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The Resource Global team recently returned from a trip to 
Jakarta, Indonesia to officially launch the Jakarta Cohort. As it 
was the first trip to Jakarta for most of the team, we reflected on 
just a few of the many elements that make this city unique: 

It is one of the fastest growing economies in the world, so 
sprawling skyscrapers and exquisite landscaping are 
distinct parts of the city. 

The population has grown so quickly without solid 
infrastructure in place, so traffic makes it incredibly difficult 
to get around. 

It is still a developing economy, so the very poor and very rich live side-by-side, and the contrast is evident as you walk the streets. 

Human trafficking is prevalent, yet there have been few response initiatives to date in Indonesia.

The prosperity gospel is evident in the culture of many of the churches. 

We were there during Ramadan, with the Call to Prayer echoing through the city. While we met many believers in Jakarta, it is clear 
they are still the minority.

Yet in the midst of the chaos and dichotomies, we were humbled to be a part of the ways God is moving in Jakarta. 

The young professionals we have met are teachable, humble, and eager to be further equipped in their faith through mentorship in order 
to offer their talents and positions for God and the good of Jakarta. Having graduated from universities in the West, their eyes are opened 
to different ways that the Gospel could reach their country. They are seeing things with a different lens, and at times even questioning 
things they had believed to be the right way of doing ministry all of their lives. We are humbled to be a part of this journey and partnership 
with the church in Jakarta as we help equip and inspire young marketplace leaders.

FRIDAY NIGHT:  Dinner with The Gathering

On our first night as a team in Jakarta, we went to dinner with The Gathering, a group of young professionals that was formed in response 
to the prosperity gospel that is frequently being taught in many churches in Jakarta. They meet monthly to study Scripture and bring in 
speakers committed to solid theology. Bob Doll, our speaker for the weekend, shared part of his testimony with this group, and our team 
asked questions of The Gathering to better understand Indonesian culture, the Gospel work in Jakarta, and some of the pressures and 
expectations that are on this group in the workplace. Most of them studied in the West, come from very wealthy families, and are 
expected to take over their family businesses. 
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We also heard them express the expectations to get married as 
they return home from studying in the West. We asked them how 
they managed active cultural pressures while they learn and apply 
what the Bible says. It was very helpful for our team to get 
face-to-face interaction with the people we serve and be able to ask 
specific questions to further increase our understanding of the 
needs of young professionals in Jakarta. 

SATURDAY:  ICON Conference

Last fall, we hosted the ICON Conference in Jakarta and had 40 people in attendance. This year, we had over 100 people registered, with 
people on a waiting list. Bob Doll, Chief Strategist of Nuveen Investments,  observed that at least 60% of our lives are spent in the 
workplace, and taught how we should use that significant part of our lives to honor God. Topics included the biblical foundations of faith 
and work, why God calls us to work, ambition, profit, and calling. Rev. Donald Moy, a Chinese pastor in the States and now a marketplace 
leader, taught on the justice response to God’s grace towards us and the practical implications of this for people in the workplace, 
specifically as these workers discern how God might be specifically equipping them to respond to justice issues in their city. Additionally, 
we hosted a panel discussion and several Q&A sessions composed of local Indonesian leaders for attendees to contextualize and 
practically apply what they learned to their context. From here, we are selecting a group of about 20 individuals to dive deeper into 
mentorship through the Jakarta Cohort, set to begin meeting in 
September 2016. The hope is that these 20 will lay the 
foundation for future Gospel work in Indonesia. Out of the 20, our 
hope is to train six of them to be future teachers for ongoing faith 
and work training through Resource Global, and all of them to be 
leaders in their church, their work, and their community. As new 
cohort groups go through the training, we hope that cohort 
graduates will train the groups after them. Therefore, it is 
important to note that though we initially have American leaders 
teaching and mentoring them, that will be replaced by local 
Indonesian leaders as the years go on.  
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As is always the case when operating in countries 
different from our own, we want to be students and 
listeners first to see what and how God is working.  
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SATURDAY NIGHT:  Dinner with Bob Doll

Because we’ve made so many connections with the younger generation 
in Jakarta, we wanted to continue to build relationships with the older 
generation of Christians business leaders in Jakarta. It is important not to 
alienate and disregard what they are doing and acknowledge the legacy 
they have built in the Christian community that is being established. We 
also wanted to provide a space to allow them to hear our heart as we 
dream of what God could do through the next generation. Our local 
board, made up of two local pastors and one business leader, were 
generous to open up their networks to us for this event. We had 100 
people in attendance, where Bob shared his testimony and the top seven 
things he’s learned about being an influential Christian in the workplace. 
The event was very well received and asked for more of these speakers 
in the future. We hope and pray that the older generation will be 
mobilized to support the younger generation to view work as a tool to 
bring glory to God, and will join us in dreaming for Gospel renewal in 
Jakarta through these young leaders

HIGHLIGHTS AND KEY TAKEAWAYS

There were many areas that we’ve seen God go before our team and provide this opportunity to equip young marketplace 
leaders.

One influential business person would not meet with the team during an earlier visit, as he wanted Resource Global to “prove” 
ourselves first. This individual ended up attending the Dinner with Bob Doll on Saturday evening and met individually with our team 
through a mutual connection while we were in town. We were deemed credible because of the presence of an established US 
marketplace leader who had come with us.  

Individuals shared that having events and churches in English is their preference. Because many of them came to faith in the 
States, they shared that worshipping God in English is a comfort to them. We’re grateful that our connections can bring more 
opportunities like the ICON Conference to them in the future.

A few women shared that there is no English-speaking women’s conference in Jakarta, and they would love to have one in the 
future. Please pray through how Resource Global might come alongside them in this in the future, specifically as we send a team to 
explore this in the near future.  
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We were blown away by the generosity of Bob Doll to speak 
five times over his two and a half days in Jakarta. Both the 
younger and older marketplace leaders were moved by his 
teaching, and responded with questions that reflected a unique 
depth of understanding and application. We’re grateful for the 
testimony God has developed through his life and for his 
willingness to share what he has learned as a marketplace 
leader living out his faith in the workplace in the US. We are 
also grateful for his example of humility and servant attitude 
that continues to be an example and model to all of us.  

We must rely on the cultural insights of Sarah Chow, our local 
project manager, and the board as we move the Cohort forward in Jakarta – they are critical to our wise and appropriate decision 
making. We’re thankful for a board that has purposely cleared space in their schedules for Resource Global and wishes to be extremely 
active and involved in this organization.  

We need to continue building bridges with the older generation as well as with many different churches, as there is a significant divide 
between the generations as well as from congregation to congregation. In the months ahead, that will be a priority for Tommy as we 
seek to work with the generation above the young professionals we seek to impact.  

Young professionals in Jakarta are hungry to learn more! They have been mobilized, and now we must continue inspiring and equipping 
them to deepen their faith and work journey to make significant impact in Jakarta.
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Thank you for partnering with us for a successful and impactful ICON Conference to launch the Jakarta 
Cohort. Stay tuned as the Jakarta Cohort continues to be established and we anticipate the fruit of pouring 

into young professionals in Jakarta.
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