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Rotherham MP warns George Osborne to lay off Rotherham ahead of budget 
  
Sarah Champion MP has warned the Chancellor not to short change Rotherham in next week’s 
budget after figures revealed the unfairness of Tory Government cuts to the area.  
  
According to Labour research, Rotherham Council will have lost over £47 million from its spending 
power by 2020, equivalent to £409 per household. Meanwhile, wealthier areas will see an increase in 
spending after George Osborne handed hundreds of millions of pounds to Tory councils ahead of this 
May’s council elections.  
  
Affluent areas like South Cambridgeshire have seen an increase of £14 per household whereas 
Rotherham has continued to bear the brunt of Tory cuts. 
  
The figures revealed that the Yorkshire and Humberside region as a whole will have lost over £852 
million from its spending power by 2020. 
  
Sarah Champion said: 

 
“Despite plenty of promises to protect local services, the reality is that Rotherham and Yorkshire 
continue to suffer from Tory cuts. 
  
“The Chancellor has an opportunity in the upcoming budget to stop punishing Rotherham and other 
constituencies like it by stopping his practice of taking millions from our local economies and handing 
it over to wealthy Conservative areas.” 

 
ENDS 

NOTES FOR EDITOR 

Notes: 

1. Spending power refers to the total amount available to councils – including income from 

central government grants, council tax, and business rates – and is the Government’s 

preferred measure 

 

2. Regional breakdown of the change in council spending power 2010-2020, per household: 

 

 South East: -£154.07 

 South West: -£174.13 

 London: -£414.14 

 East Midlands: -£251.32 

 East: -£193.02 



 West Midlands: -£349.40 

 Yorkshire & the Humber: -£359.44 

 North East: -£465.51 

 North West: -£385.88 

 

3. Data sources: 

a. Spending power 2010-2015: 

http://public.tableau.com/profile/keepm#!/vizhome/LGBlog/Revenuespendingpower  

b. Spending power 2015-2020: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/49

8700/core_spending_power_supporting_info.xlsx 

c. Dwelling figures; ONS (as at September 2015) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/dwelling-stock-including-vacants  

 

 

For more information please contact:  

 
Tom Colclough 
Communications Officer to Sarah Champion MP 
Member of Parliament for Rotherham 
Telephone: 01709 331037 
Mobile: 07891 109146 
Email: tom.colclough@parliament.uk 
Website: www.sarahchampionmp.com 
 
If you would like to receive Sarah's E-newsletter to learn more about her work representing 

Rotherham - please click here to subscribe  
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