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WATER AND SANITATION IN PUERTO PORVENIR, ALTO AMAZONAS 

By Alejandra Bussalleu

  
Puerto Porvenir is a small remote Shawi community of 500 inhabitants situated off a stream of the 
Armanayacu River. The closest regional center, Yurimaguas, is located 5-7 hours away depending on the mode 
of transportation (foot, boat or motorcar), the season and the weather conditions. IHACC was present during a 
recent community meeting with government representatives to discuss the up-coming installation of potable 
drinking water and sanitation in the community. 
 
What is the quality of the water in Puerto Porvenir? 
 
Currently, community members use the water from the 
river for drinking or fetch it from small creaks around 
their plot of land (chacra). However, community 
members do not typically consume raw water during 
the day and prefer to consume masato, a traditional 
beverage made from water and fermented yuca.  Most 
families do not boil or treat river water.  
 
What are some of the main concerns about water 
quality, health and the changing climate? 
 
Community members discussed their concerns over the 
poor quality of the water and the numerous cases of 
diarrhea in Puerto Porvenir, which is one of the highest 
causes of morbidity. Also, with rising temperatures, it is 
now often necessary to drink water when working in 
the chacra to remain hydrated, although most suspect 
that this water is contaminated. Finally, although there 
are five latrines installed near the local school, the 
majority of community members do not use them and 
rather use the surrounding fields, which can potentially 
release parasites in the environment and infect humans 
and animals. Discussions also included the use of 
traditional plants to treat diarrhea, which can alleviate 
symptoms and reduce the numbers of days of sickness.  

 
Community members discuss the main health outcomes they 
associate with poor water quality and sanitation 

 
Access to Potable Water and Sanitation: The next step 
for Puerto Porvenir 
 
In the next 6-9 months, under the supervision of the 
Sanitation and Potable Water Project for the Rural 
Amazon of the Peruvian Ministry of Housing, 
Construction and Sanitation an analysis of the 
community will be conducted to understand the best 
strategy for the construction of a potable water delivery 
system and improved sanitation coverage. After the 
completion of the project an evaluation will take place 
over the course of six months to examine the success of 
the intervention. IHACC and the local health post 
partnered to offer over the course of this project 
various workshops and training sessions on hygiene, 
water transmitted diseases and parasites.  
 

 
Community members discuss access to potable water and sanitation 
during the first meeting with the Ministry of Housing, Construction 
and Sanitation 
 


