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General Membership Meeting 
with Dan Streiffert

Rafting the Marsh Fork of the Canning River

From the comfort of the Whatcom Museum, join this 12-day wilderness birding adventure along 
the western boundary of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  Called “America’s Serengeti” for its 
tremendous biological productivity and diversity, the coastal plain is one of the most intact and 
untouched ecosystems in America. The refuge is home to 42 mammal species, including more than 
120,000 head of caribou, 36 species of fish, and over 160 species of birds. Many of these birds migrate 
to and from all fifty states and from six continents to feed and reproduce, taking full advantage of the 
burst of biological growth which blossoms here in the long days of the Arctic summer.

Beginning on the scenic Marsh Fork, we descend through the rugged mountains of the Brooks 
Range, northeast to the confluence with the main stem of the Canning River. Our guide, “Burly” Bob 
Dittrick (www.wildernessbirding.com) has led trips for President Jimmy Carter and photographer 
Art Wolfe. Wildlife photographer Dan Streiffert lets you experience this trip through his camera 
with photos of the journey. Dan is a retired Power Systems Engineer that now spends his time pho-
tographing wildlife and volunteering with both the Sierra Club and Audubon. He grew up in Roch-
ester, N.Y. and his photos can be viewed at https://danstreiffert.smugmug.com.
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Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
 April 24th, 7pm   
 Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room
 free & open to the public!

2018 Officer Nominating Committee

Officer nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer must be submitted by April 15 to be published 
in the May newsletter issue. If you are interested in these posi-
tions, or want to nominate someone else, please contact Steven 
Harper who is coordinating the 2018 nominating committee at 
secretary@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Nominating committee members:
Steven Harper, Paul Woodcock, Owen Bamford

Be sure to attend the May membership meeting 
to vote for the next NCAS Officers.
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; 
and to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McGee
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the May 2018 issue is...

 April 15.

Send materials to:

   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members

Officers
    President         Pam Borso      360-319-9004
    Vice Pres.         Paul Woodcock     360-966-6549
    Secretary         Steven Harper     360-650-9065 
    Treasurer         Sue Parrott      360-650-9065

Board Members
    Education         Chris Brewer     336-207-7505
    Field Trips         Ken Salzman     360-756-0347
    Membership         Owen Bamford     360-393-3481
    Newsletter         Kelley Palmer-McGee 360-466-8601
    Conservation         Steve Irving     360-384-1618
    Archives          Judy Krieger
    Programs          Steven Harper     360-650-9065
    Scholarship          Nicole Huson
    Website          Jamie Huson
    Member at Large   Rae Edwards

Associated Persons
    Scholarship          Don Burgess
    Hospitality          Anne Ziomkowski

If you are interested in volunteering with our 
Audubon chapter, please contact the President at 

president@northcascadesaudubon.org

Pearrygin Lake Campout 
and Field Trips 
Thursday - Sunday, May 31-June 3

Our eleventh annual NCAS Campout will be held at Pear-
rygin Lake State Park group camp with great people, great 
weather and of course great birding. There is lots of room 
for people with tents. Vans or pickup toppers are allowed 
in the parking area. RVs and trailers are not allowed, how-
ever reservations can be made in the Pearrygin Lake State 
Park Campground. Picnic tables and grates are available 
for cooking (bring your own food) and water and a toilet 
are on site.  A swimming area is also on site to enjoy after a 
warm day of birding. Showers and full-service bathrooms 
can be accessed 1 ½ miles away in the main campground. 
Reservations can also be made at motels in the Winthrop 
area for those not wanting to camp.

Of course the primary focus of the campout is birds. Field 
trips, led by leaders familiar with the area, will be sched-
uled for Saturday and Sunday.  Campers are free to roam 
on their own on Thursday and Friday. There will be plen-
ty of time for lounging and enjoying the sunny and clear 
weather and for visiting. In past years several people have 
brought their musical instruments and we have had a sing-
along on one of the evenings. Other entertainment is also 
appreciated. Cost is $10/night for each party. 

Reservations are required. If you want to make a reserva-
tion for the gathering or if you have any questions, please 
email or call Steven Harper at stevenharper2@msn.com or 
360-650-9065. 
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“Native Plants and Birds” 
Coming to Your Local Library!
 Deming: Saturday, April 14 at 3pm

Discover the benefits of native plants in your yard for 
birds, bees, bugs and beauty! North Cascades Audubon 
Society will share how and why growing native plants will 
improve your backyard habitat. You’ll pick up great gar-
dening ideas your birds will love and plenty of materials 
to get you started. 

Youth Scholarships for the Western Field Ornithologists Conference
September 26-30, 2018 in Ventura, California

Western Field Ornithologists is pleased to announce the availability of youth scholarships for their 43rd Annual Con-
ference in Ventura. The scholarships are open to youths between the ages of 12 and 22, with five scholarships for those 
in grades 6 through 12, and two scholarships for college students working towards a bachelor’s degree.

The WFO conference includes scientific presentations, workshops, field trips, sound and visual identification panels, 
plus social activities. The conference is an opportunity to meet those who work in field ornithology, bird conservation, 
biology and other fields, and to mix with other youths who share your interests.

The application deadline is April 28. To apply go to: https://www.westernfieldornithologists.org/docs/2018/
WFO_2018_Conference-Youth_Scholarship_Application.pdf

For additional details about the conference see: https://www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php
Registration opens in June.

2018: The Year of the Bird!
2018 marks the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act, the most powerful and important bird-protection 
law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, nature lov-
ers around the world are joining forces to celebrate the 
“Year of the Bird” and commit to protecting birds today 
and for the next hundred years. Check out the National 
Geographic Society’s website throughout the year for the 
latest bird news.

www.nationalgeographic.org/
projects/year-of-the-bird/ Bird Survey Volunteers Needed 

for Whatcom Land Trust 
Properties

North Cascades Audubon Society and the Whatcom Land 
Trust (WLT) are continuing their cooperation in a citizen 
science project to survey birds on select WLT properties. 
Additional volunteer bird surveyors are needed to visit 
and survey birds on a designated property three to four 
times a year beginning in May.  The purpose of the proj-
ect is to develop a baseline understanding of the birds on 
these parcels, help guide habitat management strategies, 
and provide data for potential grant opportunities. Sur-
veyors should have good identification skills (by sight and 
by sound) and be willing and able to spend up to four 
hours walking. If you are interested, please contact Ste-
ven Harper at stevenharper2@msn.com or 360-650-9065.

Birds & Brews Coming This May

We are excited to announce another Birds & Brews event. 
Keep an eye out in our May newsletter for the exact date, 
time and location. It’s sure to be another great day spent 
connecting with the community over a pint and our 
shared passion for birds!

American coots, photo by Andrew Reding
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April Field Trips Ken Salzman, Field Trip Chair
Spring is here, and the avian population is on the move and changing. Hummingbirds, swallows and 

warblers that spend their winters in warmer climates, some as far away as Central and South America, have 
returned or are on their way back to the Pacific Northwest. And our resident birds are becoming more active 
as we approach mating season. In short...... it’s a great time to go birding!

Our field trips are open to everyone regardless of membership in NCAS. Our goal is to provide quality 
field trips that provide enjoyment and education for all levels of birders. Our field trip leaders, and many of 
the participants, are enthusiastic about answering questions and helping everyone to focus in on the birds 
we encounter. So join us for the fun.

Even though temperatures are warmer now, please remember to dress for the weather and wear appro-
priate footwear. There’s nothing like being uncomfortable to ruin an otherwise great day of birding.

Saturday, April 7, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

Spring is here and migration is in full swing. Co-
sponsored by NCAS and Whatcom County Parks & 
Recreation, the trip covers all of the spit. This is a great 
trip for beginning birders.

Sunday, April 8, 9:30 am 
FAMILY BIRD WALK: 
Scudder Pond and Whatcom Falls Park
Meet at Bloedel Donovan parking lot: 
2214 Electric Avenue
Contact: Chris Brewer at 336-207-7505 or chris-

boyd353@gmail.com

Look who’s here! Bring the family on a spring jaunt by 
Scudder Pond and into Whatcom Falls Park. Local Audu-
bon birders engage kids and adults in exploring water 
and forest birds and how they live in urban nature. Join 
us for as long as you like on this easy walk on flat ground. 
It’s suitable for children 5 and up, but all are welcome. 
Dress for the weather and come rain or shine. Bring bin-
oculars if you have them. 

Sunday, April 22: Point Whitehorn, 
Beginning Birding by Ear
Time: 9AM - Noon
Trip Leaders: Phil Calise and Pam Borso
Trip Limit: 15
To register contact Pam Borso at: borsope@aol.com or 

360-319-9004
Join Pam and Phil to hone your skills in identifying 

birds by ear as you learn how to recognize avian species 
by their calls and songs. This will be a fun trip for begin-
ners as well as experienced birders who want to stay in 
tune with our feathered friends.

Field trips continued on page 5...

Common merganser, photo by Andrew Reding
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Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!
We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to 
     identification of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill 
     related to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a trip leader please contact Ken Salzman at:
    360-756-0347 or kpsalzman@comcast.net.

Olympic BirdFest 2018
Friday-Sunday, April 13-15, Sequim, WA 

Visit the rain shadow of the Olympic Peninsula to discover 
the birds of the coastal Pacific Northwest - marbled mur-
relets, rhinoceros auklets, harlequin ducks, American dip-
pers, black oystercatchers, long-tailed ducks, and more. 
Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tours, a live auction and 
raffle, a gala banquet, and more. Our featured speaker is 
nature guide/photographer Claudio Vidal. Join our festival 
pre-trip: a three-day, two-night birding/sightseeing cruise 
of the San Juan Islands, April 10-12. Register separately at 
www.pugetsoundexpress.com/audubon. Extend your fes-
tival with our Neah Bay post-trip on April 16-17: two days 
exploring northwest coastal Washington. Program infor-
mation and registration can be found at:  

www.olympicbirdfest.org

Wenas Audubon Campout
Memorial Day Weekend (May 26-28) at the Wenas Creek 
Campground (SW of Ellensburg)

This casual and friendly gathering offers a variety of ac-
tivities, including birding field trips, wildflower walks, field 
sketching, owl prowls, and campfire presentations. You do 
not need to be an Audubon member to attend. All are wel-
come. 

Visit the Wenas Audubon website (www.wenasaudubon.
org) for directions, an outline of field trips and program-
ming, and more information (2018 program coming soon). 
Pre-registration is not required. The campout is free and 
open to all ages; however, donations are encouraged. Ev-
ery vehicle must display a Washington State Discover Pass 
(http://www.discoverpass.wa.gov/).

Thursday, April 26: Connelly Creek, 
Fairhaven Park, Padden And Chuckanut 
Creek Lagoons

Time: 8 - 11 AM, meet at Fairhaven Park
Trip Leader: Bob Myhr
To register contact Bob at: romyhr@comcast.net or 

360-933-4352

Come join this “urban” field trip.  We will meet at the 
entrance to Fairhaven Park and carpool to sites in search 
of migrating songbirds and local resident species setting 
up territories. This trip will also check out the heron 
rookery at Post Point. Come prepared for the weather.  
All levels of birders are welcome. 

Saturday, May 5: Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

Co-sponsored by NCAS and Whatcom County Parks 
& Recreation, the trip covers all of the spit. This is a great 
trip for beginners as well as expert birders.

Field trips continued from page 4...

Varied thrush, photo by Andrew Reding
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2017 Bellingham CBC SUMMARY 

Snow Goose  (+) 2206 
Brant 461 
Canada Goose 454 
Trumpeter Swan 963 
Tundra Swan  8 
Wood Duck 47 
Gadwall (+) 37 
Eurasian Wigeon 7 
American Wigeon 5142 
Mallard 5683 
Northern Shoveler 77 
Northern Pintail 1077 
Green-winged Teal 135 
Cinnamon Teal  2 
Canvasback 4 
Redhead (+) 6 
Ring-necked duck 217 
Greater Scaup 1457 
Lesser Scaup 73 
Harlequin Duck  3 
Surf Scoter 806 
White-winged Scoter 432 
Black Scoter (+) 9 
Long-tailed Duck 31 
Bufflehead 291 
Common Goldeneye 187 
Barrow’s Goldeneye 39 
Hooded Merganser 104 
Common Merganser 398 
Red-breasted 
Merganser 50 
Ruddy Duck 192 
Red-throated Loon 22 
Common Loon 17 
Pied-billed Grebe 27 
Horned Grebe 47 
Red-necked Grebe 45 
Western Grebe 14 
Brandt’s Cormorant 7 
Double-cr Cormorant 146 

Pelagic Cormorant 13 
Great Blue Heron 37 
Bald Eagle  91 
Northern Harrier  10 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 
Cooper’s Hawk 6 
Red-tailed Hawk 40 
Rough-legged Hawk  1 
American Kestrel 3 
Merlin (-) 1 
Peregrine Falcon (-) 1 
Virginia Rail  1 
American Coot 345 
Black-b.  Plover 5 

Killdeer 16 
Black Turnstone   30 
Sanderling 22 
Dunlin (-) 272 
Wilson’s Snipe  1 
Mew Gull 184 
Ring-billed Gull 126 
Western Gull  4 
Glaucous-winged Gull 1517 
Common Murre CP 
Pigeon Guillemot  14 
Ancient Murrelet  13 
Rock Pigeon 299 
Mourning Dove 41 
Eurasian Coll. Dove 117 
Barn Owl  3 
Snowy Owl 1 
Barred Owl  3 
Anna’s Hummingbird 
(+) 74 
Belted Kingfisher 6 
Downy Woodpecker 25 
Hairy Woodpecker 5 
Northern  Flicker 136 
Pileated Woodpecker 
(-)  1 
Stellar's Jay 114 
W. Scrub Jay   1 
AM./NW Crow 1202 
Common Raven 25 
Barn Swallow 1 
Blk-Capped Chickadee 479 
Chestnut-B  Chickadee 166 
Bushtit 110 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 20 
Brown Creeper 13 
Bewick's Wren 10 
Pacific Wren 29 
Marsh Wren CP 
American Dipper  4 
Golden-cr Kinglet 129 
Ruby-cr. Kinglet 71 
Townsend’s Solitaire  1 
American Robin 652 
Varied Thrush 67 
Cedar Waxwing 12 
European Starling 2840 
Orange Cr  Warbler  1 
Spotted Towhee 182 
Fox Sparrow 106 
Song Sparrow 357 
Lincoln's Sparrow 4 
White-throated 
Sparrow (+) 3 
White-cr Sparrow 267 
Golden-cr  Sparrow 219 
Dark-eyed Junco 2256 

Snow Bunting CP 
Red-winged Blackbird  819 
Western Meadowlark 6 
Brewer's Blackbird 81 
Purple Finch 8 
House Finch 123 
White-winged 
Crossbill   33 
Pine Siskin 140 
American Goldfinch 10 
House Sparrow 356 
  
TOTAL OBSERVERS 66 
  
TOTAL PARTIES 28 

  TOTAL BIRDS 
  SPECIES 114 

  hours/foot 77 
hours/car 110.5 

     TOTAL HOURS 187.5 
miles/foot 66.5 
miles/car 678.5 

      TOTAL MILES 745 

   
Birds with a star            were seen by 
only one party.  Birds with a plus (+) 
were seen in unusually high 
numbers.  (-) seen in unusually low 
number 
Cinnamon Teal and WW Crossbill 
were probably new to the count. 
Birds seen in all areas: Black-capped 
Chickadee and Dark-eyed Junco 
(mallard, crow  and GW Gull were 
missed by only one party)  
Missing in action: Short-eared Owl, 
Red-breasted sapsucker, Marsh 
Wren, Shrike, Savannah Sparrow, 
Pipit, Paul Woodcock 
  
 
Thank you, Ronna Loerch, Pam 
Borso, Stephen Harper and Doug 
Brown for all your work. 
Paul DeBruyn - compiler 
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Pacific Slope Connections
 Photos and Article by Rich Chrappa

This January, seven local Whatcom County birders took 
a 10-day birding tour in Pacific Mexico. This was not your 
ordinary bird chasing, life listing tour focused on locating 
and sighting specific rare species, though participants did 
add quite a few species to their life lists. In fact, we named 
our tour Parrots to Warblers to draw attention to the fact 
that our host habitats are intimately connected through 
migratory patterns to our own bird habitats in the Pacific 
Northwest. We partnered with a Mexican non-profit Uni-
dos por las Guacamayas (Macaws Forever in English) to 
take us where we would find parrots and endemic tropi-
cal species, as well as more familiar wintering neotropi-
cal migrants such as vireos, flycatchers and warblers. We 
wanted to get people thinking about how protecting habi-
tats around the world is also protecting species that sea-
sonally inhabit our own backyards and forests. 

One of the most enriching aspects of this tour was the 
exchange of information between guides and birders. 
Our guides, who are more scientist activists than bird-
ers, lent their expertise on tropical endemics, local eco-
systems and habitat. There was a special focus on mili-
tary macaws with a  slideshow on their research projects 
and findings. We were very fortunate to have some of our 
more knowledgeable North Cascades birders along, help-
ing to identify various neotropical migrants.  We lodged 
at a former mango orchard, Rancho Primavera in El Tui-
to, Jalisco, where they have done extensive restoration of 
native plants (streak-backed oriole, vermilion flycatcher, 
russet-crowned motmot). We visited a protected macaw 
nesting site in a tropical pine/oak forest (painted redstart, 
lilac-crowned parrot, gray-crowned woodpecker), toured 
a nature reserve in semi-deciduous tropical forest (rose-
throated becard, citreoline trogon, dusky-capped flycatch-
er), and stayed at Casa Isabel on the coast in Yelapa, Jalis-
co (common black hawk, magnificent frigatebird, squirrel 
cuckoo). From there we forayed up the mountain and 
through a beautiful river valley to an amazing waterfall 
(scrub euphonia, warbling vireo, blue bunting). Vallarta 
Botanical Gardens was another great stop with beautiful 
flowers and birds (northern potoo, white-throated robin, 
cinnamon hummingbird).

Between us all we identified over 145 species. Some nota-
ble tropical species were orange-fronted parakeet, black-
throated magpie-jay, elegant trogon, gray hawk, blue 
mockingbird, lineated woodpecker, pale-billed wood-
pecker, golden-cheeked woodpecker, tropical kingbird, 
varied bunting, West Mexican chachalaca, ivory-billed 

woodcreeper, rose-throated becard, and bare-throated ti-
ger-heron. Among the neotropical familiars encountered 
were black-throated gray warbler, Nashville warbler, Wil-
son’s warbler, yellow-rumped warbler, Grace’s warbler, 
Pacific-slope flycatcher, Swainson’s thrush, and western 
tanager. Way too many to list! I think I can speak for us all 
when I say the trip was a great success in terms of birds 
seen, amount of free time, very little time spent traveling, 
and the beauty of our home bases. We will definitely do 
it again!

Above: russet-crowned motmot

Above: military macaw
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audu-
bon is important to us. We will continue to provide 
you with information regarding local chapter activities 
through our website and all activities will remain FREE 
and open to the public. If you are interested in receiv-
ing a paper copy of the newsletter, you can join the local 
chapter for one year at any of the levels to your right. 
The newsletter is published monthly between Septem-
ber and May, including a double issue for November/
December. All issues are also available online. If you do 
not wish to receive a paper copy, email 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20      Kestrel
____ $35        Merlin
____ $50       Prairie Falcon
____ $75       Peregrine Falcon
____ $100    Gyrfalcon
____      $_____  Other
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)
Name:                                                                                      
                                                                                                   
Address:                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Email:                                                                                      

Find us at www.northcascadesaudubon.org or through social media:
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram at @NCascadeAudubon


