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They were referred to as “[s]heroes” – women who have

made a difference – as the Alliance for Housing Solutions on

Dec. 7 honored 11 female advocates, activists and

government leaders with the sixth annual Ellen Bozman

Affordable Housing Award.

A gathering of 140 community leaders congregated at

Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington for the annual

celebration.

Some of the honorees could trace their activism in the

housing field back 40 or more years, a time when it took

“nerves of steel” to take on the issue, said former County

Board member John Milliken, who served as master of

ceremonies.

(To those who groaned when “[s]heroes” was used, Milliken

offered to whip out Merriam-Webster’s to prove it is, indeed,

a real word. “You learn something new every day,” said

honoree Lucy Denney.)

In addition to Denney, honorees included Lou Ann Frederick, Cecilia Cassidy, Joan Linderman, Yolanda

Black, Fran Lunney, Kathy Desmond, Betts Abel, Kim-Hanh Nguyen, Patricia McGrady and Peg Lorenz.

The award recipients and those like them “are the glue that helps hold our diverse community together,”

said Mary Rouleau, executive director of the Alliance for Housing Solutions.

The recipients, Rouleau said, “pushed back against resistance and played no small part creating and

implementing the Arlington vision for which we are well-known today.”

In their honor, the organization made a donation to support the work of Doorways for Women and Families.

The award is named in honor of the late Ellen Bozman, who in 2003 helped found the Alliance for Housing

Solutions and spent a record 24 years (1974-97) on the County Board.

Bozman “was really an exceptional Arlingtonian and a remarkable woman – a guiding light for many

Arlingtonians,” said Milliken, who served with her in elected office. The award recipients, he said, “are

following the path, the trace, she laid out for all of us.”
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Fran Lunney, Lou Ann Frederick, Cecilia

Cassidy and Lucy Denney were among

those honored Dec. 7 by the Alliance for

Housing Solutions with the Ellen Bozman

Affordable Housing Award.
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