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Sustainable Jersey City, a citizen-activist group that promotes green initiatives throughout the city, has
introduced its first ever charter to better establish common values and guiding principles of the group’s
like-minded collaborators.

“The Sustainability Charter is a living, breathing document that represents the input of many community
stakeholders who live and work here in Jersey City. As the City of Jersey City evolves its sustainability
agenda, we are hopeful that participatory planning tools such as this can provide useful guidance to
public officials,” said SJC Chair Deb Italiano in a statement. Previously, Italiano helped create the
Permaculture Learning Garden.

The group promotes skills ranging from the development of local food networks and community gardens
to recycling and materials re-use to initiating a city-wide Rain Garden Campaign in response to the
EPA’s recent Consent Decree which cited sewage overflow into the Hudson and Hackensack Rivers due



to stormwater mismanagement.

Ashwani Vasishth, SJC’s Founding Advisor and Director of the Sustainability Studies Program at
Ramapo College of New Jersey, added in the statement, “We take sustainability to be a holistic
approach to ecological action, one that takes a balanced and ethical account of people (society), planet
(ecology), and prosperity (economics), within a framework of ‘intergenerational equity’—meaning,
promoting a high quality of life for all without curtailing the ability of future generations to also enjoy a high
quality of life.”

SJC hopes their charter, which can be read here, will help unite groups’ and residents’ concerns to
address common problems relating to the enivronment.

“The charter gives Jersey City residents a collective voice. SJC is calling for everyone that cares about
our city and its future to become a signatory. Read the charter, and then take an active step to state that
you support these values and just sign-on. The more people who express agreement, the clearer it
becomes to city officials how important these issues are to us,” Lucinda Lindsey, one of the SJC Small
Work Group Team Leaders, said in a statement.
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Like what you've read here? Please consider making a donation or becoming a sustaining
member. As a grassroots news organization, we rely on community support -- as well as paid
advertising -- to survive. 

Matt Hunger is a staff writer for the Jersey City Independent.
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