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General Membership Meeting with David Hancock
Bald Eagles: Their Amazing Comeback from Endangered Status

Noted biologist, conservationist, writer and publisher David Hancock has been studying bald eagles in the 
Pacific Northwest, British Columbia and Alaska for over 40 years. David will present a lively program focused 
on the history of the decline and rise of bald eagle populations, reasons for the cross border differences in eagle 
populations, potential conflicts with other wildlife populations, other ecological concerns resulting from in-
creasing bald eagle populations, and the future outlook for bald eagles.

David has spent most of his life studying West Coast and Arctic wildlife.  He has published scientific and 
popular papers on whales, seals, seabirds, grouse, and his specialty, the northern raptors. Prior to starting Han-
cock House Publishers, David was a pilot and wildlife film producer and produced films on these subjects as 
well as the Haida and other northern Native cultures. His books include The Bald Eagles of Alaska, B.C. and 
Washington, Rocky Mountain Wildlife, Story of the Eagle, and The Tlingit: Their Art & Culture.  In 2006 
David established the Hancock Wildlife Foundation to broaden his teaching about wildlife and conservation, 
especially bald eagles, to include the web. The Foundation’s mandate is to use the Internet in general and live-
streaming wildlife video in particular to promote the conservation of wildlife and its habitats through science, 
education and stewardship. In David’s words, “Our first live eagle nest cams reached and taught more people 
in a four-month period than I had in all my years of lectures combined. This is the way of the future.” David 
received worldwide acclaim for the Live Bald Eagle Video Cam which he pioneered. His current study on the 
Urban Bald Eagle of Vancouver B.C. has turned up over 360 nesting pairs in the greater Vancouver area and the 
Foundation is currently supporting more than a dozen live web cams in the greater Vancouver area.

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
September 27th, 7pm at the Whatcom Museum 

(in the Rotunda Room of the 
Old City Hall building)

free & open to the public!

www.northcascadesaudubon.org

Upcoming Board meeting: 
   September 12
Please email the President if you would like to attend: 
president@northcascadesaudubon.org
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; and 
to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McGee
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the October 2016 issue is...
 September 15.
Send materials to Kelley Palmer-McGee at:
   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members
Officers
    President       Pam Borso      319-9004
    Vice Pres.       Paul Woodcock 
    Secretary       Steven Harper     650-9065 
    Treasurer       Sue Parrott      650-9065
Board Members
    Education       Rae Edwards  
    Field Trips       Ken Salzman     756-0347
    Hospitality          Carol Roberts     305-0899
    Membership       Owen Bamford     393-3481
    Publicity       Twink Coffman 
    Newsletter       Kelley Palmer-McGee  466-8601
    Conservation       Steve Irving      384-1618
    Archives        Judy Krieger
    Programs        Steven Harper     650-9065
    Scholarship        Nicole Huson
    Member at Large Jamie Huson
Associated Persons
    Scholarship       Don Burgess

New NCAS Initiative:  
Birds and Climate Change       

“You are what hope looks like to a bird.”    
David Yarnold, CEO and President, National Audubon

In response to the recently released Audubon Birds 
and Climate Change report, NCAS is looking for vol-
unteers to participate in a new work group.  The goal of 
this work group is to develop Audubon sponsored initia-
tives that will help safeguard Whatcom County birds in a 
changing climate, and help slow the rate, or mitigate the 
effects, of climate change.

Initiatives developed by the work group will:

•	 identify	achievable	and	measureable	actions	by	
 citizens that slow or mitigate the effects of 
 climate change, and protect habitat and survival 
 of Whatcom County birds
•	 have	a	local	focus
•	 be	cost	effective
•	 be	manageable	by	NCAS	Audubon	volunteers

It is not too late to join us!   If you would like to be part 
of this new work group, please contact Pam Borso at 
borsope@aol.com.
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Open Mondays at Our New Location

108 Ohio St.
corner of Cornwall

Bellingham
360-734-0969

WildBirdChalet.com

Mon-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-4

Audubon Council of Washington 2016 Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 8

Confluence Technology Center
285 Technology Center Way, #102, Wenatchee

Register now for the 2016 annual meeting of the Audubon Council of Washington (ACOW), hosted by North Central 
Washington Audubon Society and the Eastern Washington Chapters. ACOW is our annual state-wide meeting where 
members from all Audubon chapters in Washington gather together for a weekend of information sharing, action op-
portunities, and fellowship. The theme of this year’s meeting is the management of public lands and how the Audubon 
network can successfully engage in planning and management decisions to build resilient ecosystems that benefit birds 
and other wildlife. 

Highlights at the 2016 ACOW meeting:

•	The	candidates for Commissioner of Public Lands – Dave Upthegrove and Hilary Franz – will speak about their 
vision for the management and care of Washington State public lands and waterways, and how they intend to engage 
Washington citizens with their plans. 

•	An	update	from	Seattle	Audubon	on	the	Department	of	Natural	Resource’s	“Long-Term Conservation Strategy for 
the Marbled Murrelet”, and ways in which the network can take action during the upcoming decision making process. 

•	Agency	experts	from	the	US	Forest	Service,	WA	Department	of	Fish	&	Wildlife,	WA	Department	of	Natural	Re-
sources, and the Bureau of Land Management will partake in a panel discussion regarding fire ecology and manage-
ment plans for Eastern Washington, followed by a Q&A and potential ways in which the Audubon network can 
support sound fire management policies and programs in Washington State. 

•	A	visit	from	David Ringer – National Audubon’s first Chief Network Officer. David oversees the health, vitality, 
capacity, diversity and strength of Audubon’s vast distributed network. It’s a tall order, but David is up for the challenge 
and	excited	to	meet	the	effective	Audubon	network	in	Washington	State!
Additional weekend activities will include:

•	Education Workshop – Friday, October 7 

• WSACC Meeting – Friday, October 7 

•	Friday Night Guest Speaker – Paul Bannick on his new book Owl

•	Field Trip – Sunday, October 9, Fire Ecology in North Central Washington

Agenda, Accommodations and Information: 
http://wa.audubon.org/events/audubon-council-washington

Registration: $35 at 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2564495
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September Field Trips  Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair

As	fall	approaches,	shorebirds	continue	to	migrate	through	our	area	making	for	some	exciting	birding.	Mi-
gratory songbirds will soon be moving south. Migration can be quite a show! At the same time you can enjoy 
our	remaining	days	of	summer	weather	and	experience	the	subtle	changes	that	come	as	one	season	slips	into	
another,	and	possibly	pick	up	a	rarity	or	two.	Sharing	this	experience	with	fellow	birders,	friends	or	new-found	
friends, is an enjoyable way to bird and get outdoors to commune with nature. Please join in any or all of our 
NCAS	field	trips.	 	It	is	NCAS’s	aim	to	provide	a	variety	of	field	trip	experiences	that	appeal	to	birders	and	
naturalists of all interests and abilities. Your participation is greatly appreciated, as well as any ideas you may 
have regarding field trips and feedback related to our trips. 

North Cascades Audubon field trips are open to everyone, members and non-members, free of charge. The 
number of participants is often limited in order to reduce negative impacts on the environment and ensure a 
quality	experience.	Below	are	the	field	trips	scheduled	for	the	month	of	September.	Please	check	the	October	
newsletter for more fall trips. See you in the field!  

Saturday, September 3, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park ~ 3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

These monthly trips are co-sponsored by NCAS and 
Whatcom County Parks and are meant for birders of all 
skill levels. If you are not a birder but just curious, you are 
more	than	welcome	to	come	along	and	share	the	experi-
ence. Semiahmoo is a special place and September should 
be a great time for shorebirds, waterfowl and other sea-
birds, as well as raptors and songbirds. 

Thursday, September 15, 
Point Whitehorn Marine Reserve

Time: 9 AM to noon
Trip Leader: Lynne Givler 
To register contact Lynne Givler: lynne.givler@gmail.

com or 360-319-6042

Celebrate the end of summer at this 54-acre jewel which 
offers a wide range of birding possibilities. We’ll scan the 
surrounding fields for raptors, listen for forest birds along 
a ¾-mile wheelchair accessible trail and finally descend a 
bluff to a cobbled shoreline where marine birds can be seen 
feeding and resting in the adjacent Cherry Point Aquatic 
Reserve. In between bird sightings we’ll touch on marine 
ecology, forest ecology and geology. Check out Whatcom 
County Parks & Recreation website (www.co.whatcom.
wa.us/parks) for more information on this unique site.

Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!

We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to identifica-
tion of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill related 
to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a trip leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    360-756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

Building Community in 
Whatcom County since 1980

Every time you 
click through from 
Audubon’s website 
to Village Books’ 
website and buy 
books, Audubon 

gets 5.5% 
of the purchase!

   1200-1206 11th Street 
in Bellingham’s Historic Fairhaven &

430 Front Street in the 
Waples Mercantile Building, Lynden
671-2626 · 800-392-BOOK

www.villagebooks.com
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Western Fence Lizard Research by Paul Backus
Recipient of two NCAS scholarships, in 2015 and 2016

My name is Paul Backus. I graduated in spring 2016 from WWU with a Master’s degree in biology. With the help 
of NCAS, I was able to purchase much-needed field equipment for my research into the ecology of western fence liz-
ards	on	beaches	in	western	Washington.	I	would	like	to	extend	my	gratitude	to	the	NCAS	for	their	support.

The larger goal of this project is to provide insight into the mechanisms that govern a species’ geographic range 
boundaries – a process that is still not fully understood. I chose to use fence lizards as a study system because they 
are easy to handle, relatively abundant, and don’t travel far from their homes. Western fence lizards usually reside in 
dry	grass	or	woodland	habitats	in	the	western	US,	but	in	Washington	they	can	be	found	on	sun-exposed	beaches	that	
have	complex	log	fields,	useful	for	cover	and	shelter.	While	they	are	not	an	endangered	species,	fence	lizards	have	been	
declining in Puget Sound in recent decades, likely due to human encroachment and invasive plant species. My research 
will help managers make decisions about conservation and reintroduction efforts for western fence lizards in Puget 
Sound.

I spent two summers (2013-2014) catching and measuring fence lizards on the Tulalip Indian Reservation. This 
included temporarily marking lizards with a series of paint codes, which allowed me to identify individual lizards at 
a distance. By combining lizard sighting data with detailed measurements of their beach-edge habitat, I was able to 
determine that western fence lizards seem to prefer habitats with some open soil patches on the slope above the beach 
(ideally	within	two	meters	upslope),	as	well	as	log	fields	with	many	overlapping	logs	(vertical	complexity).	In	addition,	
I was able to confirm that juvenile lizards (those born the previous summer) were more prone to dispersal compared to 
adults, and that competition for limited habitat may be a factor. Future studies will be able to build on this knowledge 
by comparing Tulalip populations with other fence lizard populations in the region, hopefully providing insight into the 
mechanisms behind species’ geographic range boundaries.

For more information, the full thesis is available online at:  
http://cedar.wwu.edu/wwuet/510/

Western fence lizard 
with white paint on back, 
photo by Paul Backus
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Help NCAS Fund a Gift to the Whatcom Museum 
in Memory of Lois and George Garlick

A very special thank you to those who have contributed to the Lois and George Garlick Memorial Fund.  
As of mid-August these generous members have helped us raise $425.  

We are over halfway to our goal of $800!

Since Lois Garlick passed away last June, North Cascades Audubon has been seeking a fitting way to honor Lois 
and her husband George, who proceeded her in death in 2005.  George and Lois were members of a small group of 
dedicated conservationists who founded NCAS in 1970.  This memorable pair of individuals dedicated their lives to the 
protection of wildlife and the environment of Whatcom County and were instrumental in refurbishing the Whatcom 
Museum’s historic bird collection in the late 1970s.

Our	goal	is	to	raise	about	$800	from	the	public	and	our	members	to	cover	the	costs	of	taxidermy	for	a	trumpeter	
swan and a plaque dedicating the gift in the memory of the Garlicks. Whether you knew or remember George and Lois 
or	not,	please	consider	a	tax	deductible	donation	to	the	NCAS	Lois	and	George	Garlick	Memorial	Fund.		Donations	
can	be	sent	to	North	Cascades	Audubon	Society,	P.O.	Box	5805,	Bellingham,	WA	98227-5805	designated	for	the	Lois	
and George Garlick Memorial.  We appreciate your support!

Canyon Lake Community Forest Work Party with Whatcom Land Trust
Friday, September 30 – Saturday, October 1 (overnight optional)

This is a great opportunity to see an amazing old growth forest as well as picturesque Canyon Lake while helping 
to maintain the trail system.  Several years ago the main road to the trailhead was washed out. The only other access is 
through private timberland past a gate that is closed to the public. The Land Trust has permission to use the road for 
this work party so this is a rare opportunity to get up to the site. If you have not been to Canyon Lake Community 
Forest, you owe it to yourself to join in!

This event is available to the first 30 people who RSVP to dennis@whatcomlandtrust.org. Please indicate if you 
will be staying overnight or just coming for one of the days. Carpooling starts at the Land Trust office each day at 8am 
sharp. 

Left: yellow-breasted chat,
photo by Barry Ulman,
taken in 2016
on Whatcom Land Trust property
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North Cascades Audubon Society
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

August 1, 2016
Present:  Carol Roberts, Paul Woodcock, Pam Borso, Kelley Palmer-McGee, Steve Irving, Twink Coffman,  Judy 

Krieger, Ken Salzman, Owen Bamford, Rae Edwards

1) Approval of May Minutes – Approved by the Board
2) Treasurer’s Report	–Pam	explained	about	combining	accounts	to	make	a	minimum	threshold	to	earn	interest.		We	will	close	the	
Cherry	Point	Savings	account	#285306	and	move	these	monies	into	Operating	expenses	account	#284632	and	create	2	sub-accounts.	
The Board approved this action.
3) Communications & Input         

a. Climate Change Work Group Report – Pam and Owen reported that one of the members is pursuing Audubon presence at 
the Bellingham Farmer’s Market and will report back at the September 19 meeting. They have chosen their climate ambassadors: bald 
eagle, trumpeter swan, rufous hummingbird, and tree or violet-green swallow.  Kirsten, another member, will design a 2- sided card 
with the birds on one side and 5 or 10 things you can do to help birds.

b. Bird Hikes - May 30 and June 11 bird hikes at Birch Bay State Park led by Pam and Paul. About 20 people for each hike.  Saw 
and heard lots of good birds.

c. Ken will get more info on becoming an affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation. Rae informed us that Bellingham has 
Community Wildlife Habitat status which she accomplished for the City some time ago, and that the Backyard Native Habitat & 
Flora Fair was an ongoing way to keep that status active.

d. Paul and Pam led a group of Sue Taylor’s garden class on bird walks at Patricia Otto’s property.  Here the participants can see 
what sustainable, native landscape looks like and how to attract birds and other wildlife.

e. Ken did another bird presentation at the Parkway Chateau the end of June.
f. The bird camps for kids at the museum were well attended, 7 and 9 members for each of the 2 weeks. Many on the Board helped 

out.
g. Aug 11 is the date of the 75-year celebration of the museum.  Paul will do a talk on the bird collection and Sue will be an 

Audubon presence and will coordinate a table of hand-outs for Audubon. The museum will run the Climate Change DVD on a loop 
that day.

h. The museum is beginning to design the move of the bird collection back to the Old City Hall. Rae asked if there were any 
issues about climate control discussed, as her recollection was that it was moved to the Syre because of the lack of climate control in 
the first place.  Pam said she would contact the museum about the climate control issue.

i.	State	Audubon	has	decided	to	endorse	I-732	(Carbon	Tax)	for	the	fall	ballot.	
j. September newsletter deadline is August 15.

4) Old Business:
a. Lois and George Garlick memorial- no change. The museum is still working on the proper State and Federal Licenses.  $425 

has been raised and we are still advertising.
b.	Pearrygin	Lake	update	–	Board	chose	June	1-4,	2017	for	the	next	campout.
c. WOW will be March 10-12, 2017
d. Holiday Party- Carol has reserved the YWCA Ballroom for our holiday party from 5-10PM on Monday, December 12 for 

$30.00/hour as we are a non-profit organization.
5) New Business

a. Rich Bower requested a meeting with Pam and Steven Harper to develop an agreement as to the partnership of NCAS with 
the Land Trust which he will bring and present to the Board at the September Board meeting. 

b. Feeding mallards bread: Patricia Herlevi is concerned about people feeding bread to mallards and wants NCAS to become 
involved in educating the public. She discussed wanting to do a flash mob.  Board discussed putting an article in the newsletter.

c. Pam purchased 30 Sibley folding guides for fundraising for $4.00 each.  The suggested donation will be $8.00.  Board agreed 
to reimburse Pam $168.50 for the guides and display. 
6) Upcoming Programs

Sept 27 David Hancock:  Eagle Recovery
Oct 25 Gary Searing: Raptor Management at Vancouver BC Airport
November 22 Jim Watson: Raptors of Western Washington
Jan 24: Wildlife Refuges
Feb 28: Steve and Martha Ellis
April 25 or May 23 Jonathan White: Tides 

Adjourn	-	Next	Meeting:	August	1,	2016			7	PM	WECU	Ed	Ctr			311	Holly	St,	Bellingham,	WA																																																																	
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audubon 
is important to us. We will continue to provide you with 
information regarding local chapter activities through our 
website and all activities will remain FREE and open to 
the public. If you are interested in receiving a paper copy 
of the newsletter, you can join the local chapter for one 
year at any of the levels to your right. The newsletter is 
published monthly between September and May, includ-
ing a double issue for November/December. All issues are 
also available online. If you do not wish to receive a paper 
copy, email membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including	 the	 expiration	 date.	 To	 make	 any	 necessary	
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20  Kestrel
____ $35 Merlin
____ $50 Prairie Falcon
____ $75   Peregrine Falcon
____ $100 Gyrfalcon
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)

Name:                                                                                      
                                                                                                   
Address:                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Email:                                                                                      


