say we will do this when we feel like it 

or when it is convenient; it implies a full time 

commitment to that larger than life challenge Peter 

received from Jesus. 

C. A few weeks ago we celebrated the life and ministry of 

a graduate of this seminary – Samuel Isaac Joseph 

Schereschewsky, Bishop of Singapore. 

1. Born a Jew in Lithuania, converted to Christianity in 

England, immigrating to America in 1854 to train for 

the ministry of the Presbyterian Church. 

2. He became an Episcopalian and finished his studies 

here and graduating in 1859. 

D. He began caring for Jesus’ sheep in Shanghai after 

leaning Chinese on the way to China. 
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1. He translated the Bible and parts of the Prayer Book 

into Mandarin. 

2. Elected to Shanghai in 1877, established St. John’s 

University there, and began to translate the Bible 

into Wenli. 

3. In the midst of this work he was stricken with 

paralysis; determined to continue this, he translated 

over 2,000 pages using the middle finger of his 

partially crippled hand. 

4. He wrote “It seemed very hard at first. But God 

knew best. He kept me for the work for which I was 

best fitted”. 

5. Bp. Schereschewsky – a faithful Dispenser of the 

Word of God facing a challenge larger than life. 

E. The challenge of ordination lived out in the lives of 

those passed whom we honor this day, the challenge 

lived out by those of us still alive in ministry, and soon 

to be lived out in the lives of those yet to walk through 

the gates into the city where the sheep of Jesus wait to 

be fed, tended, and cared for. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION (Push) 

A. You wonder if Peter heard the final words Jesus said as 

they crunched along the beach. 

1. “When you were younger, you used to fasten your 

own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when 

you grow old, someone else will take you where you 

do not wish to go.” 

B. Did we who graduated, who went through the gates 

and into the city, hear those words; and if we did, did 

we understand what lay before us? 
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C. As the years went by, most of us learned that our 

hopes, plans, and dreams were not always God’s 

hopes, plans, and dreams. 

1. Yes, but with the eye of faith, like Bp. 

Schereschewsky, we found ourselves comfortable 

being at God’s disposal and strangely content to be 

there. 

2. Knowing the joy of baptizing a wiggling and 

screaming infant, or an aging adult with tears 

pouring down his face with ours. 

3. Looking with hope and in prayer that those persons 

kneeling before the Bishop for confirmation will 

remain strong in the faith and fellowship of the 

Catholic Church. 

4. Watching the Cathedral or Parish Church burst into 

light and song as Easter proclaims “Alleluia! Christ is 

risen!” 

5. But, there is also the rending of soul that comes 

while sitting by a lonely bedside holding the hand of 

a frightened and dying sheep of God; giving the 

ministry of forgiveness that quells the terror of a 

sinner’s death. 

D. Life here at General is now different from when a lot of 

us walked these grounds and prayed and cried in this 

Chapel. 

1. The old address 175 9th Avenue has gone. 

2. The East and West buildings are no longer where 

faculty once lived, where tutors tutored, and where 

students who needed to recover from whatever could 

recuperate in the four bed infirmary.  

3. But, what a joyful surprise to see an “asking” letter 

signed by Curt Kennington with a picture of his wife 

and two children. 
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4. It’s exciting to read in the GTS Quarterly about the 

Wisdom Year curriculum and practical experience 

gained in Pastoral and Field Education. 

5. The GTS Reconciliation Pilgrimage is something that 

can challenge soul and conscience. 

E. Today, as in the years past, at General the challenge to 

translate I John 1 into ministry that makes the words of 

ordination around these walls ring with authenticity still 

lives strong and bold. 

F. “We declare to you what was from the beginning, what 

we heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 

have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 

the word of life.” 

 


