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General Membership Meeting with Mel Waters
Protecting Our Birds in Flight

For over forty years Mel Walters has helped keep birds safe from structures and electrical facilities. As an en-
vironmental biologist and consultant he provides expertise in wildlife and wetland mitigation, endangered spe-
cies, osprey habitat, erosion control, and avian protection.  Currently he manages Puget Sound Energy’s Avian 
Protection Program - responding to all avian power line incidents and prioritizing areas of concern and actions 
needed to proactively prevent electrocutions and collisions and improve system reliability. The Avian Protection 
Program promotes a consistent avian-safe system across PSE’s entire service area. Installation of osprey nests in 
isolated areas away from power lines, installation of bird guards and installation of flight diverter devices are a 
few of the techniques used to reduce the impact of the electrical system on bird mortality.  Come and find out 
more about what PSE is doing to protect birds near electrical transmission lines.

For more info go to: pse.com/aboutpse/PseNewsroom/MediaKit/4483_Avian_program_brochure.pdf

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
November 24, 7pm at the Whatcom Museum 

(in the Rotunda Room of the Old City Hall building)
free & open to the public!

www.northcascadesaudubon.org

Don’t Miss Our Holiday Potluck on Tuesday, December 8
at the Lairmont Manor in Fairhaven

6:00 - 9:00 pm

Come join us for a delicious potluck with your fellow North Cascades Audubon members!
Bring a dish to share, a plate, utensils, and a glass. There will be live music and singing,

Doug Brown will be presenting photos from our 2015 annual campout,
and we will be playing a few rounds of bird trivia for prizes!
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; and 
to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McCarty
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the January 2016 issue is...
 December 15.
Send materials to Kelley Palmer-McCarty at:
   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members
Officers
    President   Pam Borso  319-9004
    Vice Pres.   Paul Woodcock 380-3356
    Secretary   Steven Harper  650-9065 
    Treasurer   Sue Parrott  650-9065

Board Members
    Education   Rae Edwards  
    Field Trips   Ken Salzman  756-0347
    Hospitality      Carol Roberts  305-0899
    Membership   Owen Bamford 393-3481
    Publicity   Twink Coffman 
    Newsletter   Kelley Palmer-McGee  466-8601
    Conservation   Steve Irving  384-1618
    Archives    Judy Krieger
    Programs    Steven Harper 650-9065
Associated Persons
    Scholarship   Don Burgess

Shell Oil Rail Expansion Proposal at 
March Point

Comments Due by November 5

The Shell Puget Sound Refinery (PSR) at March 
Point near Anacortes is proposing to build a rail spur 
from the existing adjacent BNSF Railway line onto Shell 
property to accommodate up to six unit trains per week of 
102 tank cars transporting crude oil. If you have concerns 
about the impact of this project on birds, fish and other 
wildlife, and on the citizens of our region please comment 
on the Shell Environmental Impact Statement scoping 
process, which ends November 5.  

You can submit your comments by email at: com-
ment@shellraileis.com and read about Shell’s proposal at 
shellraileis.com. 

For additional information visit the RE Sources 
website at: http://www.re-sources.org/sfi and click on “Oil 
by Rail”.  This is your chance to get involved and make a 
difference for the environment and for our community.

In this issue...
Topic                 Page
    Shell Expansion Proposal Comments 2
    2015 Christmas Bird Counts  3
    Nov & Dec Field Trips   4
    Bird ID and Photography Classes  5
    Creating Bird-Friendly Communities 6
    Night on the Mountain   7

Upcoming Board meeting: 
   November 2

Please email the President if you would like to attend: 
president@northcascadesaudubon.org
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2015 San Juan Ferry Christmas Bird Count
 Saturday, December 19

Make your holidays memorable by participating in NCAS’s one-of-a-kind Christmas Bird Count (CBC) aboard 
the Washington State Ferry from Anacortes to Sydney B.C.and back. NCAS will cover the cost of the ferry passage 
for a limited number of counters. This challenging count has been conducted annually, whatever the weather, since the 
mid-1970s, following a protocol established by Jim Duemmel. Jim organized and compiled the count until 2002.  Right 
now, Clayton and Linda Snider, who have been leading this count for the past nine years are looking for a few volun-
teers to assist with some challenging birding. 

If you are interested in participating in the San Juan Ferry CBC please contact Clayton or Linda Snider at 360-
738-2232 or Paul Woodcock at vp@northcascadesaudubon.org, 360-380-3356.

2015 Bellingham Christmas Bird Count
 Sunday, December 20

Annually between December 14 and January 5, tens of thousands of volunteers throughout the world take part in 
an adventure that has become a holiday tradition. Families and students, birders and scientists, armed with binoculars, 
bird guides and checklists go out on an annual mission to count birds - often from dawn to dusk. For over one hundred 
years, the desire to both make a difference and to experience the beauty of our natural environment has driven dedi-
cated people to get out in woods, fields and wetlands to celebrate the holidays.

The National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a citizen science effort, conducted by thousands 
of community members whose purpose is to collect data on bird populations across the continent while celebrating the 
holidays and enjoying the wonders of nature. The CBC in Bellingham has been held annually since 1967.  For more 
information on the Bellingham CBC please go to www.northcascadesaudubon.org/birding/christmas-bird-count/#.

This year our Bellingham CBC will be held on Sunday, December 20, and participation is free! Results will be 
published by National Audubon in an online version of American Birds during the summer of 2016. You can find much 
more information on this event, as well as annual results and summaries, at birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count .

If you are interested in participating in the Bellingham CBC please contact Paul Woodcock at vp@northcascade-
saudubon.org, 360-380-3356.

Golden-crowned kinglet, photo by Andrew Reding

The golden-crowned kinglet is one of many 
small songbirds that are likely to be found 
in mixed species foraging flocks during the 
Christmas Bird Count. While the forests may 
be largely quiet, your team will hopefully come 
across such a group -- it brings the forest to life.
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November and December Field Trips  Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair

While the weather isn’t always ideal this time of year in the Pacific Northwest, the birds don’t seem to mind 
and late fall is one of the best times for birding in our area. Seabirds and waterfowl winter in the area and there 
are a number of resident species to be seen. So join us for some terrific birding.

All NCAS field trip are open to everyone whether or not they are members of NCAS. Our goal is to provide 
quality field trips that are enjoyable and educational for all levels of birders. Our field trip leaders, and many of 
the participants, are enthusiastic about answering questions and providing a worthwhile experience- so join us 
for the fun! Be sure to dress appropriately for the weather in order to have the most pleasurable birding experi-
ence.

Saturday, November 7, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leaders: Paul Woodcock and Lynne Givler
No registration required

November on Semiahmoo Spit is an excellent time to 
go birding. Many winter birds are arriving, rarities may 
show-up and there may even be some late migrants. These 
monthly trips are co-sponsored by NCAS and Whatcom 
County Parks & Recreation and are meant for birders of all 
skill levels. If you are not yet a birder but just curious, you 
are more than welcome to come along and share the expe-
rience. But be warned ……. you may just get hooked!

Thursday, November 19,  
Semiahmoo/Blaine

Time: 9 AM to 1 PM
Trip Leader: Lynne Givler
Trip Limit: 14
To register and arrange carpooling contact Lynne Giv-

ler: lynne.givler@gmail.com or 360-966-4909

This combined walking and driving field trip will start 
at the end of Semiahmoo Spit where we’ll scan the chan-
nel between Semiahmoo and White Rock, B.C. for loons, 
grebes, scoters, long-tailed ducks and a wide variety of 
other wintering water birds. We’ll then circle around the 
resort next to the shoreline and through the upland grassy 
area before driving back to the park buildings for a further 
look at Drayton Harbor and Semiahmoo Bay. Next we’ll 
carpool to Marine Park in Blaine and walk along the wa-
terfront in search of other new or familiar species. Bring a 
spotting scope if you have one and snacks or a lunch. And 
come prepared for rain, wind, and/or sun!

        Whatcom County’s Favorite
             Bookstore since 1980

Building Community 
One Book at a Time

Every time you 
click through from 
Audubon’s website 
to Village Books’ 
website and buy 
books, Audubon 

gets 5.5% 
of the purchase!

1200 11th Street 
in Bellingham’s Historic Fairhaven

671-2626 · 800-392-BOOK
www.villagebooks.com

Saturday, December 5, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

This time of the year, Semiahmoo Spit is one of the 
best places to bird in all of Whatcom County.

Seabirds abound and some shorebirds are here for the 
winter. Rarities can also make their appearance such as 
mountain bluebirds and Lapland longspurs, both of which 
have been present in the last few years. These monthly trips 
are co-sponsored by NCAS and Whatcom County Parks 
& Recreation and are meant for birders of all skill levels.

Saturday, December 19, 
San Juan Ferry CBC

See page 3 for more details.

Sunday, December 20, Whatcom CBC
See page 3 for more details.
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Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!

We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to identifica-
tion of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill related 
to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a Trip Leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

Ken Salzman will be teaching a class on bird photogra-
phy on the evenings of Tuesday, November 17 and Thurs-
day, November 19 with a photo field trip on Saturday, No-
vember 21 to Semiahmoo.

For more information contact Ken Salzman at 
kpsalzman@comcast.net. 

To register for the the Art of Photographing Birds go 
online to  Whatcom Community College (http://what-
com.ctc.edu) or call (360) 383-3200.

Art of Photographing Birds
November 17, 19, and 21, 2015

Calling New and Seasoned Birders Alike:

Tuesdays, November 3, 10, 17, Dec 1, 15, 6-8pm

RE Sources Main Room (2nd floor, above the RE Store), 2309 Meridian St. 

Join us for the third annual bird identification series, featuring 15 common marine birds. This course is specifically 
designed so that you can take part in our ongoing citizen science census of Cherry Point birds, sponsored by the Cherry 
Point Aquatic Reserve Citizen Stewardship Committee, North Cascades Audubon Society, and RE Sources North 
Sound Baykeeper. Instructors include Pam Borso, Paul Woodcock, and John Bower. There is no fee. Registration is 
encouraged; email Lyle Anderson at lyleand2@comcast.net to register.

Photos by Andrew Reding
Left: bald eagle,

Above: western grebe
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Open Mondays at Our New Location

108 Ohio St.
corner of Cornwall

Bellingham
360-734-0969

WildBirdChalet.com

Mon-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-4

Laredo Birding Festival 2016
 February 3-6, Laredo, Texas

Come experience a terrific line-up of events and trips that feature the best of the Laredo region’s birding hotspots.  
Laredo has a rich and diverse river ecosystem that is home to hundreds of migratory birds and local species, such as the 
white-collared seedeater, scaled quail, green parakeet, and red-billed pigeon. Professional guides will lead field trips to 
riverfronts, creek systems, nature trails, and scenic South Texas ranchland.  Festival favorites, “Bird ‘til You Drop” and 
“Floating Under Flyways” will once again be offered.
 
For more information and details, visit: www.laredobirdingfestival.com.

Questions?  Call (956) 718-1063 or email laredobirdingfestival@rgisc.org.

Creating Bird-Friendly Communities
 The following is excerpted from National Audubon Society’s website.

Where birds thrive, people prosper. From urban centers to rural towns, each community can provide important 
habitat for native birds. In turn, birds offer us a richer, more beautiful, and healthful place to live. 

Over the past century, urbanization has taken contiguous, ecologically productive land and fragmented and trans-
formed it with sterile lawns and exotic ornamental plants. We’ve introduced walls of glass, toxic pesticides, and domes-
tic predators. The human-dominated landscape no longer supports functioning ecosystems or provides healthy places 
for birds.

Each community has a unique ecological and cultural story to tell. Creating Bird-Friendly Communities is Audu-
bon’s commitment to the sustainability of our urban, suburban, and rural places. We can restore and reconnect these 
places. We can reestablish the ecological functions of our cities and towns. By simply choosing native plants when we 
landscape our yards, neighborhood parks, and public spaces, we can help restore safe and vital habitat for birds in our 
communities.  With simple acts of hope, everyone can help make their community bird-friendly.

Chestnut-backed chickadee, photo by Andrew Reding
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Night on the Moun tain
    by George Sterling

The fog has risen from the sea and crowned
The dark, untrod den sum mits of the coast,
Where roams a voice, in canyons utter most,
From mid night waters vibrant and pro found.
High on each gran ite altar dies the sound,
Deep as the tram pling of an armored host,
Lone as the lamen ta tion of a ghost,
Sad as the dia pa son of the drowned.

The moun tain seems no more a soul less thing,
But rather as a shape of ancient fear,
In dark ness and the winds of Chaos born
Amid the lord less heav ens’ thun der ing–
A Pres ence crouched, enor mous and aus tere,
Before whose feet the mighty waters mourn.

Photo by Kelley Palmer-McGee, on High Divide Trail in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest

Photo by Andrew Reding, Mount Shuksan
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audubon 
is important to us. We will continue to provide you with 
information regarding local chapter activities through our 
website and all activities will remain FREE and open to 
the public. If you are interested in receiving a paper copy 
of the newsletter, you can join the local chapter for one 
year at any of the levels to your right. The newsletter is 
published monthly between September and May, includ-
ing a double issue for November/December. All issues are 
also available online. If you do not wish to receive a paper 
copy, email membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20  Kestrel
____ $35 Merlin
____ $50 Prairie Falcon
____ $75   Peregrine Falcon
____ $100 Gyrfalcon
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)

Name:                                                                                      
                                                                                                   
Address:                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Email:                                                                                      


