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General Membership Meeting with Jim and Daphne Hamilton
Andean Hummingbird Expedition

Who hasn’t been amazed at the flight tactics of the tiny hummingbird? Fascinated by the aerial agility of 
these birds, University of California researcher Doug Altshuler sought to unlock their flight secrets. Through 
the EarthWatch Institute, Jim and Daphne Hamilton became a part of the Andean Mountain Hummingbird 
Project in Peru in 1998. They share the research findings and their hummingbird experiences and let you know 
how you can become a part of vital research projects.

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
May 26, 7pm at the Whatcom Museum 

(in the Rotunda Room of the Old City Hall building)
free & open to the public!

www.northcascadesaudubon.org

Upcoming Board meeting: 
   May 4

Please email the President if you would like to attend: 
president@northcascadesaudubon.org

Andean hillstar,
photo copyright
Arthur Gosset



page 2 The Avalanche May 2015

Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; and 
to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McCarty
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the September 2015 issue is...
 August 15.
Send materials to Kelley Palmer-McCarty at:
   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members
Officers
    President   Pam Borso  319-9004
    Vice Pres.   Paul Woodcock 380-3356
    Secretary   Judy Krieger  733-0086
    Treasurer   Steven Harper  650-9065

Board Members
    Education   Rae Edwards  
    Field Trips   Ken Salzman  756-0347
    Hospitality      Carol Roberts  305-0899
    Membership   Owen Bamford 393-3481
    Publicity   Twink Coffman  
    Newsletter   Kelley Palmer-McCarty   466-8601
    Conservation   Steve Irving  384-1618
 
Associated Persons
    Scholarship   Don Burgess

NCAS Officer Nominations for 2015-2016

It is customary for NCAS to conduct its annual elec-
tion of officers at the May Membership Meeting. Nomina-
tions may also be made from the floor at the meeting if 
there are others interested in running. The slate of officers 
being presented by the Board of Directors are:

Pam Borso  President
Paul Woodcock Vice President
Steven Harper Secretary
Sue Parrott   Treasurer

Please be there to vote!

Annual NCAS Campout 
at Pearrygin Lake State Park

Thursday, May 28 to Sunday, May 31

For the fourth year NCAS has reserved the group camp 
at Pearrygin Lake State Park, just north of Winthrop, for a 
weekend of outstanding birding. Organized field trips and 
sing-alongs will be scheduled from Friday evening through 
Sunday morning. This year we have added Thursday night 
for those who want to come early and bird on their own. 
The birding was exciting last year so if you enjoyed it, please 
come again. If you missed it, here is another chance. Birds 
such as ruffed grouse, red-naped sapsucker, common poor-
will, white-breasted nuthatch, redhead, veery, MacGil-
livray’s warbler, Nashville warbler, lazuli bunting and even 
a long-eared owl were seen within easy walking distance 
from the campground. Our group listed over a hundred 
species during the three day period. The group camp is 
separated from the main campground and situated in the 
midst of excellent habitat. The site is accessed by a narrow, 
gravel drive and is designated for tent camping only but 
very small RVs and vans can be parked in the adjacent lot. 
Cost for Friday through Sunday is $20 per camping unit 
and $10 additional if you stay Thursday night. For more in-
formation and to sign-up (required) contact Steven Harper 
at stevenharper2@msn.com or 360-650-9065.
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Wenas Audubon Campout
Memorial Day Weekend: May 22-25, 2015
Wenas Creek Campground, Southwest of 
     Ellensburg 

You’re invited to attend a celebration of birds, botany, 
and the beauty of spring in eastern Washington.

This casual and friendly gathering offers a variety of 
activities, including birding field trips, flower walks, field 
sketching, and bat and owl prowls. You do not need to be 
an Audubon member to attend. All are welcome.  

Visit the Wenas Audubon website (www.wenasaudu-
bon.org) for directions, an outline of field trips and pro-
gramming, and more information. Pre-registration is not 
required. The campout is open to all ages and is free, al-
though donations are encouraged. 

Every vehicle must display a Washington State Dis-
cover Pass (http://www.discoverpass.wa.gov/).

For more information contact Doris Johnson at 
dellenj@comcast.net

Top to bottom: bushtit and song sparrow by Andrew Reding
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May and June Field Trips  Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair

Spring is getting into full swing in the month of May and an early spring season has already brought out many of our 
nesting birds. Migratory warblers, osprey, and rufous hummingbirds are back and are adding their songs and calls to the 
woods and waterways. This is indeed an exciting time in our area, so join us on our field trips and enjoy spring birding in 
the great Northwest. 

NCAS field trips are open to everyone regardless of membership. Our goal is to provide quality field trips that provide 
enjoyment and education for all levels of birders. Our field trip leaders, and many of the participants, are enthusiastic 
about answering questions and helping participants focus in on the birds we encounter. So join us for the fun!

While the weather is greatly improved, it is still important to dress appropriately and wear appropriate footwear. 
There’s nothing like being wet and uncomfortable to ruin an otherwise great day of birding. And depending on the venue, 
you may want to include insect repellant!

Saturday, May 2, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

Spring is here and Semiahmoo Spit is a great place to 
go birding on, hopefully, a nice sunny morning. The trip 
covers all of the spit and is co-sponsored by NCAS and 
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation. This popular trip 
is great for all levels of birders.

Saturday, May 9, Lookout Mountain 
Forest Preserve

Time: 8:30 AM - 1 PM
Meet at Lookout Mountain Forest Preserve Trailhead
Trip Leader: David Bean
No registration required

Enjoy a walk in the woods, past two beautiful water-
falls, exploring the forest habitats of the Lake Whatcom 
watershed. Expect to see both migratory and resident 
songbirds in this mixed woodland habitat.

For information or directions to the trailhead contact 
David Bean at: davidpbean@gmail.com

        Whatcom County’s Favorite
             Bookstore since 1980

Building Community 
One Book at a Time

Every time you 
click through from 
Audubon’s website 
to Village Books’ 
website and buy 
books, Audubon 

gets 5.5% 
of the purchase!

1200 11th Street 
in Bellingham’s Historic Fairhaven

671-2626 · 800-392-BOOK
www.villagebooks.com

Saturday, June 6, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

Join us for some late spring birding along Drayton 
Harbor and Semiahmoo Bay. The trip covers all of the 
spit and is co-sponsored by NCAS and Whatcom County 
Parks & Recreation. This is a great trip for everyone from 
beginning birders to experts.

Glaucous-winged gull by Andrew Reding

Horned grebes by Andrew Reding
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Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!

We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to identi-
fication of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill re-
lated to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a Trip Leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

Spring into Summer!  North Cascades Natural History Celebration 
June 26-28, 2015 
North Cascades National Park

$10 fee covers everything except food

The wonders of summer are coming: glacier lilies, Swainson’s thrushes, salmonberries and so much more. This is a 
time to share and celebrate the practice of natural history. Join the Natural History Network (NHN) in the heart of 
the North Cascades for a fun, affordable weekend of field walks and fireside talks with friends and leading regional 
naturalists including Libby Mills, Saul Weisberg, Warren Moon and Rob Rich. Adults of all ages and skill levels are 
welcome in this special chance to interact, explore and be inspired by the seasonal splendor of the mountains. 

To register, visit: http://springintosummer.bpt.me

To learn more about NHN, visit: http://naturalhistorynetwork.org 

Photo by Kelley Palmer-McCarty
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Open Mondays at Our New Location

108 Ohio St.
corner of Cornwall

Bellingham
360-734-0969

WildBirdChalet.com

Mon-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-4

Saturday, May 16;  10AM – 3PM
Fairhaven Village Green

Learn how to make your yard, school yard or business land-
scape wildlife friendly!  This informative and fun event is 
sponsored by the Komo Kulshan chapter of the Washing-
ton Native Plant Society, Wild Whatcom, North Cascades 
Audubon Society and Bellingham Parks & Recreation. Here 
are some of the day’s offerings:

• Native plant sale with native plant experts from the Wash-
ington Native Plant Society to answer questions

• 1pm - Native plant walk with the Washington Native Plant 
Society

• 2pm - Family friendly interactive walk with Wild What-
com

• Nesting boxes for cavity nesting birds and free wildlife posters from North Cascades Audubon Society are 
both available

• Children’s activities

• Learn how to certify your yard, business landscaping or school as a wildlife friendly habitat

For more information call the Bellingham Parks Volunteer Program at 360-778-7105.

Backyard Habitat and Native Flora Fair

Left: rufous hummingbird by Andrew Reding
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Fun with Feathered Friends: 
Bird Camp for Kids

An experience to remember! This camp engages young people in playful exploration of the amazing 
world of birds. Kids will join members of the North Cascades Audubon Society and Whatcom Museum 
staff in exploring the Museum’s unique 500+ mounted bird display and go on birding/nature walks nearby. 
They’ll also learn how to do backyard birding as they make bird feeders and discover who comes to feed 
from them. “Campers” will even make their own bird nest! We’ll have plenty of creative art projects, do fun 
game-based science and enjoy Celebrating Urban Birds with the Cornell University Lab of Ornithology 
activities.

Session 1: July 13-17
Session 2: July 27-31

(Sessions are Monday through Friday, from 9 AM to 4 PM)

Ages: 8 to 14; 15 participants each session

Cost: $190; $170 Museum members

Registration and Information: Chris, cbbrewer@cob.org / 360-778-8960

Photographs courtesy of Mary Jo Maute

Tufted Puffin Listed as State 
Endangered Species

On April 10 the Washington Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission added tufted puffins to the State’s endangered 
species list to provide them with additional protection. 
Tufted puffins are native seabirds once considered com-
mon in parts of Washington. In recent decades, however, 
the population has significantly declined. The Washing-
ton Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will 
develop a plan outlining actions necessary for the species’ 
recovery in the state. The Commission is a citizen panel 
that sets policy for the WDFW. 

The above is excerpted from the WFWC website. Audubon 
members in Washington provided valuable input that led to 
this listing. 

Photograph by Andrew Reding
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audubon 
is important to us. We will continue to provide you with 
information regarding local chapter activities through our 
website and all activities will remain FREE and open to 
the public. If you are interested in receiving a paper copy 
of the newsletter, you can join the local chapter for one 
year at any of the levels to your right. The newsletter is 
published monthly between September and May, includ-
ing a double issue for November/December. All issues are 
also available online. If you do not wish to receive a paper 
copy, email membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20  Kestrel
____ $35 Merlin
____ $50 Prairie Falcon
____ $75   Peregrine Falcon
____ $100 Gyrfalcon
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)
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