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NOTES

CHESNOKOV, Pavel Grigor’yevich {(b. 12 [ 24] October, 1877, near Voskresensk, Moscow region; d. 14 March, 1944,
Moscow)— graduated from Moscow Synodal School of Church Singing in 1895; 1895-1899, studied composition with Ser-
gei Taneyev; graduated from Moscow Conservatory in 1917 in conducting and composition (student of Mikhail Ippolitov-
Ivanov). From 1895, taught church singing (chant) at the Moscow Synodal School; served as precentor in several Moscow
churches and taught choral music at various schools. From 1920 to 1944 was professor of choral music at the Moscow Con-
servatory and conductor of several state choirs in Moscow.

Chesnokov is the most prolific composer associated with the “new Russian Choral School™: his compositional output in-
cludes over 500 choral works, over 400 of which are sacred. Like his sacred works, his secular choruses, range from freely com-
posed part songs in a Romantic idiom to stylized arrangements of pre-existing material in the style of Russian folk heterophony.

“Zim6y" is an example of the former. The author of the poem is Grand Duke Konstantin Romanov (1858—-1915), grandson
of Tsar Nicholas I, who wrote under the pseudonym K. R. In his treatise on choral conducting, The Choir and How to Direct It
(Musica Russica, 2010), Chesnokov uses this part song as a model of analysis for developing a rehearsal plan and establishing

a general scheme of dynamic nuances.

—Viadimir Morosan

TEXT TRANSLATION

O Tishin4 gllushi bezmollvndy, bezmiatézhndy!
O belizn4, llugéf pdd pelendyu sidzhndy!

O chistdt4 prézrachnih struy Sbledeqiélib!

O krasdté roshch i Ieséf zaindevéllib.

Kak hatdshé Zimf chardyushchaya giidza!

Usiif, dushd, kak spiat sugr6bi, prud, befidza . . .

Suméy pdiiiEt prirdi strégdye bessirasiye:
V fiiom bllagbd4t, Zemnéye, istinndye shchastye.
Svetléy siiegéf tvdf da biidut sndvidéfya,
i chishche Td6f porivi érta i stfemliéiiya!
U fiey uchi, u Zimfiey skiiddsti pfelésnoy,
i Oblekis kras6yu diba besielésndy.
— Cmuxomeopenue K. P

Oh, the quiet of the hinterlands, silent, tranquil!

Oh, the whiteness of meadows covered with untrodden snow!
Ch, the purity of transparent ice-covered streams!

Oh, the beauty of the groves and woods covered with hoarfrost!
How beautiful are winter's enchanting dreams!

Sleep, my soul, as the snowdrifts, ponds, and birch trees sleep...

Strive to comprehend nature’s austere serenity,

To be blessed by winter’s true joy.

May your dreams be brighter than shining snows,

And your heart’s movements and aspirations purer than ice.

Leam from her; learn from winter’s enchanting barrenness,

And wrap yourself in the beauty of her incorporeal spirit.
—PoembyK. R
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