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General Membership Meeting with Dr. Richard H. Gammon
Global Climate Change: Impacts in the Pacific Northwest and Salish Sea

Global climate change will bring major changes to the Pacific Northwest, both on the land and 
in the coastal and marine environments. Dr. Richard H. Gammon will summarize these projected 
impacts, drawing on the published work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the 
latest National Climate Assessment (2017/2018), and the Climate Impacts Group at the University 
of Washington. The primary focus of the presentation will be on the marine environment.  He will 
address potential impacts including ocean acidification, sea-level rise, toxic algal blooms, changes 
in species diversity and the proliferation of invasive species. The global predictions of changing tem-
perature and precipitation will be addressed at the Pacific Northwest regional scale with discussion 
of implications for agriculture, water resources, snowpack, and forest health.

Dr Richard H. Gammon is Professor (Emeritus) of Chemistry and Oceanography, and Adjunct 
Professor (Emeritus) of Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Washington. He is a former Co-
Director of the UW Program on the Environment.  Richard received his BA in Chemistry from Princ-
eton University, and his MA and PhD in Physical Chemistry from Harvard University. He was a 
co-author of the first Scientific Assessment by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  As 
Chief of the Carbon Dioxide Program, he directed the U.S. program to globally monitor atmospheric 
CO2. His research has emphasized the measurement and interpretation of atmospheric trace gases 

www.northcascadesaudubon.org

critical to climate change.  He is actively involved 
in improving the understanding of the climate 
change challenge with frequent public talks.

Always on the 4th Tuesday of the month:
 October 23rd, 7pm   
 Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room
 free & open to the public!
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Mission Statement
The purpose of this society is to promote the study and conservation of birds and other wildlife, their habitat, and 
the environment; to increase public appreciation of the values of wildlife, plants, and the natural environment; 
and to stimulate action to protect and preserve them for the future.

Avalanche Staff
Designer/editor: Kelley Palmer-McGee
Writer/editor: Lynne Givler

If you are interested in contributing, the
deadline for the Nov/Dec 2018 issue is...

 October 15.

Send materials to:

   content@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Board Members

Officers
    President          Steven Harper     360-650-9065
    Vice Pres.          Jamie Huson
    Secretary          Deborah Kaye
    Treasurer          Sue Parrott      360-650-9065

Board Members
    Archives          Judy Krieger
    Conservation          Robert Kaye 
    Education          Chris Brewer     336-207-7505
    Volunteer Coordinator     Pam Borso
    Field Trips          Paul Woodcock     360-966-6549
    Hospitality          Anne Ziomkowski
    Membership          Owen Bamford     360-393-3481
    Newsletter          Kelley Palmer-McGee 360-466-8601
    Programs          Steven Harper     360-650-9065
    Publicity          Kirsten Anderson
    Scholarship          Nicole Huson
    Website          Jamie Huson
Advisory Board
    Member at Large  Rae Edwards
    Member at Large  Steve Irving
    Scholarship          Don Burgess

If you are interested in volunteering with our 
Audubon chapter, please contact the President at 

president@northcascadesaudubon.org

NCAS Plants for Birds Program

North Cascades Audubon has been making presentations 
on planting native plants for birds since March 2018. We 
have been presenting in our local County libraries and at 
garden clubs and neighborhood associations. With cli-
mate change being considered the number one threat to 
our birds, we can really help them by planting native spe-
cies and creating natural backyard habitats. Our website 
and National Audubon’s website list resources and nurser-
ies available to explore. Deborah Kaye, our new Board sec-
retary, has garnered partnerships with seven local nurs-
eries who are delighted to have our materials to refer to. 
Please check out our materials and tell your friends about 
our Plants for Birds program. 

Clubs or associations interested in a program should 
contact Pam Borso at borsope@aol.com. 

Young male wood duck, photo by Andrew Reding
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Explore Our Endangered Species 
This Fall with Audubon

This fall the Whatcom Museum presents Endangered 
Species: Artists on the Front Line of Biodiversity. In conjunc-
tion with this eye-opening exhibition, North Cascades 
Audubon Society programming focuses on climate-en-
dangered and climate-threatened birds of our area.  We 
hope you will join us as we shed light on this crucial 
time for birds and all species through informative and 
inspirational presentations, fields trips and more.

About the Endangered Species Exhibition
September 8, 2018 to January 6, 2019 
in the Lightcatcher building

In a critically important and inspiring exhibition, art-
work is displayed to celebrate biodiversity’s exquisite 
complexity, interpret natural and human-induced ex-
tinctions of plants and animals, and focus on endan-
gered species from diverse ecosystems. The exhibition 
explores the historic role of art in raising public aware-
ness about the human activities that threaten habitats.  
Weaving together art, natural science, and conservation, 
Endangered Species also features creative solutions by 
ecological artists who revitalize habitats and reconnect 
people to the rich tapestry of life. The exhibition in-
cludes 70 works of art in all media – from rare books to 
cutting-edge video – spanning the 19th to 21st centuries. 

Related Audubon 
Education Programming

      
Membership Meeting Programs in Old City 
Hall, Whatcom Museum
October 23- Richard Gammon: Global Climate Change: 
Impacts in the Pacific NW and Salish Sea
November 27- Fenner Yarborough: Threatened and En-
dangered Wildlife in Washington State
January 29, 2019- Maria Ruth: Rare Bird: Pursuing the 
Mystery of the Marbled Murrelet

Endangered Species Holiday Tree 
at the Whatcom Museum
Late November to early January in Old City Hall

A collection of community-designed trees will be dis-

played at the Whatcom Museum over the holidays. The 
NCAS tree will focus on local climate-endangered and 
threatened birds with accompanying information about 
their conservation status. If you’re interested in creating 
an endangered bird ornament for our tree, contact Chris 
Brewer at chrisboyd353@gmail.com.

Featured at Whatcom County Libraries 
The Bald Eagle: A Local Treasure 
South Whatcom Saturday, October 6 at 2pm
Deming  Saturday, November 3 at 3 pm
Blaine   Saturday, November 10 at 1pm
Ferndale  Saturday, November 17 at 2 pm

What do a U.S. dollar bill, the Polish flag, Philadelphia 
football, and the 1969 moon landing   have in common? 
To find out join Audubon at our fall Whatcom County Li-
brary presentations to learn how eagles tie into all these 
topics. We’ll explore eagle species from around the world 
including serpent and harpy eagles, as well as our local 
bald eagles. And we’ll be sharing good local eagle-watch-
ing hot spots. 

Volunteers Needed for Eagle Programs
We will need a volunteer to help with the tabling at each 
library event.  We still have a few openings left. No bird 
expertise is required! If you’re interested please contact 
Pam Borso at borsope@aol.com, or 360-319-9004. 

Eagle-Watching Field Trips

Want to go eagle-watching with us this year? We’ll share 
our December and January eagle-watching field trip 
dates at these library presentations and on our online 
calendar soon.
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October Field Trips Paul Woodcock, Field Trip Chair

Many birders, and other outdoor enthusiasts, find the fall to be their favorite time of year. People enjoy 
the changes, like cooler days and crisp evenings and the differences in our flora and fauna. Most of our neo-
tropical migrants have headed back to warmer climes and we are rewarded with the opportunity to appreci-
ate our winter visitors from the north such as shorebirds, waterfowl and raptors, among others. We invite 
you to join us in the field to experience the beauty and drama of the season and the visitors who come with it.

 NCAS field trips are open to all, chapter members and non-members alike. We require preregistra-
tion for some trips in order to limit numbers and assure a quality experience. If you have questions, feedback 
or suggestions please contact Paul Woodcock at woodypaul03@gmail.com or 360-966-6549. And come expe-
rience nature with us!

Saturday October 6, Semiahmoo Spit
Time: 9 AM at Semiahmoo Park - ~3 hours
Trip Leader: Paul Woodcock
No registration required

Join us as we begin the twelfth year of “Birding the 
Beaches” of Semiahmoo. While many experienced 
birders participate, this is an excellent trip for new 
birders to gain some experience. Shorebirds have ar-
rived in the area and northern-breeding species are be-
ginning to arrive. We’ll find loons, grebes, sea and dab-
bling ducks, as well as songbirds. Semiahmoo/Drayton 
Harbor is the only recognized Important Bird Area in 
Whatcom County. Thanks to Whatcom County Parks 
for co-sponsoring these trips.

Thursday, October 18, Fairhaven Park, 
Padden Lagoon and Mud Bay

Time: 8:30 – 11 AM
Trip Leader: Bob Myhr
To register contact Bob at  romyhr@comcast.net or 

360-933-4352

We’ll meet at Fairhaven Park for some urban bird-
ing, looking for local sparrows, thrushes, woodpeckers 
and arriving winter waterfowl. Everyone is welcome. 
Please come prepared for the weather. 

Help Wanted
   Field trip leaders are needed!
We are looking for those of you with:
1.  A love of and enthusiasm for birding
2.  A reasonable knowledge of and skill related to 
     identification of birds in our area
3.  A willingness to share your knowledge and skill 
     related to birding

If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 
becoming a trip leader please contact Paul Woodcock at:
    360-966-6549 or woodypaul03@gmail.com.

Willet, photo by Andrew Reding
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NCAS Launches Initiative with 
Whatcom Land Trust and other 
Community Organizations

NCAS is pleased to announce a new initiative with five 
other community organizations. The Harrison Reserve-
Kendall Elementary School Birding & Environmental 
Education Initiative is a collaboration with Whatcom 
Land Trust (lead), North Cascades Audubon Society, 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association, Whatcom 
Conservation District, the Mt. Baker School District and 
Kendall Parents Teacher Association.  The initiative will 
provide environmental education to rural, underserved 
elementary school students using a 5-acre site owned by 
Whatcom Land Trust and 10 acres of additional pond and 
wetlands located adjacent to Kendall Elementary School. 
To facilitate the initiative the site is being replanted with 
bird-friendly plant species, and a boardwalk and viewing 
platform/bird blind will be constructed.

NCAS Role: 
NCAS is responsible for raising money for the viewing 
platform/bird blind, for assistance procuring birding edu-
cation resources for Kendall Elementary School, for guid-
ance on bird-friendly plants for habitat restoration, and 
other assistance related to birding education. The bird-
ing education program will be integrated with the bird-
friendly habitat restoration and our partners’ salmon and 
water quality curricula. This will help students develop 
a better understanding of the conservation value of the 
connected natural systems of Harrison Reserve and learn 
actions they can take to improve natural systems function. 

Fund Raising Goal: 
NCAS will raise at least $11,000 for the initiative. We need 
to raise at least $5,500 of this total from our members.  
The Board has agreed to match dollar for dollar $5,500 in 
funds from a bequest targeted towards education. In ad-
dition, four NCAS members will kickstart the campaign 
by matching dollar for dollar to the first $2,000 donated.

How Can You Help? 
Please consider donating money to the Harrison Reserve 
Initiative. All donations are tax deductible and will be 
matched dollar for dollar. Donations can be mailed to 
NCAS or made by using PayPal. For more information on 
the project please contact Steven Harper at 
stevenharper2@msn.com or 360-650-9065.

Bird of Prey Documentary Film

As part of the Doctober Film Festival at the Pickford Film 
Center, NCAS is co-sponsoring special showings of the 
film Bird of Prey. A special introduction by Bud Anderson, 
local raptor expert, and a Q&A by the Cinematographer 
Neil Rettig and Expedition Coordinator Dr. Laura John-
son will be part of the screenings. The Philippine eagle 
is the world’s largest and rarest eagle, found only in the 
Philippines. Fewer than 800 individuals remain today, 
and the future of these iconic raptors — and of an un-
told number of other species — is tied to the fate of the 
Philippines’ last fragments of old-growth forest. This film 
documents the efforts to save the eagle and explores what 
it will take to save a species from extinction. Reserved 
tickets are recommended and are available through the 
Pickford Film Center.

Wednesday, October 3 at 7:30 PM – Q&A with Neil Rettig 
and Dr. Laura Johnson following the film 

Saturday, October 6 at 1:15 PM – Introduction by Bud An-
derson before the film 

American dipper, photo by Andrew Reding
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Summary of NCAS 
Board Meeting
August 6, 2018

The Board met at the Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship 
from 7 to 9 pm on August 6 and took the following actions 
and/or discussed the following issues:

• Sue confirmed that, as previously approved by the 
Board, $40,000 of our reserves was converted into two 
2-year Certificates of Deposit at WECU with a 2.75% rate 
of return.  The Board voted to approve converting an ad-
ditional $10,000 of reserves to a 1-year Certificate of De-
posit with a 1.75% rate of return. 
• This year’s Audubon Council of Washington annual 
meeting will take place on October 13 at the Brightwater 
Center in Woodinville. The agenda includes a 5 Minute 
Success Story during which Robert will speak about the 
recent ORV proposal by the Department of Natural Re-
sources and Pam will speak about our Native Plants for 
Birds presentations.
• The Education Committee is continuing their work on 
the Endangered Species Artist Project and is working 
with various artists and other interested parties to pro-
mote the project.
• Eagle presentations are scheduled at local libraries. 
Volunteers are needed to staff an Audubon table at these 
events.
• The Board voted to support the petition being circulat-
ed by local citizens continuing the current prohibition of  
motorized trails on lands zoned Commercial Forestry in 
Whatcom County.  The Board agreed to make an active 
effort to engage our membership in supporting the peti-
tion once the County publishes the report paid for by the 
ORV group (expected sometime in 2019). 
• The restructured DNR Recreation Plan allowing for 
only non-motorized trail use on DNR forested lands in 
Whatcom County has been released and is closer to be-
ing adopted.
• The Conservation Committee is continuing to develop a 
strategy to inspire homeowners and other stakeholders in 
the Semiahmoo IBA to protect and provide stewardship 
for this important habitat.  
• The Seattle Audubon Chapter is moving forward with 
a proposal to expand their Puget Sound Seabird Surveys 
northward from Deception Pass to Blaine.  A training ses-
sion for volunteers on both the survey protocol and oil 
spill response will take place on September 20 from 5:30-
7:30 pm at Birch Bay State Park.
• Steven will put together a summary of the Harrison Re-

serve project and a proposal for a fundraising goal for the 
Board to consider.
• It is planned that our new website will go live before the 
first membership meeting in September.
• The Board voted to approve May 30-June 2 for the 2019 
NCAS campout at Pearrygin Lake State Park.  
• The Board voted to introduce a short bird of the month 
segment (i.e., photo, song/call, preferred habitat, unique 
behavior, etc.) at the start of each membership meeting, 
beginning in September.  Initially birds will be chosen 
from the list of the 26 birds selected for the Endangered 
Species Artists Project.
• The Board discussed the possibility of offering two new 
classes to the public:  Introduction to Birding and Begin-
ning Birding.  The Education Committee will follow up 
with Paul and Pam.
• The idea of establishing a backyard bird habitat certi-
fication program (similar to the current program run by 
the Audubon Society of Portland and the Columbia Land 
Trust) was introduced. The Board discussed several poten-
tial aspects of such a program. The Education Committee 
will follow up.

Climate Change: 
It’s Time to Give a Flock!
Compiled by Kirsten Anderson, Publicity Chair of NCAS, 
from National Audubon Society articles

To access all resources and links in the article, please read 
this online on our website. To do so, go to Newsletter and 
download this issue: http://northcascadesaudubon.org.

Since its founding in 1905, Audubon has always stood for 
birds, and science-based bird conservation has been our 
core mission. Following in that tradition, the National 
Audubon Society science team completed a seven-year 
study of the likely effects of climate change on North 
American bird populations, known as the Audubon Birds & 
Climate Report. The findings are heartbreaking: nearly half 
of the bird species in the United States will be seriously 
threatened by 2080, and any of those could disappear for-
ever. As global temperatures rise, as weather patterns shift, 
as vital bird habitats dwindle and disappear, familiar and 
beloved species will leave for more suitable locales or die 
out completely.

Global climate is changing in ways not seen for millennia, 
and we know humans bear at least part of the responsibil-
ity. We also know that these changes are affecting animals 
large and small. For years scientists have been telling us 
that the ranges of bears, butterflies, and many other species 

http://climate.audubon.org/geographical-search/washington
http://climate.audubon.org/geographical-search/washington
http://climate.audubon.org/geographical-search/washington
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are shifting north and south toward the poles; that bird 
migrations are changing time and course; and that pol-
linators are trying to adjust to new flowering schedules. 
These alarming observations are only the beginning.
To make predictions about the effects of climate change 
on animals, scientists need years, if not decades, of sol-
id, detailed data on where and when species have been 
in the past, and such data are very rare. Except when it 
comes to birds.

For more than a century, volunteer birdwatchers (such 
as you, reader!) throughout the Americas have contrib-
uted observations to Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird 
Count. Begun as a way to assess the health of bird popu-
lations, data from the annual census are now key to pre-
dicting birds’ responses to climate change. Using hun-
dreds of thousands of standardized observations from 
both the Christmas Bird Count and the North Ameri-
can Breeding Bird Survey, Audubon’s chief scientist, 
Gary Langham, and his colleagues were able to describe 
the “climate envelope” for each of 588 North American 
bird species—pinpointing the range of temperatures, 
amount of rainfall, and other climate characteristics of 
the habitats occupied by each species. Then they looked 
for each combination of characteristics within sophisti-
cated computer projections of the global climate, finding 
the future climate envelopes—and, by extension, the po-
tential future ranges—of the species, and mapping them 
to a resolution of 10 square kilometers. 

The study projects, for instance, that the common loon 
is forecast to lose 56% of its current summer range and 

75% of its current winter range by 2080! In both seasons, 
the potential to shift northwards in a warming climate is 
significant. Here in our own backyard of Washington State, 
the hauntingly beautiful call of the common loon may 
soon diminish from our winter environment. 

So how can you help these birds have a brighter future? Be-
low are four ideas to get started at home and in your com-
munity:

Get Talking
When it comes to climate change, studies show that peo-
ple’s opinions on the topic are shaped most by what they 
hear from their peers. So start conversations (in person or 
online) with friends and family about the birds you love, 
and about how climate change threatens their survival. If 
you’re not sure how to start these conversations, check out 
this handy graphic for ideas:
http://climate.audubon.org/article/talk-turkey

Show Your Community That Birds Matter
Ask your local leaders what they are doing to protect wild-
life in the face of climate change. Share stories about your 
favorite climate-threatened birds with your community 
groups, or consider leading a field trip to a local Important 
Bird Area (IBA) for NCAS to connect people to species that 
need our help. Reach more people by writing a letter to 
your local newspaper, speaking at a community event, or 
visiting a nearby school and sharing why birds are impor-
tant to you.

Grow a Bird-Friendly Garden
Create a safe haven for birds in your yard or container gar-
den by growing native plants, using fewer pesticides, and 
adding a bird bath. Native plants provide important food 
and shelter for birds and help them adapt to a changing 
climate. You can also make school grounds, parks, vacant 
lots, and other community areas bird-friendly. Consider a 
DIY birdbath or turning breakfast into a bird feeder.

Stand for Solutions
To fight climate change, we need policies and technology 
that cut carbon pollution and increase renewable energy. 
Common-sense measures such as energy efficiency, renew-
able energy standards, and putting a price on carbon pol-
lution can all help reduce emissions and limit the effects 
of global warming on birds. Talk to your elected leaders 
about these options, and learn more here about how to go 
solar and why it’s good for birds. To take action online on 
climate and other important issues that affect birds, join 
our Audubon Action Network.

Glenn Bartley/Audubon 
Photography Awards

Common Loon Cool Facts
Unlike most birds, it has nearly solid bones, which 
makes it heavier and helps it dive for fish. The common 
loon is born with brown eyes, which start to turn red 
later in its first year.Because its legs are located so far to 
the rear of its body, the water bird is unable to walk eas-
ily on land. Best known for its mournful, wailing call, 
it is capable of producing a variety of other sounds, in-
cluding short yelps and hoots.
Source: National Audubon Society

http://climate.audubon.org/
http://climate.audubon.org/article/talk-turkey
http://climate.audubon.org/article/talk-turkey
https://www.audubon.org/important-bird-areas
https://www.audubon.org/important-bird-areas
https://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds
https://www.audubon.org/news/how-make-birdbath
https://www.audubon.org/news/make-orange-feeder-orioles
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate/solar
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate/solar
https://action.audubon.org/signup/join-our-action-network?_ga=1.209347606.504138561.1490643966
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North Cascades 
Audubon Society Membership

We hope you will support North Cascades Audubon by 
joining the chapter locally. Your commitment to Audu-
bon is important to us. We will continue to provide 
you with information regarding local chapter activities 
through our website and all activities will remain FREE 
and open to the public. If you are interested in receiv-
ing a paper copy of the newsletter, you can join the local 
chapter for one year at any of the levels to your right. 
The newsletter is published monthly between Septem-
ber and May, including a double issue for November/
December. All issues are also available online. If you do 
not wish to receive a paper copy, email 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Please check your mailing labels for accuracy, 
including the expiration date. To make any necessary 
changes, please send an email to 
membership@northcascadesaudubon.org.

Join or Renew (circle one)
Please make checks payable to North Cascades Audubon.

Each membership applies to one household.
Does your company match donations? Let them know you 

donated to North Cascades Audubon Society.
____ $20      Kestrel
____ $35        Merlin
____ $50       Prairie Falcon
____ $75       Peregrine Falcon
____ $100    Gyrfalcon
____      $_____  Other
____ I’d like to go paperless. (include email below)
Name:                                                                                      
                                                                                                   
Address:                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
Email:                                                                                      

Find us at www.northcascadesaudubon.org or through social media:
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram at @NCascadeAudubon


