
524 North Jackson Street 

Arlington, VA   22201 

February 22, 2013 

Walter Tejada, Chairman 

Jay Fisette, Vice-Chairman 

Libby Garvey, Member 

Mary Hynes, Member 

Chris Zimmerman, Member 

 

 

Dear Arlington County Board Members, 

As you begin consideration of the FY 2014 proposed County budget and the revenue it will take to 

support the budget decisions you make, we urge you to advertise a tax rate of at least $1.03 per $100 of 

assessed valuation, an increase of 6 cents over the current tax rate.  We know, despite signs of an 

economic recovery that allowed the County to make needed investments in housing, education and 

other services in the last fiscal year, that you still face challenges for the fiscal year ahead.  At the least, 

we know that the County, in addition to covering a revenue shortfall, will face a potential need for 

additional program funding due to increased school enrollment, greater safety net and housing needs 

and federal funds sequestration, the exact effects of which are unknown but potentially major.   For 

these reasons, we ask that you advertise a tax rate that will allow the Arlington community to plan 

appropriately for this unprecedented collection of challenges.  

We recognize that some tax payers will question the wisdom of potentially raising taxes when final 

decisions are made on the tax rate in the spring.  We maintain that advertising this tax rate will provide 

the flexibility needed to respond adequately to education needs, existing and emerging social safety net 

demands, affordable housing needs, particularly with the redevelopment of Columbia Pike, and any 

reductions in federal assistance.  Earlier this year, Arlington was named one of the wealthiest counties in 

the United States. But we know that our most vulnerable neighbors still need help. While we have some 

of the best programs in place to help support them, demand continues to outpace supply. 

We are sending this letter on behalf of the Arlington nonprofit organizations and other advocates listed 

below who are unified by our desire to improve the lives and the stability of all Arlington residents 

through access to vital housing resources, including wrap-around services.  We believe that this 

recommendation is in keeping with Arlington’s long-standing commitment to help residents in need, and 

represents a sound investment in Arlington’s future.  We look forward to helping the Board with its 

challenging task of balancing the budget while making necessary investments in all of the areas that will 

ensure Arlington meets its human needs goals. 

Respectfully, 

Charlie Rinker, Board President 

Arlington New Directions Coalition (ANDC) 



 

Gail Arnall, Executive Director 

Offender Aid and Restoration (OAR) 

 

Lois Athey, Executive Director 

BU-GATA 

 

Ellen Bartlett, Chairman 

Shelter and Housing Committee 

Arlington Interfaith Council 

 

Charlene Bickford 

 

Melissa Bondi, Board Member 

Virginia Housing Coalition 

Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 

 

Kathy Chavez 

 

Ursula Chavez 

 

Cloe Chin 

 

Christian Dorsey 

 

Moley Evans 

 

Nicholas Evans, former chair of Doorways for Women and Families 

 

Rev. Horace H. Grinnell, Pastor 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 

 

Marjorie Hobart 

 

Alice Hogan, Member 

Housing Commission 

 

J. Patrick Hogan 

 

Peg Hogan 

 

Dennis Jaffe, Executive Director 

Buyers and Renters Arlington Voice (BRAVO) 

 

Nina Janopaul, President 

Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH) 

 

Carrie Johnson 



 

Susan Korfanty 

 

Michelle Krocker, Executive Director 

Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 

 

Fran Lunney 

 

Patricia McGrady 

 

Kathleen McSweeney 

 

Janet O’Neil 

 

Michael O’Rourke, Executive Director 

Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless 

 

Mary Rouleau, Executive Director 

Alliance for Housing Solutions 

 

Kathryn Scruggs 

 

John Shanley, President 

Arlington Interfaith Council 

 

James Shea, affordable housing advocate (former APAH Chair and AHS Board Member) 

 

Kathleen Sibert, Executive Director 

A-SPAN 

 

Rev. Jon Smoot, Executive Director 

Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia 

 

Susan Wallin 

 

Walter Webdale, President 

AHC, Inc. 

 

John Welsh 

 

 

 

CC: Barbara Donnellan, County Manager 


