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The aim of this conference is to raise public awareness why the promotion 
and implementation of ecological seeds and farming will be essential for our 
society and our children’s future. Its realisation should not be impeded by the 
intended Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the 
EU and the US (which might be finalised in 2015/2016), but play a decisive 
role in the next period of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) starting in 
2021. 
 
Seeds need to be handled as a public good and cultural inheritance of 
farmers, gardeners and mankind in the first place and only as a commodity in 
the second place.  

We need legal free distribution and exchange of seed material without the 
requirement of registration. Small and medium sized breeding companies and 
communities which breed genetic diverse and reproducible seeds and 
varieties need state and public support for their important work (i.e. to breed 
open pollinating material, neither hybrids nor GMOs). That includes fair 
market access for genetic diverse varieties (no monopoly in the hands of a 
few multinational seed companies). 
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The conference will present the results of a strategic paper how to achieve” 
30% ecological seeds and farming till 2030 in Europe”. It is being 
produced in collaboration among the universities of Brussels, Athens and 
Cambridge and supported by a European expert committee. It shows a 
potential way to gain an important market share and why Europe should 
promote ecological production as a “label for sustainable life”.  
 
Conference speakers will explain why 
- locally produced and to local environment adapted seeds are essential 
- ecological food and farming is more healthy and sustainable 
- local markets secure our food supply and create employment in rural areas 
- ecological seeds increase biodiversity compared with our current low level 
 
The conference will also discuss the potential impact of TTIP on environment, 
food and farming in Europe. TTIP stipulates that foreign private investment 
will be higher valued than for instance national laws concerning environment 
and consumer protection. It will open our borders for GMO, which a vast 
majority of European consumers doesn’t want, and industrial produced seeds 
of multinational corporations due to global liberalised market conditions. 
However industrial standardisation of food products is far from taking the 
needs of human local conditions and real needs into account. TTIP realised in 
a one-sided way means: Europe would become more and more dependent on 
food imports which is often not adequate to our needs concerning health and 
to mitigate world hunger.  
 
No and why no patents on seeds and life is another important issue to be 
discussed on the conference.  
  
The symposium is part of the Brussels Seed Festival which takes place in 
cooperation with festivals in London, Warsaw, Amsterdam and Athens. It 
wants to motivate citizens and experts to act positively creating local projects, 
local markets and local discussions to increase ecological production by 
doing. We need to build positive facts which politicians and the industry 
cannot ignore. 
 
Organisation: Urban Ecology Centre (Brussels), Demeter International (EU 
Liaison Office), Network Economy Group (Brussels and London) and others 
 
Language: English 
 
Program 
	  
15:00	  Opening	  and	  Welcoming	  	  
Andreas	   Biesantz	   (Demeter	   International,	   EU	   Liaison	   Office),	   Stefan	   Doeblin	  
(Network	  Economy	  Group),	  Prof.	  Wouter	  Achten	  (Université	  Libre	  de	  Bruxelles	  (ULB)	  
	  
15:20	  What	  and	  who	  is	  the	  Plant?	  Possible	  Implications	  for	  Breeding	  
Dr.	  Florianne	  Köchlin,	  Blauen	  Institute,	  Switzerland	  
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15:40	  No	  GMO	  in	  agriculture	  and	  no	  patents	  on	  seeds	  Christof	  Potthof,	  Gen-‐
Ethisches-‐Netzwerk,	  Berlin,	  Germany	  
	  
16:00	  Good	  seeds,	  good	  food,	  good	  health	  -‐	  why	  are	  local	  seeds	  so	  important?	  
How	  to	  foster	  healthy	  crops	  for	  a	  healthy	  nutrition?	  
Frank	  Adams,	  artisanal	  seed	  grower,	  teacher	  at	  the	  technical	  school	  for	  agriculture	  
Luxemburg	  and	  founding	  member	  of	  SEED	  asbl	  Luxembourg	  (www.seed-‐net.lu)	  
	  
16:20	  Presentation	  of	  the	  results	  of	  the	  study	  decentralized	  &	  ecological	  seeds	  and	  
farming	  till	  2030	  in	  Europe	  (Stephan	  Kampelmann,	  project	  leader,	  ULB)	  
	  
16:40	  How	  to	  protect	  rural	  and	  local	  markets	  in	  the	  UK	  Thea	  Platt,	  ex-‐CPRE,	  UK	  
	  
17:00	  What’s	  behind	  TTIP	  (Transatlantic	  Trade	  and	  Investment	  Partnership)	  -‐
possible	  impact	  on	  European	  society	  and	  consumers	  (Paul	  Carline,	  Scotland,	  writer	  
of	  the	  TTIP	  article	  in	  “New	  View”	  magazine)	  
	  
17:30	  Panel	  Discussion	  including	  the	  audience	  
with	   Mindaugas	   MACIULEVIČIUS,	   Member	   of	   the	   European	   Economic	   and	   Social	  	  	  	  

Committee	   and	   Representative	   of	   the	   Chamber	   of	   Agriculture	   of	   the	   Republic	   of	  
Lithuania	  
	  
Moderation:	  Hans	  Martin	  Lorenzen	  (Agricultural	  Adviser,	  European	  Parliament)	  /	  
Andreas	  Biesantz	  (Demeter	  International)	  /	  Stefan	  Doeblin,	  Network	  Economy	  
	  

18:00	  Closing	  the	  Symposium	  	  
	  
	  
Other	  potential	  experts	  and	  panelists	  	  
	  
Antje	  Kölling	  „Impact	  of	  European	  seed	  policy	  and	  legislation”	  (IFOAM	  EU	  Group)	  tbc	  

	  
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 
 
 


