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General Membership Meeting with Gary Slater
Reintroduction of the Western Bluebird to the Pacific Northwest

The western bluebird (Sialia mexicana) was a common inhabitant in oak-prairie and other open habitats in 
western Washington and southwestern British Columbia until the early-1900’s when habitat loss and fragmen-
tation and competition for nest cavities from exotic species triggered a wave of extirpations across the region. 
Since 2007, Ecostudies Institute and other conservation partners have been working to restore a regional popu-
lation through reintroduction. Join us as Gary Slater of Ecostudies talks about the first successful reintroduction 
of a migratory passerine species, the progress and setbacks to this conservation program, and the important role 
that private landowners play in the recovery of this iconic species.

 
Gary Slater is the founder of Ecostudies Institute (www.ecoinst.org).  He received a B.S. in Wildlife Science 

from Purdue University (1989) and a M.S. in Wildlife Ecology from the University of Florida (1997).  His 
current research focuses on the reintroduction ecology of passerines and shorebird monitoring and ecology in 
Puget Sound. 

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
February 24, 7pm at the Whatcom Museum 

(in the Rotunda Room of the Old City Hall building)
free & open to the public!

www.northcascadesaudubon.org

Upcoming Board meeting: 
   February 2

Please email the President if you would like to attend: 
president@northcascadesaudubon.org
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; and 
to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McCarty
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the March 2015 issue is...
 February 15.
Send materials to Kelley Palmer-McCarty at:
   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members
Officers
    President   Pam Borso  319-9004
    Vice Pres.   Paul Woodcock 380-3356
    Secretary   Judy Krieger  733-0086
    Treasurer   Steven Harper  650-9065

Board Members
    Education   Rae Edwards  
    Field Trips   Ken Salzman  756-0347
    Hospitality      Carol Roberts  305-0899
    Membership   Owen Bamford 393-3481
    Publicity   Twink Coffman  
    Newsletter   Kelley Palmer-McCarty   466-8601
    Conservation   Steve Irving  384-1618
 
Associated Persons
    Scholarship   Don Burgess

Starting in February 2015, North Cascades Audubon 
Society Board member, Ken Salzman, will be teaching a 
beginning birder class. The class will take place on three 
consecutive Saturdays (February 21, 28 and March 7) with 
the first two sessions in the classroom and the third in the 
field for a hands-on experience. The class is designed for 
beginning birders and individuals who want to learn about 
birding equipment, how to use it, and basic bird identifica-
tion. 

For more information you can contact Ken at kpsalz-
man@comcast.net. 

To register you can go online to Whatcom Community 
College or call (360) 383-3200 to register for the Joy of 
Birding Class.

Getting Involved with Local 
Conservation Issues through 
Audubon Alerts

Do you want to be apprised of actions you can take on 
a local level to affect national policy on conservation issues?  
Then sign up for Audubon Alerts at: http://conservation.
audubon.org.  Click on “Take Action” and fill out the form 
to be alerted to legislative issues you can become involved 
with right from your home computer. 

www.CopySource.com                                                  
1122 N. State Street • Bellingham, WA 98225

Exp: 1/31/15

360.738.1280

Fli� & Seal Printed Envelope�
#10 White Envelopes Printed
With One Standard Ink Color 

Buy 500     500 Free
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Audubon Washington Keeping Us Up-to-Date on 
Conservation Issues in Our Legislature

The following information was emailed to our chapter on January 15 from Jen Syrowitz, the Chapter Conservation 
Manager for Audubon Washington.

The 2015 Washington legislative session took flight this past Monday, January 12th and already the Audubon net-
work has been active in Olympia. This year, we are working with our partners at Sound Action and the Environmental 
Priorities Coalition to focus our efforts on marine birds/forage fish, carbon emissions reduction, and safe fossil fuel 
transport through Washington State.

 
As was done last year, I will be composing a weekly email highlighting relevant legislative priorities worthy of your 

time and interest. And new in 2015, Audubon Washington will send out participatory action alerts to over 12,000 
Audubon activists in Washington around our most pressing issues. Be sure to take advantage of these easy actions and 
help us show the power and extent of our grassroots network! Below are a few key dates and resources to get us started, 
a rundown of the week’s events, a field strategy overview, and tools to help guide us through this long session.

 
•	 The	2015	Legislative	Session	is	scheduled	from	January	12	to	April	26,	2015.
•	 Audubon	Advocacy	Day	is	scheduled	for	Wednesday,	February	18,	2015.
•	 Legislative	updates	most	relevant	to	Audubon	are/will	be	posted	at	http://wa.audubon.org/legislative-session-

2015
•	 For	the	most	up-to-date	legislative	information,	visit	www.leg.wa.gov
•	 Watch	or	listen	to		hearings	and	work	sessions	on	www.tvw.org
•	 Attached:	a	banner	with	the	above	key	info	for	your	website/newsletter/etc.
 
Audubon Advocacy Day
Over 12,000 Audubon activists received the Audubon Advocacy Day announcement/sign up today through our 

new alert platform. We look forward to seeing many of you in Olympia on February 18th for a day of activist action 
alongside National Audubon CEO David Yarnold. See the announcement here and more information is available on 
our website.

 
Forage Fish
HB 1152 – Concerning the management of forage fish resources.     SUPPORT
This year’s first bill regarding forage fish management was introduced to the House yesterday, sponsored by Demo-

cratic Representatives Fitzgibbon, Stanford, Dunshee, Tharinger. The bill looks to implement smelt and sand lance 
spawning surveys throughout Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and trawl surveys to evaluate the prevalence 
of all species of forage fish throughout the Sound. Stay tuned for details on this and other forage fish related bills as they 
move forward and for ways you can help us protect marine bird food resources and nearshore habitats. 

 
Oil Transportation
SB 5087 – Concerning oil transportation safety.     SUPPORT
Sponsored by 20 Democratic legislators, the Governor’s request bill regarding safe oil transport through Washington 

was introduced in the Senate yesterday. This bill has 5 main components:
•	 Gives	the	public	information	on	how	oil	is	moving	through	our	communities
•	 Expands	the	barrel	tax	to	include	trains	and	pipelines	(not	just	vessels)	and	increases	the	tax	from	4	cents/barrel	

to 10 cents/barrel
•	 Ensures	that	companies	carrying	oil,	not	taxpayers,	pay	for	cleaning	up	all	oil	spills
•	 Improves	over-water	transport	safety	requirements

continued on page 6...
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February Field Trips  Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair

Winter is a great time to bird in the Pacific Northwest. Winter vagrants can be present almost anywhere and you never 
know what may turn up. And you don’t have to travel very far to find these rarities. A number of “winter treasures” have 
recently	shown	up	in	and	around	Whatcom	County.	So	join	us	for	trips	to	Semiahmoo	Spit,	Drayton	Harbor	and	Samish	
Flats for some great birding at three of the best winter birding spots in our area.

Our field trips are open to everyone regardless of membership in NCAS. Our goal is to provide quality field trips that 
provide	enjoyment	and	education	for	all	levels	of	birders	from	beginning	to	advanced.	Our	field	trip	leaders,	and	many	
of	the	participants,	are	enthusiastic	about	answering	questions	and	providing	a	worthwhile	experience-	so	join	us	for	the	
fun!

For all of these trips, please remember to dress warmly and wear appropriate footwear. There’s nothing like being cold 
and uncomfortable to ruin an otherwise great day of birding.

Saturday, February 7, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~ 3 hours
Trip Leaders: Paul Woodcock and Lynne Givler
No registration required

This trip is great any time of the year but the birds can 
be very special in the winter. Co-sponsored by NCAS and 
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation, the trip covers all of 
Semiahmoo Spit and is a great trip for beginning birders as 
well as experts.

Thursday February 12, Samish Flats and Vicinity
Time: 9 AM – 2 PM, Meet at Alger Park & Ride
Trip Leader: Steven Harper
Pre-registration required

Raptors will be the focus of this trip as peak populations 
should be present at this time.  We will also search for snow 
geese, swans, other waterfowl and shore birds in Samish 
Flats. The trip will be limited to 12 participants.  To register 
contact: Steven Harper, stevenharper2@msn.com or 360-
650-9065. 

        Whatcom County’s Favorite
             Bookstore since 1980

Building Community 
One Book at a Time

Every time you 
click through from 
Audubon’s website 
to Village Books’ 
website and buy 
books, Audubon 

gets 5.5% 
of the purchase!

1200 11th Street 
in Bellingham’s Historic Fairhaven

671-2626 · 800-392-BOOK
www.villagebooks.com

Birding at Semiahmoo Spit, photo by Twink Coffman

Photo by Andrew Reding
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Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!

We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to identi-
fication of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill re-
lated to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a Trip Leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

Tuesday February 17, Semiahmoo Spit and 
Drayton Harbor

Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - 3-4 hours
Meet in gravel parking lot behind the Semiahmoo Re-

sort Restaurant
Trip Leader: Steven Harper
No registration required

February is an outstanding time for viewing waterfowl, 
grebes, loons, scoters and other visitors to the spit and to 
the surrounding waters of Drayton Harbor and Semiah-
moo Bay. 

For more information contact Steven Harper:  steven-
harper2@msn.com or 360-650-9065. 

Trumpeter swans, photo by Andrew Reding

Trumpeter Swan
 Cygnus buccinator 

Our beautiful winter resident, the trumpeter swan, 
has not always been a plentiful visitor to our fields in            
Skagit Valley. During the early fur trade and settlement 
of North America, the swan was hunted for its feathers 
and skin. Numbers dwindled in the lower 48 states of 
the USA but luckily there were untouched populations 
in Canada and Alaska. Conservation efforts since then 
have helped to recover their numbers. 

The swan is a long-lived species that doesn’t breed right 
away, and often only hatches one or two chicks. Because 
of this their population growth can be very slow and 
some areas may be more at risk than others. 
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•	 Broadens	the	definition	of	oil	to	include	bitumen	(tar	sands)	and	broadens	the	definition	of	facility	to	include	
railroads that transport oil

More info: EPC priority one pager
 
SB 5057 – Concerning the safe transport of hazardous materials.     OPPOSE
Public hearing in the Senate Committee on Energy and Environment & Telecommunications was today – 

THANK YOU to Sam Merrill, Black Hills Audubon, for signing in and testifying against this bad legislation.
Unfortunately, a few days before SB 5087 was introduced, Senator Ericksen introduced an opposing oil transport 

bill. Similar to last year, this weak, oil-backed bill is:
•	 Focused	on	planning/studies	(that	are	already	required)
•	 Lacks	public	disclosure/community	right	to	know	clause
•	 Provides	a	grant	program	for	first	responders	funded	by	raiding	MTCA
More info: Governor oil bill vs. Ericksen oil bill one pager
 
Carbon Pollution Accountability Act
Both Senate and House sponsored bills to be introduced – no bill number(s) yet.   SUPPORT
Public hearing planned for January 27th.
The Carbon Pollution Accountability Act (CPAA) is Governor request legislation that aims to:
•	 Make	polluters	pay	for	carbon	emissions
•	 Enforce	our	state	climate	laws
•	 Reduce	harmful	emissions	in	the	future
•	 Generate	needed	revenue	to	make	smart	investments	across	the	entire	state
More info: Draft bill, 2 pagers, and informative articles available on our legislative webpage.
 
Strategy
Both the Oil Transportation Safety Now and the Carbon Pollution Accountability Act priorities are part of a 

larger multi-year collaborative climate campaign, to be officially launched in Olympia the same day as the CPAA Jan. 
27th hearing. Stay tuned for more details.

 
The goals, strategies, and combined priority actions and events that will take place throughout the session are out-

lined in the 2015 EPC Legislative Action Plan.

Save these dates to your calendar and stay tuned for more information!

Saturday, January 31st – Priority Forum: a forum for both priorities with a goal to provide educational oppor-
tunities to build a network of distributed activists for session and beyond.

 
I look forward to working with you this session to make Washington a safer, healthier place for birds and people.
 
Best!
 
Jen Syrowitz, M.Env. | Chapter Conservation Manager     
Audubon Washington | wa.audubon.org
5902 Lake Washington Blvd S, Seattle, WA  98118
jsyrowitz@audubon.org	|	206.652.2444	x108	

continued from page 3...
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Laredo Birding Festival 2015
February 4-7, Laredo, Texas

Come experience a terrific line-up of events and trips that feature the best of the Laredo region’s birding hotspots and 
scenic South Texas ranches.  Don’t miss the opportunity to spot the prized bird, the white-collared seedeater, and hundreds 
of other avian beauties that nest throughout the area’s unique river ecosystem. Several ranches have been added to the 
scheduled trips this year, and past festival favorites will continue to be offered such as “Bird ‘til You Drop” and “Birding on 
the Rio Grande”.
 
For more information and details, visit: www.laredobirdingfestival.com.
Questions?  Call (956) 718-1063 or email laredobirdingfestival@rgisc.org.

Open Mondays at Our New Location

108 Ohio St.
corner of Cornwall

Bellingham
360-734-0969

WildBirdChalet.com

Mon-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-4

Western Sandpiper
 Calidris mauri 

The Western sandpiper is found along our coasts pri-
marily during the winter months, with big flocks moving 
through on migration. Did you know that these birds 
segregate by sex, body size, and age along their win-
ter coastal grounds? Larger, longer-winged individuals 
(mostly female) are found farther south, while smaller 
individuals are more likely to be found farther north. 
Young birds that winter in the northern part of the range 
are more likely to attempt to breed during their first 
breeding season.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
 Regulus calendula 

The ruby-crowned kinglet is one of the tiny birds of the 
canopy in our Pacific Northwest forests. Their high-
pitched calls are tricky to hear at times, although their 
song is loud and complex. The “ruby crown” is concealed 
in this bird unless it is agitated, when it raises up its crest 
to reveal the brilliant colors at the base of its crown feath-
ers. This little bird can lay a clutch of up to 12 eggs, the 
biggest clutch size of any similar-sized songbird!

Photos above
by Andrew Reding
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining	the	chapter	locally. Your commitment to Audubon 
is important to us. We will continue to provide you with 
information regarding local chapter activities through our 
website and all activities will remain FREE and open to 
the public. If you are interested in receiving a paper copy 
of	 the	newsletter,	you	can	 join	 the	 local	 chapter	 for	one	
year at any of the levels to your right. The newsletter is 
published monthly between September and May, includ-
ing a double issue for November/December. All issues are 
also available online. If you do not wish to receive a paper 
copy, email membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20  Kestrel
____ $35 Merlin
____ $50 Prairie Falcon
____ $75   Peregrine Falcon
____ $100 Gyrfalcon
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)
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