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Many of you have heard or read my standard
speech about what we do at General
Seminary.  In case you missed it, here it is: “We

only do two things at General: Education and Formation.  Each
needs to be roughly in balance, and each needs to be integrated.”

In the past few years, we have spent a great deal of time developing
the second of these two concepts: formation. We have heard from
the wider church that formation is fundamentally important to our
future mission and the overall sustainability of General Seminary.
We have worked hard to make sure our formation is as fine as our
education continues to be. And I am pleased to report that we
have succeeded in doing so.  

Chapel attendance and participation through student-led
Eucharists is up, and faculty buy-in is universal.  Daily lunch in the
Refectory continues, and it is a joy to witness the theological
lingering over coffee and cookies.  This semester, we have radically

changed student advising by establishing groups that now meet
every Wednesday morning in faculty apartments, rather than just
a few times a semester.  This is working out very well.  

The net result is that formation is re-solidifying at General.  

But what about that other focus: education? It’s time to address
that upfront again.

This issue of GTS News Quarterly is focused on academics at The
General Theological Seminary.  As you turn the pages, you will see
that the academic preparation here for church leadership in the
21st century is as strong as it ever was.  Just like General Seminary
well prepared many of you, our alumni, recently or in years past,
we are rising to the challenges of our current environment by
preparing future leaders for the church equally well.  

This semester, we have dozens of academic offerings of all types
by over fifteen faculty members of all types.  One of the great
benefits of being in the center of the major metropolis in our
country is the breadth and depth of specialists and experts in
practically every field.  We are taking advantage of this abundance
like never before at General.  The use of expert faculty is not
incidental or ancillary or some sort of second choice; it’s
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A group from General Seminary on a pilgrimage to Israel in January 2016
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Tuesday, March 1, felt a bit like
Christmas Day on the General Semi-
nary campus—it was the day that I
communicated the potential matches
between sites and residents, mostly

rising third-year M.Div. candidates, for the upcoming 2016-2017
Wisdom Year. Each Wisdom Year resident was matched with
three or four potential sites, and vice versa, depending on each
site’s needs and each student’s gifts.

Over the following 90 days, Wisdom Year residents will have had
the opportunity to interview with churches across the region, in
an attempt to mutually discern the right match for the
upcoming academic year.

The diversity of Wisdom Year sites is astounding, and represen-
tative of the diversity of the New York metro region. All 12 sites
are within a 75-minute commute, save two. The sites are spread
across five dioceses, and range from somewhat traditional 

one-priest parishes to big “avenue” churches in Manhattan,
and include two diocesan partnerships, three placements in
Spanish-speaking congregations, and one non-parish-based
ministry. 

Along with the site recruitment process, I have been engaging
in conversations about integration with faculty, staff, and stu-
dents. One persistent question is, “How do we share know-
ledge acquired in different spheres, and how do we integrate
those spheres?” For example, how do we make sure that what
we are hearing in chapel via the daily lectionary is integrated
into our learning processes in scripture classes, and vice versa?
And, how do we form students to be prepared for the practical
aspects of ministerial life which await them upon graduation,
without diluting the substance of their theological education?

To that end, I am working with faculty to develop a series of
sequential Integrative Seminars which accompany field educa-
tion, each semester building on the next in order to challenge

Notes from the Field 
AN UPDATE ON THE WISDOM YEAR

The Rev. Emily Wachner
Director of Integrative Programs

intentional.  But, instead of imagining what they are doing,
read about them throughout this issue.

Scholarship is growing, not just for our students, but for the
entire church.  In the next few pages, you will read about a new
book from Prof. Michael Battle, a major academic paper
presentation by Prof. Todd Brewer, and the research and
translation projects of Prof. Clair McPherson.  

The wider church confirms what I have been witnessing: our
faculty are being invited to share their expertise. For example,
Affiliate Professor of Liturgy, the Rev. Dr. Kevin Maroney,
recently was asked to be one of only a few seminary professors
to serve on The Episcopal Church’s Marriage Task Force, in
preparation for General Convention 2018. Another example is
Adjunct Prof. Stephanie Spellers’ recent appointment to the
staff of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, as Canon for Mission
and Reconciliation, in addition to continuing her residential
academic duties at General.  The list goes on.  

In addition to the scholarship of our faculty, you will read about
the travels and accomplishments of some of our talented
students.  The academic opportunities at General have allowed
these students to shine in the world at large.

General Seminary is also engaged in ensuring fine academic
leadership.  Our focused search for a chief academic officer is
ongoing, and the candidate pool is deep and wonderfully

diverse. I fully expect someone to be in place by early this
summer and look forward to the ministry of this new Vice
President and Dean of Academic Affairs to expand our
horizons. I look forward to continuing the refinement of our
ordination-focused M.Div. (Strategic Pillar I), growth of a newly
energized non-ordination track, vocationally focused M.A.
program (Strategic Pillar II), and helping identify the right
partners and affiliations (Strategic Pillar III) for increasing our
academic capacity and program strength.  

Now, back to that familiar speech:  “Education and Formation.”
Without high quality and serious education, formation will be
vapid and shallow. Similarly, without intentional and
integrative formation, education is narrowing and useless to
the wider church. Strengthening both together serves to form
leaders who can—and will—help grow the Body of Christ and
our beloved church.  

I hope you read every word of this issue. I have always been
proud of our academics at General, now more than ever. I bet
you are, too.  

As always, I enjoy hearing from you. Please let me know if you
have any questions, comments or concerns.

Education and Formation (Cont’d from p.1)
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A false, and deadly, dichotomy 
persists in discussions of seminaries: 
a seminary, so this notion suggests,
must either emphasize liturgical
niceties or stress the urgencies of 

the social Gospel. Similarly, a dichotomy exists where a semi-
nary must choose between clerical preparation and the
education of the laity. 

At The General Theological Seminary, we have been creatively
exploring and developing an innovative, groundbreaking
approach to Christian and priestly formation for the twenty-
first century. Therefore, some have concluded, we must be
sacrificing our traditional academic integrity. We must be mor-
phing into a “trade school.”

Those who have come to that empty conclusion—especially
those who broadcast it through the twin, unreliable channels
of social media and the rumor mill—need to consider two 
realities: General’s present academic output and our vision 
of integration. 

Let’s look at the truth about our current academic activities.

Michael Battle, Professor of Church and Society, is completing
Revelation: a Commentary for Today for John Knox Press
(Autumn 2016) and South African Confessor: a Spiritual Biog-
raphy of Archbishop Desmond Tutu (2017). 

Todd Brewer, Assistant Professor of New Testament, is sched-
uled to give a paper, "One Greater than the Temple is Here:
Comparing Matthew, Judas, and Philip on Jesus’ Sacrificial
Identity," at the Connecting Gospels Colloquium at Durham 
University in England this July.  

I myself am working on a translation and study of a primary
text by Nilus of Ancyra for the St. Vladimir’s Press, a chapter of
which will be my paper at the 2016 International Conference
on Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and I’m also
working on Carolingian Polymath: an Introduction to Rabanus
Maurus, tentatively for the  Dumbarton Oaks medieval series at
Harvard University Press. 

All of us are either planning, or have already completed, pil-
grimages with students to Africa, Israel, and Southern France.
And all are currently offering academically challenging courses,
such as Atonement; Eastern Religions; The Trinity; Paul: a Radical
Jew, in addition to our core curriculum classes. 

Our Affiliate Professors are just as seriously productive: Kevin
Moroney’s article, "And The Episcopal Church Shall Revise
(Maybe),” will be featured this spring in the Inter-Anglican
Journal, published by the Church of Ireland, and Shane Scott-
Hamblen is polishing his doctoral thesis for publication. 

The indefatigable Alina Feld, Affiliate Professor of Theology,
has in the past year alone published five papers including
“God, Freedom, and Immortality in the Digital Age: Bau-
drillard’s Perfect Crime” for the Ecumenical Theological and
Interdisciplinary Symposium in New York City in December
2015, and also  “A Response on Carl Theodor Dreyer’s The Pas-
sion of Joan of Arc” for the American Philosophical Association
Eastern Division in Washington D.C. this past January, while
finishing her second book, The Bodies will be Judged: A
Hermeneutic of the Resurrection from Gregory of Nyssa to Michel
Henry, Alain Badiou, David G. Leahy. 

More importantly still, our students and seminarians are
equally prolific in academics.  Tommie Watkins, a senior and a
former community council president, is writing his M.Div. thesis
on the critical relationship between the Twelve-Step program
in various substance-abuse support systems and the classic
Christian ascetical principle of kenosis or “self-emptying,” which
originated in the hymn in Philippians 2.  

S.T.M. candidate Libbie Schrader is working on a compelling
study of the names and numbers of women in the Gospels
present in the crucifixion, entombment, and empty tomb nar-
ratives, arguing that the data demonstrate that the names and
numbers of women significantly differ, not just from Gospel to
Gospel, but from manuscript to manuscript within each
Gospel.  Her master's thesis, which suggests that Martha is a
scribal interpolation into the Fourth Gospel, is forthcoming in
the Harvard Theological Review. 

Alive and Well 
SCHOLARLY LIFE AT GENERAL SEMINARY

The Rev. Clair McPherson
Professor of Ascetical Theology

Prof. Clair McPherson (center) with General Seminary students, 
Libbie Schrader and Tommie Watkins

(Cont’d on p. 6)
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Jo Ann Jones
M.Div. ’17

In October, 2015, after the Matriculation ceremony, Professor
Michael Battle approached me about my interest in traveling to
South Africa. He had served as adjutant to Archbishop Tutu from
1993-1994 at Bishopscourt in Cape Town, experiencing his the-
ology and participating with him in a wide array of activities, and
I could see in his request a strong vision of revitalizing the
Desmond Tutu Center at The General Theological Seminary.

In 1984,
Archbishop
Desmond Tutu was
in residence at
General Seminary
as the Visiting
Professor of
Anglican Studies
when he was
notified that he
would receive the
Nobel Peace Prize.
After his residence,

he maintained his connection, visiting General several times.
Based on its long relationship with Archbishop Tutu, the
Seminary later established the Desmond Tutu Center in his
honor. As the new Director of the Tutu Center, it has become
quite apparent that Battle is seeking to help the Center grow

into a place focused on the life, theology, advocacy
and legacy of Archbishop Tutu.

In January 2016, we gathered for our pilgrimage to
South Africa, the home of Desmond Tutu. The ten of

us arrived almost two by two: two seniors, Ann Urinowski and
Charles Bauer; two middlers, Sharon Sutton and myself; a Th.D.
student, Meg Finnerud and her husband, Ken; a General Semi-
nary Board member, Dianne Audrick Smith, and a faculty

member/adminis-
trator from Virginia
Theological Semi-
nary, Kathryn
Glover, in addition
to Professor Battle
and his friend and
colleague, the Rev.
Edwin Arrison.

Battle and Arrison
had organized an

intense immersion learning experience that appealed to the
senses, the intellect, the heart and the soul. We had conversa-
tions with theologians, priests and the official biographer 
of Tutu, a psychologist who had served on the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, and who allowed us to explore
the Archbishop’s spirituality, his role as catalyst and thorn in 
the side of many, and what his legacy might be.

The premiere experience was attending a Eucharist at St. George’s
Cathedral in Cape Town at which Archbishop Tutu presided.
Afterwards, we had breakfast and conversation with him. We
were all impressed with Tutu’s response to Sharon Sutton asking
him to identify his passion. His response, “Freedom.”

Connecting to South Africa 
and Desmond Tutu

Steve Schunk 
M.Div. ’18  

This past January, a group from The General Theological
Seminary embarked on a Pilgrimage and Study Tour to Israel
and the Holy Land, and it was a resounding success for the 
12 of us who travelled together. The mix included three family
members, one outside faculty member, three M.Div. Juniors,
one GTS faculty
member, one GTS
staff member and
three Trustees.

In particular, this
nine-day tour
brought the
ancient texts to
life. We explored
the geography and the ancient ruins of the northwestern
coastal port, Caesarea, on the Mediterranean Sea, including the
Palace of Herod the Great; and also Paneas in the foothills of
the high mountains of Hermon. After that, we headed south to
the rolling, rocky hills with short green grass and scrub around
Nazareth and Jerusalem. Then we traveled west toward Caper-
naum and the grassy banks along the Sea of Galilee. Moving
south toward the arid desert and the plateau at Masada, we

traveled to Qasr-Yehud, the traditional site of the
baptism of Jesus on the Jordan River, and then down
to the mineral water of the Dead Sea, where you can

float unassisted. Our group spent several days in and around
Nazareth, one day in Bethlehem, and the remaining days in
Jerusalem.

There were some particularly memorable aspects of our
journey, compared to other available Holy Land tours. The first
was having the high scholarship of both a New and Old Testa-
ment professor lead the tour, in addition to the Israel guide.
Together, they brought us up-to-date archeological knowledge
and insight into the geography and the sites we explored—
particularly in and around Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 

The second was our group size and mix, of students, faculty,
advisors, trustees and some family, who formed a strong social
and worship community. We gathered daily for either Morning
Prayer or Evening Prayer, celebrated Eucharist once, and
attended Mass at the Anglican Church in Jerusalem. We ate
most of our meals together and enjoyed evening conversa-
tions, recalling the day’s highlights. One of the most moving
worship services was an Evening Prayer service which was held
on a boat offshore on the Sea of Galilee.  Experiencing the cul-
ture first-hand, especially the local foods and cuisine, helped us
take root in these ancient lands.   

Having a new sense of this particular geography, the ancient
lands breathed life into the historical biblical stories.  In my

Experiencing the Holy Land

Desmond Tutu addresses reporters at 
General Seminary in 1984 after receiving 

notification of his Nobel Peace Prize.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Prof. Michael Battle
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South Africa is a
country of great
contrasts, leading
Bishop John
Walker to write,
“…my heart
swells with pride
in this place and
breaks at the
beauty of it.”  In
our time there, the group from General visited places of beauty
such as Cape Town and two wineries; and difficult places
including Robben Island, where Nelson Mandela was impris-
oned, and where now-former political prisoners serve as tour
guides, allowing them to tell their stories themselves. That
anyone could overcome the trauma of that experience and be
able to return to work there is a resurrection story in itself.

We also visited a township of shanty houses, served by very
public latrines. While there, we visited a minister in the United
Church of Christ, whose small church sits on a parcel of land for
which he is trying to obtain ownership.

In thinking about developing courses, curricula, sharing mate-
rials and students, we heard of the work of Beyers Naude, a
Dutch Reformed minister and theologian and a leading
Afrikaner anti-apartheid activist, whose papers are archived at
the University of Stellenbosch. In addition, we explored dif-
ferent ideas for possible student exchanges and curriculum
development at the University of the Western Cape, which has
established a Desmond Tutu center of its own. Archbishop Tutu
was a former chancellor there at the university.

We then spent two
days in Hermanus at
the Volmoed Retreat
Center, which served
as a place of refresh-
ment and renewal
for many in the fight
against apartheid.
We experienced the
hopes and dreams of
children at a secondary school on their first day of classes and of
two young women preparing for exams in agriculture at the
township library, who look forward to instituting new means of
agricultural production in their country.

This trip to South Africa was a formative experience, never to be
forgotten, leaving many of us ready to return, committed to the
realization of the Desmond Tutu Center at General Seminary.

mind’s eye, I now
have many new
and improved
images when I
read passages
about tending the
sheep.  I’ve seen
the manger in
Bethlehem, and
Qasr-Yehud where

Jesus was baptized by John. Even my picture of the entire Pas-
sion Narrative is forever changed, because I’ve walked the Via
Dolorosa (the Way of Sorrows), and touched the rock of Calvary.
In one way or another, we all came back from this trip having
had many new and deeply moving experiences.  

In terms of the Old Testament and our Jewish heritage, while in
Jerusalem, we could see how the oldest section, the City of
David, was first located next to the water, and was later
expanded to a higher, fortified position up on top of the hill,
where the Temple was built.  We visited Qumran and saw the
cave where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, and then vis-
ited the fortress on Masada, where the Jewish zealots held off
the Romans for over a year after the destruction of the Temple. 

General Seminary is considering offering these pilgrimage
tours annually, and making them available to the larger com-
munity—for the value of their academic, worship, and social
components.  We all had a great time, made new friends, and
shared new experiences.  Next year, perhaps Oxford or Rome?

Tommie Watkins, Jr., M.Div. ‘16, spent part of his winter break 
on a pilgrimage to Rome. Here, he is shown at the Porta Sancta

of the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore.

The pilgrimage group with Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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students to juxtapose their field experiences with what they
are learning in their coursework. Each seminar will bring
together faculty and practitioners, in tandem with experience
in the field, to enable students to understand that theology
and the practical sphere are intimately linked. For example,
first-year students might hear from a prison chaplain and learn
about the school-to-prison pipeline; then hear a lecture on the
theology of corporate sin, and how we address it as a church.
Or, students might explore best stewardship practices from the
Episcopal Church Foundation, learn to assess a church’s stew-
ardship program, and hear from the New Testament professor
about Gospel theologies of stewardship.

This process of integration should reach its intended culmina-
tion in the third-year curriculum, which will focus on
supporting Wisdom Year residents serving as practitioners in
specific contexts, applying the practical skills and theological
perspectives they have obtained over the previous four semes-
ters of coursework. The goal is to support Wisdom Year residents
while they become more integrated as students and human
beings—and ultimately as priests. 

So far, the anecdotal evidence bears this out: as our six 2015-
2016 Wisdom Year residents engage in their job searches, they
are able to offer deeper experience than the average candidate
for a curacy. The majority of these students are searching for
rector or priest-in-charge positions, and the response to their
Wisdom Year residencies, from the bishops and vestries who
will hire these students, has been resoundingly positive. I look
forward to the unfolding of the next chapter of The Way of
Wisdom, and I hope you do, too! Stay tuned.

Co-chief Sacristan Matt Jacobson, who was a pediatrician in his
“former life,” has excelled in Greek, having won the 2015
McVicker Prize in that language. He studied advanced Greek in
two classes this year, and is studying Latin on his own. 

These are in no way atypical; I could mention the academic
achievements of virtually any General Seminary student. 

General Seminary has not compromised in the area of scholar-
ship. We have not become a “trade school.” Our minds are
active; so is our richly endowed Keller Library. But neither are
we an ivory tower with a chapel attached. We are The General
Theological Seminary, and we aim to be worthy of all three ele-
ments of our name. 

Our institutional vocation is formation: of Christian leaders
who are both well-equipped and well-informed. We take aca-
demics, Chapel, and practical field experience with equal—and
very great—seriousness. 

That brings us to our vision of integration. As Dean Dunkle has
often stressed, with us the truth is not “either/or,” it is “both/and.”
We believe that our bold innovations in formation do not
detract from our academic excellence. On the contrary, we
believe the two are complementary; just as we believe that a
healthy spiritual life, centered in our Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, supports both. 

Expressed in Gospel terms, we are pouring our new wine 
into new wineskins. And we believe the new vintage is 
lively and good.

Notes from the Field (Cont’d from p. 2) Alive and Well (Cont’d from p. 3)

Adorning the vestibule of the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd are two magnifi-
cently etched windows honoring St. Mary
the Virgin and St. Elizabeth. Alumni and
Friends visiting the Close for the first time
since the 1990s often remark that they
don’t recall the windows, and inquire
about their origin. 

The windows were a gift of the Rt. Rev.
Harold B. Robinson, Class of 1946 and
D.D. 1967, Bishop of the Diocese of
Western New York from 1970 to 1988,
deceased, and Assisting Bishop of the
Diocese of New York from 1989 to 1993,
and his wife, Mrs. Marie Robinson. 

Robinson, who was also a member of the
Board of Trustees of General Seminary,
and Mrs. Robinson were living on the
Close and thought, by 1990, it was time

for women to be represented among the
iconography of the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd. 

Harold and Marie Robinson engaged the
artist, Wendy Armstrong Jewett, and the
windows were created and ready for 
dedication at a Special Evensong on
October 16, 1991, in loving memory of
their mothers, Mary Barrett Robinson 
and Elizabeth Osborn Little. 

During her time on the Close, Marie
Robinson also gave great care to the gar-
dens, and continues to be a faithful sup-
porter of the Chelsea Square Conservancy.

We are deeply grateful for Bishop and
Mrs. Robinson, and their lives of dedi-
cated, faithful ministry and support, not
only to General, but to our Church.

Windows into the Chapel



Two General Seminary Students Receive
Episcopal Church Thank Offering Grants

United Thank Offering 2016 seminarian grants
have been awarded to students from The General
Theological Seminary. Alexander Barton, M.Div.
'17, and Valerie Bailey Fischer, Th.D. candidate,
claimed two of the five grants awarded this year.

Their grant proposals were asked to focus on the Five Marks
of Episcopal Mission:

To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
To teach, baptize and nurture new believers
To respond to human need by loving service
To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge
violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain
and renew the life of the earth

Submitted grant applications were to show creativity and/or
innovation on one or more of these marks.

The two General Seminary students who were awarded
grants submitted the following grant proposals:

Alexander Doyle Barton
Mark 1: Magnificat Arts Program

To provide a program for residents of St.
Mary's Shelter in Manhattan which serves
immigrants and asylum seekers to express
their own story and artistic interests through
photography, writing, and spoken word. This
project will take place over four weekends, in

which shelter residents will collaborate with local and inter-
national journalists to learn visual, written and oral
storytelling techniques. It will culminate with a showcase of
their final work. The grant will fund stipends to each partici-
pant from the shelter, as well as printing, display supplies,
and initial costs of a finished booklet.

Valerie Bailey Fischer
Mark 2: General Seminary 
Good Shepherd Atrium

To build a portable atrium to be used as a
teaching and learning area by seminary resi-
dents and their children, the new Christians.
This project will include training seminarians
to become leaders and teachers of The Cate-

chesis of the Good Shepherd which will be used as a tool for
children and adult formation. As the seminarians become
clergy, they will have the background to continue the process
of teaching, baptizing, and nurturing new believers in the
Christian faith. The grant will fund the building of the atrium
and training seminarians.

Nathan LeRud ’07 Named Dean of 
Trinity Cathedral, Portland

The Rev. Canon Nathan LeRud, Class
of 2007, has been called as the next
Dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
in Portland, Oregon. LeRud had 
previously been serving as the 
cathedral’s Acting Dean during the
transition period.

A member of the Cathedral’s staff
since 2009, LeRud was hired by the
previous Dean, the Very Rev. William
Lupfer, to serve as Canon Residentiary,

overseeing administrative staff and ministry organization. 

In 2012, LeRud was appointed Canon for Spiritual Formation,
assuming leadership of Trinity’s nationally recognized adult
education programs. When Lupfer was appointed Rector of
Trinity Church, Wall Street, in 2014, LeRud was called to serve
as the Cathedral’s Acting Dean.

A fifth-generation Oregonian and native Portlander, LeRud is
the son of a pastor and was raised and baptized in The Evan-
gelical Church of North America. He received a B.A. in English
and Theatre from Whitman College in Walla Walla, Wash-
ington, before receiving his M.Div. attending The General
Theological Seminary. 

Sponsored for ordination by the Episcopal Diocese of
Spokane, LeRud was ordained to the priesthood in 2007.
Before being called to Trinity, he served as curate of Christ
Episcopal Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey.

In a letter accepting the vestry’s invitation, LeRud wrote, 
“I’m excited and energized by the vision for our future that 
is already emerging. The people of Trinity are some of the 
most committed, creative and passionate folks I’ve ever
known, and to be called as your next spiritual leader is 
humbling and thrilling.”

LeRud is married to the Rev. James Michael Joiner, Class of
2012, Assistant Rector of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church in Portland.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral was established as an Episcopal
parish in 1851, with the present building being consecrated
in 1906. Trinity was designated as the cathedral for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Oregon in 1993, and since its beginning
in the pioneer days of the Oregon Trail, has been among the
largest Episcopal parishes in the Pacific Northwest. Trinity
Episcopal Cathedral identifies as a progressive congregation
of 1,800 members open to many points of view, but united in
their strong  commitment to spiritual formation, community
outreach, and social justice.

News & Notes
HAPPENINGS ON THE CLOSE AND BEYOND
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Giving to GTS
Thank You!

Your gifts are an important
affirmation of our heritage
and our future, and you are
a  partner in our call to pro-
vide a voice and vision for a
generous Anglican witness
in worship and service.

Learn more at
giving.gts.edu

Transitions
The Rev. Dr. J. Barrington Bates ’04, Interim
Rector, St. Peter’s, Essex Fells, NJ
The Rev. Kathleen Hawkins Berkowe ’10,
Priest-in-Charge, St. Mark’s, New Britain, CT
The Rev. Mark Fitzhugh ’01, Rector, St. John’s of
Lattingtown, Locust Valley, NY
The Rev. Julia A. Fritts ’08, Rector, St. John’s, East
Windsor, CT

The Rev. Sarah Hedgis ’15, Assistant Priest, St.
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, PA
The Very Rev. Nathan LeRud ’07, Dean, Trinity
Episcopal Cathedral, Portland, OR
The Rev. Jason Poling ’15, Mission Developer &
Vicar, St. Hilda’s Episcopal Church, Catonsville, MD
The Rev. Erin Betz Shank ’15, Vicar, Trinity
Church, New Castle, PA
The Rev. Lee Ann D. Tolzmann ’01, Canon for
Mission Leadership, Diocese of Connecticut

The Rev. Fain Murphey Webb ’92, Priest-in-
Residence, St. Dunstan’s, Succasunna, NJ
The Rev. Jeremiah Williamson ’06, Rector,
Grace and St. Stephen’s, Colorado Springs, CO
The Rev. Rob Wood ’96, Rector, Church of the
Good Shepherd, Cashiers, NC
The Rev. Canon Bruce Woodcock ’02, Interim
Rector, St. Mary’s in Tuxedo, NY

Necrology
The Rev. Jae Wook Chung ’14
The Rev. Robert “Robin” Crawford ’66
The Rev. Alanson B. Houghton ’66
The Rev. Janet Hill Johnson ’99
Mrs. Sarah Nazimova-Baum ’11
Ms. Margaret Rothschild ’00

Alumni News

All the latest news from
General Seminary can be
found at news.gts.edu.

Read more about the
stories in this issue at

news.gts.edu/notes

Summers at General 
Registration is open for exciting
courses to be offered in the 
Summer 2016 term, and General
Learners are especially welcome
to study.  Even if you are not pur-
suing a formal degree, come take
courses to explore faith, ministry,
and prayer. 

Introduction to 
Christian Spirituality
Exploring the Classic Texts 
and Practices
June 13-23 
Mon.- Thu., 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Prof. Clair McPherson

Wandering for 
the Love of God 
An Exploration of Early 
Medieval Spirituality 
June 13-23
Mon.- Thu.,1:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Prof. Clair McPherson

Contemplative 
Practices for Spiritual 
Direction Ministry 
Examine closely different kinds 
of contemplative practices 
June 6-8
Mon.-Wed., 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Adj. Prof. Westina Matthews

For more information:
gts.edu/summer

Conversations about 
General Theological Seminary:

Past, Present, and Future
A series of interactive events 

for Alumni and Friends* 
with

The Very Rev. Kurt H. Dunkle ’04
13th Dean and President

The Rt. Rev. Clifton Daniel, 3rd
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Maryland
April 27, 2016, 6:15-8:15 p.m. hosted by

the Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton
Massachusetts

June 29, 2016, 6:15-8:15 p.m. hosted by
the Rev. Joel M. Ives ’96

Maine
June 30, 2016, 12:15-2:15 p.m. hosted by

the Rev. Timothy Boggs ’07 and
the Rev. Canon Marguerite 
Henninger Steadman ’97

More dates and locations will be 
announced throughout 2016.

*Please feel free to bring your spouse, partner,
Warden, Vestry Members, or any friends inter-
ested in the future of Theological Education.

For more details and registration:
news.gts.edu/conversations

or email gtsalumniae@gts.edu
or call (646) 717-9705

The Alumni Gathering 2016
A Celebration of the 

194th Commencement 

Tuesday and Wednesday
May 10 and 11, 2016

Events will include:

• The Memorial Eucharist and presen-
tation of the 2016 Distinguished
Alumni Award to the Rev. Paula M.
Jackson, Class of 1985

• The Episcopal Church and The
Anglican Communion: A Colloquium
with Prof. Michael Battle presented by
The Desmond Tutu Center

• Special Evensong 
Baccalaureate Service

• Graduating Students and 
Honorary Doctorate Recipients Dinner

• Graduation Breakfast, Eucharist, and
Commencement Ceremony

For more details and registration:
gts.edu/gathering

or email gtsalumniae@gts.edu
or call (646) 717-9705


