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General Membership Meeting with James Walker
Discovering Dragonflies

Did you know that dragonflies and damselflies have excellent vision, but can’t hear; have six legs, 
but can’t walk; are fierce predators of other insects, but are harmless to humans? Retired Professor 
James Walker, “Dragonfly Whisperer,” is the author of Common Dragonflies and Damselflies of the Pa-
cific Coast, a unique field guide that combines state-of-the-art features for identifying dragonflies—
such as range maps, flight season charts, life-size and annotated photos for each species—as well 
as exciting new discoveries about their lives. An example of the latter is the splash-dunk/spin-dry 
behavior, in which a dragonfly plunges into the water multiple times to bathe, and then spins at 
1,000 rpm in mid-flight to shed the water—the fastest known spinning motion of any animal! The 
guide also introduces the intriguing happy-face dragonfly—whose official name is the paddle-tailed 
darner—and provides tips on how to get a dragonfly to perch on your finger. Filled with beautiful 
photos and original illustrations, this field guide will help to get you on a “first name basis” with 
these wonderful, yet little-known, creatures. Dragonflies, and their close relative the damselflies, 
have been the focus of Professor Walker’s interest for the past ten years. He has led numerous drag-
onfly field trips, along with his wife Betsy Walker, and has given numerous presentations on drag-
onflies in both Washington and Arizona.

James S. Walker is an Anacortes resident and retired professor of theoretical physics from Wash-
ington State University, where he was the Boeing Distinguished Professor of Science and Math-
ematics Education. He received his Ph. D. in theoretical physics from the University of Washing-
ton, and has also taught physics courses at Western Washington University. The author of several 
university-level textbooks on physics, Professor Walker and his wife Betsy divide their time between 
Washington and Arizona, and enjoy birding and dragonflying in both locations.

Don’t miss Jim’s engaging presentation on the 
amazing and unusual behavior of dragonflies 
and damselflies of the Pacific Coast.

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
 January 23rd, 7pm   
 Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room
 free & open to the public!

www.northcascadesaudubon.org
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; 
and to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McGee
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the February 2018 issue is...

 January 15.

Send materials to:

   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members

Officers
    President         Pam Borso      360-319-9004
    Vice Pres.         Paul Woodcock     360-966-6549
    Secretary         Steven Harper     360-650-9065 
    Treasurer         Sue Parrott      360-650-9065

Board Members
    Education         Chris Brewer     336-207-7505
    Field Trips         Ken Salzman     360-756-0347
    Membership         Owen Bamford     360-393-3481
    Publicity         Twink Coffman 
    Newsletter         Kelley Palmer-McGee 360-466-8601
    Conservation         Steve Irving     360-384-1618
    Archives          Judy Krieger
    Programs          Steven Harper     360-650-9065
    Scholarship          Nicole Huson
    Website          Jamie Huson
    Member at Large   Rae Edwards

Associated Persons
    Scholarship          Don Burgess
    Hospitality          Anne Ziomkowski

If you are interested in volunteering with our 
Audubon chapter, please contact the President at 

president@northcascadesaudubon.org

Thank You from NCAS
Happy New Year!

Thank you to all our members and non-members who 
joined us for our Holiday Potluck in December, as well 
as the Whatcom County and San Juan Ferry Christmas 
Bird Counts and the first annual Family Christmas Bird 
Count. We finished 2017 with a bang and we’re excited to 
share new experiences with you in 2018.

See you in 2018!

In this issue...
   Topic               Page
    Winter Wings Festival   3
    Wanted: Volunteer Coordinators  3
    January Field Trips    4, 5
    The First Bellingham CBC: A Reflection 5, 7
    December NCAS Board Minutes  6, 7

Downy woodpecker, photo by Andrew Reding
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Open Mondays at Our New Location

108 Ohio St.
corner of Cornwall

Bellingham
360-734-0969

WildBirdChalet.com

Mon-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-4

Wanted: Volunteer Coordinators

As North Cascades Audubon Society grows, so do our 
outreach opportunities in the community. This role is 
being created for individuals who want to help organize 
our volunteer base and create a rewarding volunteer ex-
perience for our members. The responsibilities of a vol-
unteer coordinator will be any of the following:

      • Communicate in person, over the phone or 
  through email to volunteers
      • Coordinate volunteers for events
      • Manage rewards for outstanding volunteers
      • Help to increase volunteerism throughout 
 membership

We are looking forward to all the new and exciting events 
this coming year.

For more information about this role please contact 
Nicole Huson by emailing her at: 

scholarships@northcascadesaudubon.org, or speak to 
her in person at our next membership meeting.

Winter Wings Festival 2018
Thursday–Sunday, February 15 - 18
Oregon Institute of Technology: 
3201 Campus Drive
Klamath Falls, Oregon

Come experience winter birds at their finest! Winter Wings 
brings together birders and photographers of all stripes to 
learn and explore with top notch professionals and enthu-
siastic local guides. The Klamath Basin is renowned for 
its massive wintering population of bald eagles, but is also 
prime habitat for many other raptors including owls, as well 
as a stunning abundance and diversity of waterfowl. The 2018 
festival will feature three dynamic keynote speakers: author 
and woodpecker specialist Stephen Shunk, Nikon Ambassa-
dor and wildlife photographer Moose Peterson, and author 
and instructor with the Cornell Lab Kevin McGowan.
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Sponsored by the Klamath Basin Audubon Society
Registration opens December 16, 9 am PST

Visit the website to register and for more information: www.WinterWingsFest.org
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January Field Trips Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair

While the weather isn’t always ideal in winter in the Pacific Northwest, the birds don’t seem to mind, and January is 
one of the best months for birding in our area. Seabirds and waterfowl winter in the area and there are many resident 
species to be seen.

All our field trips are open to everyone whether or not they are members of NCAS. Our goal is to provide quality 
field trips that are enjoyable and educational for all levels of birders. Our field trip leaders, and many of the partici-
pants, are enthusiastic about answering questions and helping everyone focus in on the birds we encounter. So join us 
for the fun! And be sure to bundle up to have the best and most pleasurable birding experience.

Saturday, January 6, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Lynne Givler
No registration required

These monthly trips are co-sponsored by NCAS and 
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation and are meant 
for birders of all skill levels. If you are not a birder but 
just curious, you are more than welcome to come along 
and share the experience.  January is an excellent time 
to go birding at the spit.

Thursday, January 18, Lake Padden, 
Fairhaven Park, and Padden and Chucka-
nut Creek Lagoons

Time: 8:30 - 11:30 AM, meet at Fairhaven Park
Trip Leader: Bob Myhr
Pre-registration required 
To register contact Bob Myhr at romyhr@comcast.

net or 360-933-4352

This is another “urban” field trip.  We’ll meet at 
Fairhaven Park and carpool to the various sites look-
ing for wintering waterfowl and local resident species.  
Come prepared for cold weather.  Everyone welcome.

Monday, January 22, 
Skagit Flats and Samish Flats
Time: 9 AM – 3 PM
Trip Leader: Steven Harper
Pre-registration required (limited to 11 participants)
To register contact Steven Harper at 360-650-9065 or 

stevenharper2@msn.com

This all-day field trip will be spent searching the 
Samish Flats and Skagit Flats for raptors, waterfowl, and 
any other interesting birds that happen to be around.  The 
trip will begin and end at the Alger Park & Ride, I5, Exit 
240. We will carpool in 3 cars while we search for birds.  
Bring water, hot beverages, snacks and lunch to eat on the 
run. If we have time we’ll stop at the Padilla Bay Inter-
pretive Center for a break and to warm up. Dress to keep 
dry and warm and bring binoculars and a spotting scope 
if you happen to have one.  We’ll see trumpeter swans, 
snow geese, bald eagles, rough-legged hawks, northern 
harriers, red-tailed hawks, and American kestrels, and 
will search for other less common raptors such as short-
eared owls and merlins. 

Belted kingfisher, photo by Andrew Reding
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Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!
We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to 
     identification of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill 
     related to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a trip leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    360-756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

A Reflection on the First 
Bellingham Christmas Bird Count 

in 1967

This text was provided by Jim Duemmel. To see a photocopy of 
the first Bellingham CBC report, go to page 7.

Some background: In 1967 the shoreline of Bellingham 
Bay was lined with log booms from Fairhaven all the way 
to the boat harbor, which itself was much smaller than 
at present. (These booms were favored roosting spots for 
gulls and shorebirds.) Georgia Pacific ran full tilt on the wa-
terfront. Bellis Fair, the Sunset complex and Fred Meyers 
did not exist. On Sandy Point, the west side of Sucia Drive 
held a sparse line of houses – no other houses, no moorage 
canals gouged into the point, existed. An ill-maintained 
gravel road roughly followed the course of present-day 
Salt Spring Drive to the end of the point. The aquaculture 
dike was years in the future. The area west of Hillaire Road 
was a naval base (whose raison d’etre was top secret – to this 
day I do not know what they did there - to gain access to 
the outer dike by Plover Island you were required to stop 
at base headquarters on Kwina Road and get permission 
from the officer of the day). Hillaire and South Red River 
Road were gravel roads. The “Sparrow Spot” along South 
Red River no longer exists.

If my memory is accurate, we each paid twenty-five cents 
to participate in the count. This helped defray the cost of 
publishing the results of all counts in the nation in the 
Audubon Field Notes. Every observer received a copy of 
the report.

On that first Bellingham CBC there were 22 observers in six 
parties, compared to last year’s 58 observers in 25 parties. 
On the average, territories on the first count contained four 
of the present territories. The Lummi Flats, Sandy Point 
and Lake Terrell were the heart of one territory!

Thursday, February 1, Reifel Migratory 
Bird Sanctuary, British Columbia

Time: 8:30 AM at the Ferndale Park & Ride (carpool). 
Return time to Ferndale approximately 4 PM
Trip Leaders: Jane and John Aspnes
Pre-registration required (limited to 15 participants)
To register contact Jane or John at 360-303-2675 or 
jdaspnes@alaska.edu

February is a good time for hawks, eagles, owls, spar-
rows, woodpeckers and extensive waterfowl at George 
C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary. Three 4-passenger 
vehicles will be needed, in addition to Jane and John’s. 
The gate fee at Reifel is $5 adults/$3 seniors.  Bring a sack 
lunch.  There is a nice warming cabin where everyone 
can eat lunch. A passport, NEXUS card or enhanced driv-
er’s license is required for the border crossing.  Let Jane or 
John know if you have a NEXUS card. They would like all 
their passengers to have NEXUS cards if possible. 

Saturday, February 3, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Lynne Givler
No registration required

These monthly trips are co-sponsored by NCAS and 
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation and are meant for 
birders of all skill levels. If you are not a birder but just 
curious, you are more than welcome to come along and 
share the experience. This time of the year, Semiahmoo 
Spit is one of the best places to bird in all of Whatcom 
County.

... continued on page 7 ...
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North Cascades Audubon Society
Board of Directors Meeting Agenda

December 4, 2017, 7:00 PM

Board Members Present: Pam Borso, Paul Woodcock, Steven Harper, Owen Bamford, Nicole Huson, Jamie Huson, Chris Brewer, Kelley 
Palmer-McGee, and Steve Irving

1. Additions to Agenda – Additions added as needed below
2. Approval of November Minutes – Approved by board as amended with date changed for January presentation
3. Treasurer’s Report – Steven discussed the treasurer’s report and it was approved.
4. Committee Reports:
      Education Update – We have 3 new pairs of binoculars to try out at a total cost of about $300.  We continue to look at projectors and the 
laptop and will probably purchase by the end of the year.  The Whatcom Library System was really pleased with the programs presented 
by NCAS and we will present at the Skagit Bald Eagle Festival as well.  Pam and Chris are working on the Native Plants and Birds educational 
program to be presented at least 3 times in March in time for the Whatcom Conversation District plant sale.  Chris is working with Wild 
Whatcom on the Family CBC on Dec. 30, although they changed leadership and everything is delayed slightly.  Chris discussed possible 
funding for youth birding, possibly sending some youth to the Wings Over Water festival.  Nicole indicated that we have 28 -33 people that 
have responded to our volunteer survey and she will compile the data in time for the retreat in January.
      Scholarship Committee – Owen has updated information on the website.  The next step is to reach out to Don Burgess in January. Owen 
e-mailed the persons receiving the scholarships last year to request a report on the research that the money was used for.
      Website Update – Jamie will demo the new website template at the retreat.  No progress on Google Docs as our nonprofit status has not 
been acknowledged.
      Board Building and Governance Report – The committee met and it was very productive, looking at the position descriptions and how 
they relate to the by-laws. The committee will continue to meet and perhaps provide information for the retreat.

5.  Communications & Input 
     Museum holiday tree was decorated and looked great.
     Pam asked about continuing the Sunday Audubon at the Museum events and the board agreed to continue. We should make the quarter-
sheet information handouts on our presentations, etc. available at the Museum on the Sundays when we are present.
     CBC – There was an update that everything is under control, all people placed so far, some new leaders, some people dropping out, 
and the Squalicum Yacht Club is arranged. Chris will see if we can get an article in the Herald regarding the 50th Anniversary of the 
CBC for Bellingham and the Family CBC. Jim Duemmel has written up a nice piece that can perhaps be used.  Terry Wahl should be 
acknowledged for all his efforts in starting the CBC and the other contributions he has made as an amateur ornithologist in the State of 
Washington.
      Spiva Butte –  Steven talked with Ferdi, the gentleman that purchased the property. Steven will write an article for the newsletter about 
this purchase and the protection efforts that are continuing for Spiva Butte.
      Newsletter input due by December 15 for the January newsletter.
      Holiday Party – Everything is all set. Pam has food covered, Nicole is working on decorations and a request has been made to Ken to 
make sure the projector is ready.
      Retreat is Jan. 8, 5-9 pm at the Improv Space.  Nicole will bring pizza and salads.  Committee chairs and members are asked to com-
municate with Pam regarding plans for the coming year and other items that should be discussed at the retreat.
      Starting in Feb. the board meetings will be at Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship.
      Sue would appreciate it greatly if 2017 invoices are submitted at the holiday party.  Of course any purchases after that can be submitted 
later.

6. Old Business
      Swan Donation – Victoria at the Museum has promised that the swan will be in the display by the end of the year.  We will donate the 
remaining $60 to the Museum to defray costs.  When the swan is finally in the display we will place an article in our newsletter regarding 
the donation and the new display.
      Advertising Update – All advertisers in the newsletter have committed. Valerie at the Wild Bird Chalet would like someone to discuss 
our relationship.  Nicole and Jamie volunteered to stop by to talk with her.
      Presentation for the Museum Advocates Group – Paul would like to do this on January 18 even though he will be just back from Aus-
tralia.  He knows the most about the cooperation between NCAS and the Museum in putting the exhibit together and knows most about 
the history.

7. New Business
      Wings Over Water – It will be happening March 16-18. Paul will be attending but will be gone until Jan. 15, so someone else needs to put 
a call out for viewing station volunteers in the Feb. newsletter.
       Donation – The board decided to make the following donations for 2017: Whatcom Humane Society $300, VARC $300, Sardis $200, 

... continued on page 7 ...
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Wild Whatcom $200, and Northwest Swan Conservation $200.
       Huxley Environment Career and Internship Fair Thursday, 8 Feb 2018, 4:30-6:30 PM – Pam would like to consider whether it would 
be valuable for NCAS to have an intern.  Everyone should think about what we could do with an intern and whether we have enough 
projects or enough leadership to be able to guide an intern.  More discussion between now and the retreat.

8. Programs & Events                   
 December 11  Doug Brown   Birds of Belize
      January 18       Paul Woodcock   Whatcom Museum - Audubon presence (presentation for   
       Museum Advocates group) 
      January 23       James Walker   Dragonflies and Damselflies
 February 27     Dick McNeely        Unusual Bird Videos
 April 24             Dan Streiffert   Arctic Wildlife Refuge Presentation

Adjourn - Next Meeting: January 8, 2018, 5-9 retreat.  Improv Playworks 1011 Girard St, Bellingham, WA 98225

Board Meeting Minutes continued from page 6 ...

There have been a lot of name chang-
es and species splits in fifty years. On 
that first count we saw birds with these 
names: Arctic Loon, Whistling Swan, 
Black Brant, Common Scoter, Pigeon 
Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Common Snipe, 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Winter Wren, 
Long-billed Marsh Wren and Marsh 
Hawk (count period). We did not find a 
Duck Hawk, a fact that perhaps reflects 
the remarkable recovery the Peregrine 
Falcon has made in the past fifty years. 
We found not a single Canada Goose. 
Trumpeter Swans and Anna’s Hum-
mingbirds were far in the future. Notice 
we did attempt the essentially impos-
sible task of separating local crows into 
two species.

The day ended, as CBC’s would for 
many years, with a friendly potluck 
at the home of Terry and Robin Wahl. 
Terry orchestrated all the various as-
pects of the count, compiled the results 
and within a week prepared the report 
shown here. This was well before the 
distinct convenience of computers, 
spreadsheets and laser printers.

Those 322 Herring Gulls – 
I cannot explain that.

1967 Christmas Bird Count continued from page 5 ...
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if appropriate credit is given. The North Cascades Audubon Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audu-
bon is important to us. We will continue to provide 
you with information regarding local chapter activities 
through our website and all activities will remain FREE 
and open to the public. If you are interested in receiv-
ing a paper copy of the newsletter, you can join the local 
chapter for one year at any of the levels to your right. 
The newsletter is published monthly between Septem-
ber and May, including a double issue for November/
December. All issues are also available online. If you do 
not wish to receive a paper copy, email 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20      Kestrel
____ $35        Merlin
____ $50       Prairie Falcon
____ $75       Peregrine Falcon
____ $100    Gyrfalcon
____      $_____  Other
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)
Name:                                                                                      
                                                                                                   
Address:                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Email:                                                                                      

Find us at www.northcascadesaudubon.org or through social media:
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram at @NCascadeAudubon


