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The Honorable Chris Zimmerman, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the County Board: 
 
The Alliance for Housing Solutions supports the recommendation to the County Board by 
Housing Commission that the Board formally adopt the policy of "Public Land for Public Good."  
We agree with the Commission that: 

“In so doing, the County Board [sh]ould advise the Manager that opportunities for 
implementation of “Public Land for Public Good” including affordable housing or the co-
location of affordable housing with other County or community uses, will be a key criteria 
in Board consideration of any proposed use or change of use of County-owned property 
or of any budget or bond funding for the construction/re-habilitation of any public facilities 
in the County.” 

 
Land is the most important factor in the cost of housing, and making publicly-owned land 
available for affordable housing is the single most cost-effective measure the Board can take to 
ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing.  Public land takes many forms including air 
rights, bonus density and transferable development rights, and the tools to make most effective 
use of these assets may also take many forms including land leases and community land 
banks.   
 
The Board, the Manager and the Community Planning, Housing and Development Department 
are all to be complimented for the sound and creative use of public land that has brought us 
Arlington Mill and Buckingham Village, but formal adoption of the policy of "Public Land for 
Public Good", as recommended by the Commission, would establish consideration of publically-
owned land for affordable housing as a clear priority. 

Thank you for your continuing leadership on this important endeavor.  

Sincerely, 

/s/                                                       /s/ 

William Bozman, Chair Jack Cornman, President     

cc: Barbara Donnellan, County Manager 
 Robert Brosnan, Director CPHD 
            Holly Bray, Chair, Housing Commission 
            Inta Malis, Chair, Columbia Pike Land Use and Housing Study Working Group  
            Jennifer Smith  
            Ken Aughenbaugh 
            Charlie Rinker 


