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Sarah Champion MP, Shadow Minister for Preventing Abuse and Domestic Violence, 

expresses deep concern over the increase in recorded sexual offences.  

Police data from the most recent release of the Office for National Statistics’ (ONS) crime survey 
continues to show a worrying rise in the number of recorded sexual offences, with an increase of 29 
per cent in all sexual offences for the year ending December 2015. This is an equivalent of an additional 
23,349 recorded sexual offences compared with the previous year (up from 80,265 to 103,614) and 
brings the total to over 100,000 in a single year for the first time. Within this, the number of offences of 
rape increased by 30 per cent (up to 34,741) and other sexual offences by 29 per cent (up to 68,873).  

The number of sexual offences are at the highest level recorded since the introduction of the National 
Crime Recording Standard in the year ending March 2003 

Sarah Champion MP, Shadow Minister for Preventing Abuse and Domestic Violence, said:  

“This is an incredibly worrying increase in the number of reported sexual offences and incidents of rape. 
I have consistently told the Government that sexual offences are increasing and these figures prove it.”   

“We know that the increase will be partly down to improvements in police recording and the bravery of 
victims willing to come forward, but the numbers speak for themselves.” 

“Sexual crimes have a devastating impact on the lives of the victims, but it is not an inevitable crime. 
The Government must do more to prevent sexual offences from happening in the first place.” 

“Young boys and girls are bombarded with highly sexualised imagery and the normalisation of violence 
in sex through advertising and online pornography. The Government must challenge these dangerous 
messages and heed the evidence and advice of MPs, four Select Committees and numerous charities 
by introducing mandatory relationship education in all schools. This will help to safeguard young people 
and support them to understand what a healthy and respectful relationship looks like.” 

ENDS 

 

NOTES FOR EDITOR 



1. Today’s crime stats announcement can be found here – 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinengland

andwales/yearendingdecember2015 

2. Table 10a of the ONS data shows the increase in the number of recorded sexual offences, and 

can be found here - 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinengland

andwalesbulletintable 
3. In a report release in February 2015, the Education Select Committee said that Sex and 

Relationships Education (SRE) in schools should be given statutory status 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-

committee/news/pshe-sre-report/ 
4. The Chairs of four Select Committees wrote to the Government in January 2016 calling on them 

to introduce mandatory PSHE and sex and relationship education. The letter can be found here -  

http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/Education/Chairs'-letter-to-the-

Secretary-of-State-on-statutory-status-for-PSHE.pdf 

 

For more information please contact:  

 
Tom Colclough 
Communications Officer to Sarah Champion MP 
Member of Parliament for Rotherham 
Telephone: 01709 331037 
Mobile: 07891 109146 
Email: tom.colclough@parliament.uk 
Website: www.sarahchampionmp.com 
 
If you would like to receive Sarah's E-newsletter to learn more about her work representing 

Rotherham - please click here to subscribe  
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