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GET TO KNOW JAKARTA

Indonesia is the fourth most 
populous country in the world, 
ranking behind only China, India, and the United 

States. Its 17,000 islands stretch wider than the 

United States. With a country population that is 85% 

Muslim and 60% without Gospel witness, the task of 

proclaiming the good news of Christ is a God-sized 

one, particularly for the evangelical church there 

which constitutes only 2.8% of the population.

LANGUAGE OF 
INSTRUCTION

Bahasa Indonesia

COUNTRY 
POPULATION

253.6 Million

INDONESIA’S 17,000 ISLANDS STRETCH WIDER THAN THE U.S.

JAKARTA, INDONESIA
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Total Labor Force

38%

62%

% of their people 
live on less than 
$2 per day.
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IndonesIa Is a country 

of Immense potentIal. 

Primed for unprecedented growth, its wealth and 
influence are both underestimated and underutilized. 
The country is filled with young Christian leaders who 
possess substantial intellectual, financial, and social 
resources. These leaders are positioned to make a 
significant impact in the spread of the Gospel and bring 
greater flourishing for all Indonesians through culturally 
contextualized means, while simultaneously reducing 
dependence on Western funding for ministry work. 
Now is the time to build a foundation of strong Christian 
leadership, one that honors deep cultural roots while 
charting a path for the future of the Church in Indonesia. 

There are opportunities and 
significant challenges to supporting 
the Gospel’s spread in Indonesia. 

To explore the conditions further, one foundation worked 
with Resource Global leaders to spend a year helping 
nonprofit ministries in Indonesia on capacity building 
and gathering insights from local pastors and Christian 
business leaders on stewardship in Indonesia.

Our team of three made five trips to Jakarta to gain a 
better understanding of the culture and context by listening 
carefully to these Indonesian leaders. We asked about the 

BACKGROUND

spiritual climate and health of their country, the strengths 
and weaknesses of the local church, and where they might 
be seeing God move and open doors for the Gospel. 

What we found surprised us. There is a large Muslim 
majority in Indonesia as well as a small percentage of 
native Indonesian Christians who both live with very limited 
economic resources. These two groups stand in stark 
contrast to a Chinese Indonesian minority (in many cases 
they are Christian believers) that holds immense wealth. 
As in many developing economies, there is a great divide 
between those who are poor and those who are very rich.

While there are many large Christian churches in Jakarta, 
we quickly learned that the prosperity gospel dominates 
many of them. Even many pastors and lay leaders do not 
have a mature understanding of the Bible. They commonly 
pull verses out of context to support a point rather than 
offering an exegesis of a Scripture passage. This style 
of teaching and focus on the prosperity gospel makes it 
difficult for marketplace leaders to properly understand 
their role in serving God. As a result, parishioners who 
lead nonprofit ministries and multi-million dollar businesses 
do not know how to integrate their faith into their lives, 
much less their work. These leaders’ vision often goes 
no further than adding a verse to their company’s 
website, while still using unethical business practices. 

Yet, through our conversations we also 
found tremendous reasons for hope. 



The children of the wealthy Christian population were 
sent to study at elite Western universities. While 
abroad, many became involved with ministries such 
as InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Navigators, and 
Cru. For the first time, they began to comprehend the 
Gospel, true worship, vocational calling, and God’s 

they possess Immense resources to accomplIsh 

great thIngs and to Influence entIre 

generatIons of IndonesIans for chrIst. 

heart for their country. This group has returned home 
with a vision to help their country flourish through their 
current roles as social entrepreneurs and marketplace 
professionals as well as in their future roles as government 
leaders and owners of their family businesses. 



What would happen if we continued 

the discipling that began in college for 

this young group of leaders?

What if they were taught biblical principles 

on stewardship of their significant 

resources and learned the importance of 

faith and work, character, and integrity 

in their ongoing discipleship? 

What if they were equipped to process 

decisions through a biblical grid and to join 

God in the work He is doing in Indonesia? 

VISION & STRATEGY

WHAT IF



With the unique 

positions that God 

has placed them in, 

what if they were 

trained to steward their 

position and influence 

for greater Gospel 

impact in their city?

IMPACT TO DATE

TOTAL TRAINED IN 

FAITH AND WORK

(Conferences, Workshops, Cohort)

140

TOTAL MENTOR 

RELATIONSHIPS

20

Resource Global desires to grow the Gospel presence 

in the strategic country of Indonesia by bolstering 

and supporting this group of individuals. 

In our meetings with these rising young leaders, they shared 

their desire to use their training in the Word as well as their 

financial and social capital to make an impact. However, 

they feel isolated and ill-equipped to do so. We’d like to take 

this strategic opportunity to disciple them and encourage 

them while using a locally-initiated, locally-led model. As we 

disciple Indonesia’s future leaders, we believe there would 

be a ripple effect throughout the country for years to come.

TOTAL IMPACT 

HOURS 

(Training, 

Workshops, ICON 
Conference)

450
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Business Development and CST Director, PT Masa

Julia grew up in a wealthy, influential Buddhist family. 
While studying at the University of Michigan, Julia was 
poised to build her resume and become a designer in 
New York City. However, her life changed drastically 
when Julia came to know the Lord her freshman year 
through a local church. Following college, Julia returned 
to Indonesia to help run her father’s company, with a 
heart for the poor and a question that God had given her 
several years prior: “What are you doing with your life 
to change the circumstances of those around you?”

Through Resource Global, Julia is now being mentored 
in faith and work in hopes of using her position and 
influence to impact her workplace. Additionally, Julia 
is leveraging her training in the maritime industry to 
start a non-profit called doctorSHARE, bringing health 
services to the remote islands in Indonesia.  Resource 
Global is providing Julia with additional mentoring 
and training in social entrepreneurship to cultivate the 
potential of doctorSHARE and maximize her impact.

MEET JULIA TAN MEET JONATHAN BARKI

Private Equity Analyst, Northstar

Jonathan attended our ICON Conference in 2016, where 
he was trained to apply his faith to his work. Jonathan 
has a finance degree from the University of Illinois, and is 
using his degree as a private equity analyst at Northstar 
in Jakarta. Jonathan is applying what he learned at ICON, 
and is setting up specific practices for himself and his 
peers to encourage a God-honoring relationship with their 
demanding careers. He says: “I am learning to separate 
myself from my achievement at work by thanking God and 
reminding myself that everything was given and lent to me, 
to build my home around Him, and not what’s around me, 
and reminding myself that I can only find my peace through 
Christ.” Additionally, Jonathan shares, “I am passionate 
about my work, and hope to leverage my business resources 
and network to make a positive social impact. I am currently 
exploring opportunities in social impact investing with 
the support of our firm.” Jonathan has been invited to 
apply for the Jakarta Cohort to continue in his journey. 



City-Specific Initiatives

Restoring the city with the Gospel 

by identifying and responding to felt 

needs and barriers to Gospel growth.

9

OUR RESPONSE

CITY COHORTS

City Cohorts

Cultivating the potential of young 

professionals through in-depth 

discipleship and training.

Resources for the Local Church

Maximizing Gospel impact in the city 

by developing resources to equip 

and sustain the local church.

CITY SPECIFIC
INITIATIVES

RESOURCES FOR
LOCAL CHURCH
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OUTCOMES

1

2

3

4

Spiritual Growth and Multiplication
All participants will become rooted in Biblical 
principles, equipped to disciple others, and become 
mentors for future City Cohorts. Six individuals 
will be identified and trained in Bible teaching.

Vocational Understanding & Application
All participants will understand how to apply 
their faith to their work, and discern what 
opportunities and skills God has uniquely provided 
to them for Gospel impact in their cities.

Collaborate with Global Network
All participants will participate with other City Cohorts 
in global learning environments, and encourage 
the Global Church in their walks with God, pursuit 
of vocational understanding and city impact.

Restore Their City
All participants will become leaders and offer 
their skills & training for the good of their 
workplace, church, or local nonprofits to impact 
the city. Three participants will be identified and 
supplementally trained in social entrepreneurship.

CITY COHORTS
1

Overview
The Jakarta Cohort provides mentorship and training  
to 20 individuals – to deepen their walks with Jesus, 
understand their work as vocation, and cultivate their 
skills to restore their city. The Cohort meets for an nine-
month period, culminating in a five-day retreat with 
the Global Network in San Francisco, California. 

The nine-month program will consist of the following:

Teaching & Training by Professionals 
& Ministry Leaders:  
Monthly training in contextualized topics, such as 
Leadership, Theology, Culture and Ethics. 

Discipleship by Experienced Leaders:  
One-on-one discipleship with experienced leaders 
to further process and apply what they learn

Quarterly Meetings with Local Leaders: 
Intimate group meetings to deepen the local network, 
build community and accountability, and hear stories 
of integrating faith & work from local leaders

Retreat with Global Network: 
Hands-on training with other City Cohorts to see faith 
& work in action, and be inspired by other Christ-
followers practically living this out around the world

20
Individuals mentored 

and discipled

6
Leaders and mentors 

in their city



11

In conjunction with our goal to raise up six Bible teachers 
from the Jakarta Cohort, each of the six Bible teachers will 
be assigned a passage in 1 Timothy. With six chapters, 
each individual will be asked to study their specific chapter 
and present a 12-minute talk on that passage. Each 
individual will also be assigned a mentor to guide them 
along in their preparation. At the end, the 12-minute talk 
will be recorded and used as a local, digital resource for 
the Global Network and for Cohorts in the future. The 
content of each message will also be transcribed to develop 
a contextualized Bible study workbook for 1 Timothy. 

Lastly, in order to exercise prayer, discern cultural influences 
through a biblical lens, and seek restoration for the city, 
the Cohort will determine six major issues facing their city, 
such as poverty or corruption. In small groups of 3-4, they 
will study these issues in light of Scripture, create Bible 
study resources in regards to these issues, apply their 
problem solving skills to propose ways that believers can 
respond to these issues, and then present their cases to the 
Cohort. These resources will also be combined to develop 
a Bible study workbook on the major cultural issues facing 
Jakarta to be used by local churches and future Cohorts.

6

1

12-minute talks 
on 1 Timothy

Bible Study 
Workbook 

Created

Jakarta 
Prayer Guide 
Developed

1

RESOURCES FOR LOCAL CHURCH
2
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We believe in the potential of social entrepreneurs in 
particular to engage and address the needs of a city. 
Social enterprises can be innovative ways for Christian 
ministry leaders to engage their community with the 
Gospel and create Kingdom impact. Whether through 
the launch of a nonprofit ministry or a for-profit Christian-
led business, these leaders are agents of innovation and 
social good. Just as churches plant new churches, we 
want to support the creation of new organizations and 
businesses that will engage a community for Christ.  

After individuals complete the Cohort in May 2017, we 
want to identify three future social entrepreneurs, nonprofit 
leaders or board members from this group to further 
resource and develop – whether it’s more focused one-
on-one discipleship in identified growth areas or providing 
training from similar business or ministry leaders in the 
States, we hope to come alongside these identified 
leaders to help them be successful in these ventures.

As we’ve gotten to know many young professionals in 
Jakarta, we’ve heard many times from young women 
who are returning from their training in the West, 
prepared to apply their lucrative education to the 
workplace. Yet, as they return home, they are confused 
as to how this fits into their home culture, where 
women typically will become homemakers. They 
are eager to dive into Scripture as they merge their 
Western training with their upbringing to discern what 
is Biblical and what is cultural. As a result, they have 
asked for an English-speaking women’s conference 
to be trained and encouraged alongside their peers. 
In the Fall of 2016, we will establish a women’s 
delegation of women leaders from Jakarta and the 
US to work towards a women’s conference in 2017.

CITY SPECIFIC INITIATIVES
3

CULTIVATE THREE SOCIAL 
ENTREPRENEURS

LAUNCH WOMEN’S INITIATIVE
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PARTNER WITH US

GIVE

VOLUNTEER

Our vision is a God-

sized one, and we need 

your prayers. Sign up for 

our prayer updates by 

sending us an email at

info@resourceglobal.org.

We need your time, 

talents and passion to 

fuel this mission. Offer 

your unique skills and 

insights by emailing

info@resourceglobal.org.

Jakarta Staff

Jakarta Events

Jakarta Cohort

Jakarta Publishing Initiative

Centralized Core Costs

Travel & Meals

Donor Development in Jakarta

TOTAL

BUDGET EXPENSES EXPENSES EXPENSES

2016 2017 2018

$17,500

38,000

12,000

34,000

24,000

10,000

$135,500

$59,000

39,000

13,500

20,000

35,000

24,000

10,000

$200,500

$65,000

40,000

13,500

20,000

27,500

27,000

10,000

$203,000

REMAINING 

NEEDS

$15,500 
in one-time gifts to cover 
the remaining cost of the 
Jakarta cohort for 2016

$75/month 
per discipleship relationship

PRAY
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THE JAKARTA TEAM

SARAH CHOW

Project Manager

SUPARNO ADIJANTO

 Board Member

VINCENT TSE

Cohort Leader

KEVIN SUTANTYO

Board Member

ANDREW JUN

Board Member

DAVE KENNEY

Board Member


