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For immediate release: May 3, 2016  
 

 
Canada must recognize ISIS atrocities against Yazidis 
& Christians as genocide; follow US, EU, & UK allies 

 
 
OTTAWA – Canada has a proud history as a voice of moral clarity in global affairs. It must 
use that voice to call the atrocities and war crimes being perpetrated against Christian and 
Yazidi communities in Iraq and Syria by ISIS for what it is: genocide.  
 
At a news conference on Parliament Hill Yazidi human rights activist Dalal Abdallah and 
OFWI President & Founder Rev. Majed El Shafie called on parliamentarians to follow the lead 
of the US, EU, and UK in recognizing the genocide ISIS is carrying out against minorities in 
Iraq and Syria. 
 
ISIS continues to target Christians, Yazidis, and other minorities, enslaving or killing those 
who are in its destructive path. Their systemic effort to rid the region of religious and 
cultural diversity demands the strongest condemnation from the global community.  
 
UN Convention on Genocide 
The UN Convention on Genocide defines genocide as “acts committed with the intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:  
 

(a) Killing members of the group;  
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;  
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to 

bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;  
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;  
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.’’ 

 
The U.S. Congress, UK Parliament, and European Parliament have voted to recognize this 
genocide and the Obama administration has done the same. OFWI calls on the Parliament of 
Canada to recognize ISIS’ actions for what it is and join the international community in 
recognizing this genocide. Canada should do more to stop those perpetrating these crimes 
and bring those responsible to justice. 
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Rescuing former ISIS sex slaves 
Working with partners in Canada and the region, OFWI has put forth a proposal that would 
bring 400 former sex slaves abused by ISIS to Canada with their families as refugees. OFWI 
would welcome the support of the Government of Canada to see this proposal implemented 
and it would be a way for Canada to do more in helping the most vulnerable minorities facing 
horrific crimes in Iraq and Syria. 
 
 
Appendix: 

• OFWI Proposal to bring 400 former ISIS sex slaves as refugees to Canada 
• EU Parliament Motion 
• US Congress Motion 
• UK Parliament Resolution 

 
 
 
OFWI President & Founder Rev. Majed El Shafie and Dalal 
Abdallah are available for interviews upon request. 
 
 
 
Media Contact:  
Jamie Ellerton 
je@conaptus.ca  
416.732.8596 
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Proposal for Abused Yazidi Women 

(Yazidi women) 

Backgound 

At present in the Middle East, a long standing crisis revealed new atrocities and horrendous war 
crimes.   

To date it is one of the most horrific occurrences of events for the world to hear.   

In Iraq, countless Yazidi girls and women have been captured, tortured and enforced into sex 
slavery.  The torture these vulnerable girls and women have faced is beyond one’s capacity to 
imagine.   

In 2014, the Canadian government articulated the goal of an initiative to commence focusing on 
assisting persecuted religious minorities in 2015.  The Yazidis are a religious minority whom 
experienced severe trauma due to unforeseen circumstances.  We are thus proposing to provide 
assistance to these groups of girls and women who were able to escape from the horrible 
captivity.  

Kurdistan, which is in the northern part of Iraq, has numerous internally displaced persons 
seeking refuge. Among the must vulnerable and in desperate need of help are the Yazidi girls 
and women who have been able to escape from their captors in ISIS/ISIL (also known as 
“Islamic State”). 

The focus of this project therefore is solely based on the premise of aiding these tortured victims 
of severe abuse.  According to community resources on the ground, there are about 400 girls and 
women (from the age of 8) who underwent ill treatment and torture in Iraq.  They have been and 
continue to be kidnapped, raped, tortured and sold for sex work.  If they manage to escape they 
are viewed as infidels because of what they have experienced and the torture they have is 
experienced is so horrendous some have the lost the ability to communicate by speaking.  They 
are an extremely neglected and abandoned special group of people with extra need.  These girls 
and women are currently residing in IDP (Internally Displaced People) camps in Kurdistan, 
Zakho (Satahn…) and the preferred language is Kurmanji.    Due to the conditions that arise if 
they do escape their captivity, these people have no means of any kind to find a durable solution 
through local integration.   
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Proposal 

Given these factors, resettlement is the only alternative in order for them to obtain peace.  In 
accordance with such a proposal, there must be a well thought out and detailed plan, which is as 
follows. With assistance of community organization and referral agency we need to identify, 
interview, and refer these 400 women whom are in several cases with family members. It is with 
recommendation that they should be placed in the JAS (Joint Assistance Sponsorship) program 
while after arrival to Canada they would need special attention and extra care.  When considering 
all of these factors the estimated total number of individuals to be resettled arises to 
approximately 1,600 people.   

METHODOLOGY: 

1. After the visit of One Free World international and with the help of the Yazidi 
community in Canada (approximately 50 families), a steering committee should be 
formed to facilitate the process.  ORAT (Office for Refugees Archdiocese of Toronto) 
representing the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto and linked with other 
resettlement agencies, can represent the civic sponsors who are willing to assist in the 
process.  

2. A delegation of a Yazidi community member, domestic abuse counsellor, and staff from 
ORAT should travel to the field.  The mission trip should identify potential clients for the 
program and should provide initial counselling and assessment.  

3. With assistance of ICMC (International Catholic Migration Commission) in cooperation 
with ORAT, detailed interviews will be conducted and the necessary forms will be 
completed. The project would require at least 3 English speaking Yazidi community 
members to participate in this process. The estimated term for this phase is 10 weeks.  

4. Once files are completed and checked with UNHCR and IOM, a temporary duty visa 
officer should visit the region and aid in processing the resettlement cases as expedited 
group assessing.  

5. The girls and women in question will need to be given waivers on humanitarian and 
compassionate (H&C) grounds from the following statutory requirements: 

a. The requirement for the individuals in question to be outside their country of 
residence; 

b. The requirement for the individuals in question to have registered with the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (‘UNHCR’) – which they are unable to 
do as they are unable to leave Iraq 

6. Once travel arrangements are made to Canada (IOM) negotiations related to civic 
sponsors should conclude, by means of sponsors participation (providing moral, 
emotional and logistics support), settlement agencies, reception centers and domestic 
violence counsellors (Catholic Family Services).  

 
The participation of the Roman Catholic sponsors must be negotiated to ensure that 
everyone’s interest, ethics and principles are respected (i.e. Birthright International).  While 
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other issues (i.e. culture, language, skills, legal issues,  polygamy) must also be respectfully 
adhered to.   
 
7. As a significant number of clients are pregnant the process should thus be expedited and 

upon arrival Birth Right International (Brampton office) should be involved in the list of 
service providers.  

In order to ensure a successful program and resettlement of these targeted individuals, we will 
develop a system to record the progress and/or setbacks that have transpired.  Thus it is 
recommended that every quarter year stake holders and participants should have evaluation 
meetings and acquire updates about the program.  

While these Iraqi citizens according to the international law are still considered as people in their 
country of origin (as Kurdistan is still part of the Republic of Iraq), this program would require 
that the Minister of Citizenship Immigration Canada approve this community for special 
processing under ministerial priority (temporary designation of source country). 

As noted above, Kurdistan is within the Iraqi state.  However, the women in question are not able 
to leave to a safe third country.  Therefore, as noted above, the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration would have to exercise its humanitarian and compassionate (H&C) discretion 
under s. 25 of the IRPA to waive the following statutory requirements: 

1. The requirement for the individuals in question to be outside their country of residence; 

2. The requirement for the individuals in question to have registered with the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (‘UNHCR’) – which they are unable to do as 
they are unable to leave Iraq. 

Estimated budget: 

1. Mission trip (cca $9,000) 
2. Processing – ICMC retainer or service fee ($40,000).   
3. Additional ISAP services, domestic violence counsellor and settlement services 

($100,000).   
4. Facilitating the project, coordinating sponsors and stakeholders in a 2 and a half year 

term ($15,000).   
5. Joint Assistance Sponsorship (JAS) funding for an estimated 1,600 people (estimate 

based on 400 women including family members). 
6. Birthright International Brampton Office ($40,000). 

Therefore with these things considered, it is clear that there is a great need to help this severely 
abused population of girls and women.  We believe that this solution provides a targeted and 
realistic means to assist women and girls who have been exposed to the traumatic inhumane 
experiences that were forced upon them.  The purpose of the selection will be to provide the best 
and safest environment for those affected.   
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All of which is respectfully submitted by: 

 

Dr. Martin Mark 

Director, Officer for Refugees of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Toronto (ORAT)  

 

Rev. Majed El Shafie 

President and Founder, One Free World 
International  
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European Parliament 
2014-2019  

 
Plenary sitting 

 

 B8-0149/2016 }  
 B8-0154/2016 }  
 B8-0157/2016 }  
 B8-0159/2016 }  
 B8-0161/2016 }  
 B8-0162/2016 } RC1 
 
3.2.2016 

JOINT MOTION FOR A 
RESOLUTION 
pursuant to Rule 123(2) and (4), of the Rules of Procedure 

replacing the motions by the following groups: 
Verts/ALE (B8-0149/2016) 
ECR (B8-0154/2016) 
ALDE (B8-0157/2016) 
S&D (B8-0159/2016) 
PPE (B8-0161/2016) 
EFDD (B8-0162/2016) 

on the systematic mass murder of religious minorities by the so-called 
„ISIS/Daesh‟  
(2016/2529(RSP)) 

Lars Adaktusson, Cristian Dan Preda, Elmar Brok, Andrej Plenković, 
Antonio Tajani, Michael Gahler, Mariya Gabriel, David McAllister, 
Michèle Alliot-Marie, Esther de Lange, Kinga Gál, Tunne Kelam, György 
Hölvényi, Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, Lorenzo Cesa, Roberta 
Metsola, Davor Ivo Stier, Therese Comodini Cachia, Barbara Matera, 
Milan Zver, Marijana Petir, Anna Záborská, Philippe Juvin, Andrey 
Kovatchev 
on behalf of the PPE Group 
Knut Fleckenstein, Josef Weidenholzer, Richard Howitt, Zigmantas 
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Balčytis, Hugues Bayet, Brando Benifei, José Blanco López, Vilija 
Blinkevičiūtė, Biljana Borzan, Silvia Costa, Andrea Cozzolino, Andi 
Cristea, Miriam Dalli, Viorica Dăncilă, Isabella De Monte, Doru-Claudian 
Frunzulică, Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Elena Gentile, Lidia Joanna 
Geringer de Oedenberg, Adam Gierek, Neena Gill, Michela Giuffrida, 
Ana Gomes, Maria Grapini, Theresa Griffin, Enrique Guerrero Salom, 
Sylvie Guillaume, Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto, Cătălin Sorin Ivan, Liisa 
Jaakonsaari, Afzal Khan, Jeppe Kofod, Javi López, Costas Mavrides, 
Marlene Mizzi, Luigi Morgano, Alessia Maria Mosca, Victor Negrescu, 
Momchil Nekov, Pier Antonio Panzeri, Demetris Papadakis, Emilian 
Pavel, Vincent Peillon, Tonino Picula, Kati Piri, Miroslav Poche, Liliana 
Rodrigues, Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Fernández, Daciana Octavia 
Sârbu, Olga Sehnalová, Monika Smolková, Renato Soru, Tibor Szanyi, 
Claudia Tapardel, Marc Tarabella, Patrizia Toia, István Ujhelyi, Elena 
Valenciano, Nicola Caputo 
on behalf of the S&D Group 
Charles Tannock, Mark Demesmaeker, Angel Dzhambazki, Raffaele Fitto, 
Ruža Tomašić, Jana Žitňanská, Arne Gericke, Anna Elżbieta Fotyga, 
Ryszard Antoni Legutko, Ryszard Czarnecki, Karol Karski, Jadwiga 
Wiśniewska, Kosma Złotowski, Tomasz Piotr Poręba, Beatrix von Storch 
on behalf of the ECR Group 
Javier Nart, Nedzhmi Ali, Petras Auštrevičius, Beatriz Becerra 
Basterrechea, Dita Charanzová, Marielle de Sarnez, Gérard Deprez, 
Martina Dlabajová, José Inácio Faria, Marian Harkin, Filiz Hyusmenova, 
Ivan Jakovčić, Petr Ježek, Ilhan Kyuchyuk, Valentinas Mazuronis, Louis 
Michel, Norica Nicolai, Urmas Paet, Jozo Radoš, Frédérique Ries, 
Marietje Schaake, Jasenko Selimovic, Pavel Telička, Ivo Vajgl, Johannes 
Cornelis van Baalen, Hilde Vautmans, Paavo Väyrynen, Renate Weber 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 
Bodil Valero 
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 
Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Ignazio Corrao, Isabella Adinolfi 
on behalf of the EFDD Group 
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European Parliament resolution on the systematic mass murder of religious minorities 
by the so-called ‘ISIS/Daesh’  
(2016/2529(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to its previous resolutions of 27 February 2014 on the situation in Iraq1, of 
18 September 2014 on the situation in Iraq and Syria, and the IS offensive, including the 
persecution of minorities2, in particular paragraph 4 thereof, of 27 November 2014 on 
Iraq: kidnapping and mistreatment of women3, of 12 February 2015 on the humanitarian 
crisis in Iraq and Syria, in particular in the IS context4, and specifically paragraph 27 
thereof, of 12 March 2015 on recent attacks and abductions by ISIS/Daesh in the Middle 
East, notably of Assyrians5, in particular paragraph 2 thereof, of 12 March 2015 on the 
Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World 2013 and the European 
Union‟s policy on the matter6, in particular paragraphs 129 and 211 thereof, of 12 March 
2015 on the EU‟s priorities for the UN Human Rights Council in 20157, in particular 
paragraphs 66 and 67 thereof, of 30 April 2015 on the persecution of Christians around 
the world, in relation to the killing of students in Kenya by terror group Al-Shabaab8, in 
particular paragraph 10 thereof, and of 30 April 2015 on the destruction of cultural sites 
perpetrated by ISIS/Daesh9, 

– having regard to its recommendation to the Council of 18 April 2013 on the UN principle 
of the „Responsibility to Protect‟ („R2P‟)10, 

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 16 March 2015 on the EU Regional Strategy 
for Syria and Iraq as well as the ISIL/Daesh threat, of 20 October 2014 on the ISIL/Daesh 
crisis in Syria and Iraq, of 30 August 2014 on Iraq and Syria, of 14 April 2014 and 12 
October 2015 on Syria, and of 15 August 2014 on Iraq, 

– having regard to Council Decision 2003/335/JHA of 8 May 2003 on the investigation and 
prosecution of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes11; 

– having regard to: the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of 
religion or belief; the EU Guidelines on promoting compliance with international 
humanitarian law; the EU guidelines on violence against women and girls and combating 
all forms of discrimination against them; the guidelines for EU policy towards third 
countries on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment or treatment; the 

                                                 
1 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2014)0011. 
2 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2014)0027. 
3 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2014)0066. 
4 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0040. 
5 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0071. 
6 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0076. 
7 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0079. 
8 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0178. 
9 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0179. 
10 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0180. 
11 OJ L 118, 14.5.2003, p. 12. 
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EU Guidelines on children and armed conflict; the EU Guidelines on the promotion and 
protection of the rights of the child; and the EU Human Rights Guidelines on freedom of 
expression online and offline; and the EU Guidelines to promote and protect the 
enjoyment of all human rights by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) 
persons, 

– having regard to the statements by the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) on Iraq and 
Syria, 

– having regard to Resolution 2091 (2016) Foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq adopted by the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on 27 January 2016, 

– having regard to the statement of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi 
Pillay, of 25 August 2014 on „Iraqi civilians suffering “horrific” widespread and 
systematic persecution‟, 

– having regard to the recent UN Security Council resolutions on Iraq and Syria, in 
particular Resolution 2249 (2015) condemning recent terrorists attacks by ISIS and 
Resolution 2254 (2015), endorsing a road map for the peace process in Syria and setting a 
timetable for talks, 

– having regard to Resolution S-22/1 adopted by the UN Human Rights Council on „The 
human rights situation in Iraq in the light of abuses committed by the so-called Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant and associated groups‟, of 3 September 2014, 

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, 

– having regard to the UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and 
of Discrimination based on Religion and Belief of 1981, 

– having regard to the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 1984, 

– having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948,  

– having regard to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, in particular 
Articles 5 to 8 thereof,  

– having regard to the Analysis Framework by the Office of the UN Special Adviser on the 
Prevention of Genocide (OSAPG), 

– having regard to the statement of 12 August 2014 by the Special Adviser of the UN 
Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide and the Special Adviser of the UN 
Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect on the situation in Iraq, 

– having regard to the Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
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Human Rights on the human rights situation in Iraq in the light of abuses committed by 
the so-called Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant and associated groups, of 27 March 
2015, in particular paragraph 16 thereof on „Violations Perpetrated by ISIL – Attacks 
against religious and ethnic groups‟, 

– having regard to the statement of 13 October 2015 by the Special Adviser of the UN 
Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide and the Special Adviser of the UN 
Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect on the escalation of incitement to 
violence in Syria on religious grounds, 

– having regard to the Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on 
the Syrian Arab Republic, presented in the Human Rights Council on 13 August 2015, in 
particular paragraphs 165 to 173 thereof, 

– having regard to Rule 123(2) and (4) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas, as recognised by UN Security Council Resolution 2249 (2015), the violent 
extremist ideology of the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟, its terrorist acts, its continued gross 
systematic and widespread attacks directed against civilians, abuses of human rights and 
violations of international humanitarian law, including those perpetrated on religious or 
ethnic grounds, and its eradication of cultural heritage and trafficking of cultural property 
constitute a global and unprecedented threat to international peace and security; 

B. whereas religious and ethnic minorities, such as Christian (Chaldean/Syriac/Assyrian, 
Melkite and Armenian), Yazidi, Turkmens, Shabak, Kaka‟i, Sabae-Mandean, Kurdish and 
Shi‟a communities, as well as many Arabs and Sunni Muslims, have been targeted by the 
so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟; whereas many have been killed, slaughtered, beaten, subjected to 
extortion, abducted and tortured; whereas they have been enslaved (in particular women 
and girls, who have also been subjected to other forms of sexual violence) and forcibly 
converted, and have been victims of forced marriage and trafficking in human beings; 
whereas children have also been forcibly recruited; whereas mosques, monuments, 
shrines, churches and other places of worship, tombs and cemeteries have been 
vandalised; 

C. whereas genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, wherever and whenever they 
happen, must not go unpunished, and whereas their effective prosecution must be ensured 
by taking measures at national level, by enhancing international cooperation and through 
the International Criminal Court and international criminal justice; 

D. whereas genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes are of concern to all EU 
Member States, which are determined to cooperate with a view to preventing such crimes 
and putting an end to the impunity of their perpetrators, in accordance with Council 
Common Position 2003/444/CFSP of 16 June 2003; 

E. whereas UN Security Council Resolution 2249 (2015) authorises those member states that 
have the capacity to do so to take all necessary measures, in compliance with international 
law, in particular with the United Nations Charter, and with international human rights, 
refugee and humanitarian law, on the territory under the control of the so-called 
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„ISIS/Daesh‟, in Syria and Iraq, to redouble and coordinate their efforts to prevent and 
suppress terrorist acts; 

F. whereas the international legal definition of genocide, in accordance with Article II of the 
1948 UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
includes the words: „any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group, as such: (a) killing members of the 
group; (b) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; (c) deliberately 
inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction 
in whole or in part; (d) imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
and (e) forcibly transferring children of one group to another group‟; whereas Article III 
of that Convention considers punishable not only genocide, but conspiracy to commit 
genocide, direct and public incitement to commit genocide, and complicity in genocide; 

G. whereas since 2014 an estimated 5 000 Yazidis have been killed, while many others have 
been tortured or forcibly converted to Islam; whereas at least 2 000 Yazidi women have 
been enslaved, and made victims of forced marriage and trafficking; whereas girls as 
young as six have been raped and Yazidi children have been forcibly recruited as soldiers 
for the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟; whereas there is clear evidence of mass graves of Yazidi 
people abducted by the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟; 

H. whereas on the night of 6 August 2014 more than 150 000 Christians fled the advance of 
the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ over Mosul, Qaraqosh and other villages in the Nineveh Plains, 
having been robbed of all their belongings, and whereas to date they remain displaced and 
in precarious conditions in northern Iraq; whereas the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ captured 
those who were unable to flee from Mosul and the Nineveh Plains, and whereas non-
Muslim women and children were enslaved, with some being sold and others brutally 
killed and filmed by the perpetrators; 

I. whereas in February 2015 the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ kidnapped more than 220 Assyrian 
Christians after overrunning several farming communities on the southern bank of the 
Khabur river in the north-eastern province of Hassakeh, and whereas to date only a few 
have been released, while the fate of the others remains unknown; 

J. whereas several reports by UN bodies, including the Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-
General on the Prevention of Genocide, the Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-General 
on the Responsibility to Protect and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, have stated that acts committed by the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ may 
amount to war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide; 

K. whereas the International Independent Commission of Inquiry has documented and 
reported that persons from ethnic and religious minorities opposing the so-called 
„ISIS/Daesh‟ and other terrorist groups, militias and non-state armed groups in areas under 
their de facto control continue to be persecuted; 

L. whereas, according to the „Responsibility to Protect‟ (R2P) principles, when a state (or 
non-state actor) manifestly fails to protect its population or is in fact a perpetrator of such 
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crimes, the international community has a responsibility to take collective action to protect 
populations, in accordance with the UN Charter; 

M. whereas under international law each individual has the right to live according to his or 
her conscience and to freely hold and change religious and non-religious beliefs; whereas 
political and religious leaders have a duty at all levels to combat extremism and to 
promote mutual respect among individuals and religious groups; 

1. Recalls its strong condemnation of the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ and its egregious human 
rights abuses, which amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes, within the 
meaning of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), and that action 
should be taken for it to be recognised as genocide by the UN Security Council; is 
extremely concerned at this terrorist group‟s deliberate targeting of Christians (Chaldeans/ 
Syriacs/Assyrians, Melkites, Armenians), Yazidis, Turkmens, Shi‟ites, Shabaks, Sabeans, 
Kaka‟i and Sunnis who do not agree with their interpretation of Islam, as part of its 
attempts to exterminate any religious and ethnic minorities from the areas under its 
control; 

2. Expresses its view that the persecution, atrocities and international crimes amount to war 
crimes and crimes against humanity; stresses that the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ is committing 
genocide against Christians and Yazidis, and other religious and ethnic minorities, who do 
not agree with the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ interpretation of Islam, and that this therefore 
entails action under the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide; underlines the fact that those who intentionally, for 
ethnic or religious reasons, conspire in, plan, incite, commit or attempt to commit, are 
complicit in or support atrocities should be brought to justice and prosecuted for violations 
of international law, notably war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide; 

3. Urges each of the Contracting Parties to the UN Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, signed at Paris on 9 December 1948, and to other 
relevant international agreements, in particular the EU Member States, to prevent war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide within their territory; urges Syria and Iraq 
to accept the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court; 

4. Urges the members of the UN Security Council to support a referral by the Security 
Council to the International Criminal Court in order to investigate violations committed in 
Iraq and Syria by the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ against Christians, Yazidis and religious and 
ethnic minorities; 

5. Urges each of the Contracting Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, of 1948, and to other international agreements 
for the prevention and punishment of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, 
and in particular the competent authorities of countries – and their nationals – which are in 
any way supporting, cooperating in or funding, or are complicit in, these crimes, to wholly 
fulfil their legal obligations under the convention and such other international agreements; 

6. Urges the competent authorities of those countries which are in any way directly or 
indirectly supporting, cooperating in or funding, or are complicit in, these war crimes, 
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crimes against humanity and genocide, to wholly fulfil their legal obligations under 
international law and to stop these unacceptable behaviours, which are causing enormous 
damage to the Iraqi and Syrian societies and are seriously destabilising neighbouring 
countries and international peace and security; 

7. Recalls that UN Security Council Resolution 2253 imposed a legal duty on UN member 
states to prohibit any kind of assistance to the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ and other terrorist 
organisations, notably supplying arms and financial assistance, including the illegal oil 
trade, and urges them to make this kind of assistance a crime under domestic law; recalls 
that failure to act in consequence by some member states would constitute a violation of 
international law and endow other member states with a legal duty to implement the UN 
Security Council resolution by acting to bring the responsible individuals and entities to 
justice; 

8. Denounces in the strongest terms the destruction of religious and cultural sites and 
artefacts by the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟, which constitutes an attack against the cultural 
heritage of all inhabitants of Syria and Iraq and of humanity at large; calls on all states to 
step up their criminal investigations and judicial cooperation with a view to identifying all 
groups responsible for illicit trafficking in cultural goods and for damaging or destroying 
cultural heritage that belongs to all of humanity in Syria, Iraq and the broader Middle East 
and North African regions; 

9. Urges all the countries of the international community, including the EU Member States, 
to work actively on fighting radicalisation and to improve their legal and jurisdictional 
systems in order to avoid their nationals and citizens being able to travel to join the so-
called „ISIS/Daesh‟ and participate in violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law, and to ensure that, should they do so, they are criminally prosecuted as 
soon as possible, including for online incitement and support to commit those crimes; 

10. Calls for the EU to establish a permanent Special Representative for Freedom of Religion 
and Belief; 

11. Recognises, supports and demands respect by all for the inalienable right of all ethnic and 
religious minorities, and others, living in Iraq and Syria, to continue to live in their 
historical and traditional homelands in dignity, equality and safety, and to fully practise 
their religion and beliefs freely without being subject to any kind of coercion, violence or 
discrimination; believes that, in order to stem the suffering and the mass exodus of 
Christians, Yazidis and other communities of the region, a clear and unequivocal 
statement by all regional political and religious leaders in support of their continued 
presence and full and equal rights as citizens of their home countries is imperative; 

12. Requests the international community and its member states, including the EU and its 
Member States, to ensure the necessary security conditions and prospects for all those 
who have been forced to leave their homeland or have been forcibly displaced, to make 
effective as soon as possible their right to return to their homelands, to preserve their 
homes, land, property and belongings, as well as their churches and religious and cultural 
sites, and to be able to have a dignified life and future; 
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13. Recognises that the ongoing persecution of religious and ethnic groups in the Middle East 
is a factor that contributes to mass migration and internal displacement; 

14. Stresses the importance of the international community providing protection and aid, 
including military protection and aid, in accordance with international law, to all those 
targeted by the so-called „ISIS/Daesh‟ and other terrorist organisations in the Middle East, 
such as ethnic and religious minorities, and of such people‟s participation in future 
political lasting solutions; calls on all parties involved in the conflict to respect universal 
human rights and to facilitate the provision of humanitarian aid and assistance through all 
possible channels; calls for the creation of humanitarian corridors; considers that safe 
havens, protected by UN-mandated forces, could be part of the answer to the massive 
challenge of providing temporary protection for millions of refugees from the conflict in 
Syria and Iraq; 

15. Reaffirms its full and active support for international diplomatic efforts and the work of 
UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura aimed at launching peace negotiations in Geneva 
between all Syrian parties, with the participation of all the relevant global and regional 
players, in the coming days, as well as his proposals for local ceasefires; calls for the EU 
and the international community to put pressure on all donors to fulfil their promises and 
to fully commit themselves to providing financial support for the host countries, especially 
ahead of the Syria donors‟ conference in London on 4 February 2016; 

16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Vice-
President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the governments and 
parliaments of the Member States, the Government and Parliament of Syria, the 
Government and Council of Representatives of Iraq, the Regional Government of 
Kurdistan, the institutions of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the 
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (Gulf Cooperation Council, GCC), 
the United Nations Secretary-General, the United Nations General Assembly, the UN 
Security Council and the UN Human Rights Council. 

 



III 

114TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. CON. RES. 75 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 15, 2016 
Received and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of Congress that the atrocities per-

petrated by ISIL against religious and ethnic minorities 
in Iraq and Syria include war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, and genocide. 

Whereas Christians and other religious and ethnic minorities 
have been an integral part of the cultural fabric of the 
Middle East for millennia; 

Whereas the so-called Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) and associated extremists are committing egre-
gious atrocities against ethnic and religious minorities in 
Iraq and Syria, including Christians 
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(including Assyrian Chaldean Syriac, Armenian, and 
Melkite communities, among others), Yezidis, Turkmen, 
Shabak, Sabaean-Mandeans, and Kaka‘i, among others; 

Whereas ISIL specifically targets these religious and ethnic 
minorities, intending to kill them or force their submis-
sion, conversion, or expulsion; 

Whereas religious and ethnic minorities have been murdered, 
subjugated, forced to emigrate, and subjected to grievous 
bodily and psychological harm, kidnapping, human traf-
ficking, torture, and rape; 

Whereas ISIL engages in, and publicly argues in favor of, the 
sexual enslavement of non-Muslim women, including pre- 
pubescent girls; 

Whereas ISIL atrocities against Christians, Yezidis, and 
other minorities have included mass murder, crucifixions, 
beheadings, rape, torture, enslavement, the kidnaping of 
children, and other violence deliberately calculated to 
eliminate their communities from the so-called Islamic 
State; 

Whereas ISIL has deliberately destroyed and looted numer-
ous cultural sites, religious shrines, churches, mon-
asteries, and museums in order to eradicate the cultures 
of ethnic and religious minorities from the territory it at-
tempts to control; 

Whereas these atrocities have been undertaken with the spe-
cific intent to bring about the eradication of those com-
munities and the destruction of their cultural heritage; 

Whereas ISIL operations have in fact driven minority reli-
gious and ethnic communities from their ancestral home-
lands; 
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Whereas under applicable international law referenced in sec-
tion 2441 of Title 18 of the United States Code, murder, 
torture, mutilation, rape, cruel treatment, and hostage- 
taking of non-combatants constitute war crimes; 

Whereas crimes against humanity, as defined by the Inter-
national Military Tribunal convened at Nuremberg in 
1945, and in various international instruments since 
then, include murder, extermination, enslavement, depor-
tation, and other inhumane acts committed against any 
civilian population, as well as persecution on political, ra-
cial, or religious grounds in connection with such crimes; 

Whereas the United Nations Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, signed and 
ratified by the United States, defines genocide as ‘‘any 
of the following acts committed with the intent to de-
stroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group, as such: (a) Killing members of the 
group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to 
members of the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the 
group conditions of life calculated to bring about its 
physical destruction in whole or in part; (d) Imposing 
measures intended to prevent births within the group; (e) 
Forcibly transferring children of the group to another 
group’’; 

Whereas on August 7, 2014, Secretary of State John Kerry 
declared that ‘‘ISIL’s campaign of terror against the in-
nocent, including Yezidi and Christian minorities, and its 
grotesque and targeted acts of violence bear all the warn-
ing signs and hallmarks of genocide’’; 

Whereas in August 2014, the United States conducted tar-
geted airstrikes and humanitarian assistance operations 
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to help break the siege of Mount Sinjar, saving the lives 
of thousands of Yezidi men, women, and children; 

Whereas His Holiness, Pope Francis, has noted that ‘‘entire 
communities, especially—but not only—Christians and 
Yezidis have suffered and are still suffering inhuman vio-
lence because of their ethnic and religious identity’’ and 
that, for Christians being killed for their faith in the 
Middle East, ‘‘a form of genocide—I insist on the word— 
is taking place, and it must end’’; 

Whereas a March 13, 2015, report by the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
detailed ‘‘acts of violence perpetrated [by ISIL] against 
civilians because of their affiliation or perceived affili-
ation to an ethnic or religious group’’ and stated that 
‘‘[i]t is reasonable to conclude that some of these inci-
dents, considering the overall information, may constitute 
genocide’’; 

Whereas in testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee on May 13, 2015, Dominican Sister Diana 
Momeka, whose convent was driven from Mosul, Iraq, de-
scribed the ISIL offensive as ‘‘cultural and human geno-
cide’’ and stated that today ‘‘[t]he only Christians that 
remain in the Plain of Nineveh are those who are held 
as hostages’’; 

Whereas in December 2015, the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum’s Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention 
of Genocide issued a report focused on the treatment of 
minorities in Nineveh from June to August 2014, which 
found that ISIL had ‘‘targeted civilians based on group 
identity, committing mass atrocities to control, expel, and 
exterminate ethnic and religious minorities’’ and, in that 
context, ‘‘committed crimes against humanity, war 
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crimes, and ethnic cleansing against [Christian, Yezidi, 
Turkmen, Shabak, Sabaean-Mandean, and Kaka’i] com-
munities in Nineva’’ and ‘‘perpetrated genocide against 
the Yezidi people’’; 

Whereas on December 7, 2015, the United States Commis-
sion on International Religious Freedom called on the 
United States Government ‘‘to designate the Christian, 
Yezidi, Shi’a, Turkmen, and Shabak communities of Iraq 
and Syria as victims of genocide by ISIL’’ and urged 
world leaders ‘‘to condemn the genocidal actions and 
crimes against humanity of ISIL that have been directed 
at these groups and other ethnic and religious groups’’; 

Whereas on February 3, 2016, the European Parliament ex-
pressed the view that ISIL ‘‘is committing genocide 
against Christians and Yezidis, and other religious and 
ethnic minorities’’; 

Whereas Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s violence against 
the Syrian people has attracted foreign fighters from 
around the world, who have supported and committed 
ISIL atrocities; and 

Whereas according to some estimates, the conflict among all 
parties to the Syrian civil war has killed 470,000 and dis-
placed 11 million people: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 1

concurring), That— 2

(1) the atrocities perpetrated by ISIL against 3

Christians, Yezidis, and other religious and ethnic 4

minorities in Iraq and Syria constitute war crimes, 5

crimes against humanity, and genocide; 6
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(2) all governments, including the United 1

States, and international organizations, including 2

the United Nations and the Office of the Secretary- 3

General, should call ISIL atrocities by their rightful 4

names: war crimes, crimes against humanity, and 5

genocide; 6

(3) the member states of the United Nations 7

should coordinate urgently on measures to prevent 8

further war crimes, crimes against humanity, and 9

genocide in Iraq and Syria, and to punish those re-10

sponsible for these ongoing crimes, including by the 11

collection and preservation of evidence and, if nec-12

essary, the establishment and operation of appro-13

priate tribunals; 14

(4) the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the 15

Lebanese Republic, the Republic of Turkey, and the 16

Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq are to be 17

commended for, and supported in, their efforts to 18

shelter and protect those fleeing the violence of ISIL 19

and other combatants until they can safely return to 20

their homes in Iraq and Syria; and 21

(5) the protracted Syrian civil war and the in-22

discriminate violence of the Assad regime have con-23
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tributed to the growth of ISIL and will continue to 1

do so as long as this conflict continues. 2

Passed the House of Representatives March 14, 
2016. 

Attest: KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk. 
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The UK House of Commons voted 278-0 for the following resolution: 
 
Resolved, That this House believes that Christians, Yazidis, and other ethnic and 
religious minorities in Iraq and Syria are suffering genocide at the hands of Daesh; and 
calls on the Government to make an immediate referral to the UN Security Council 
with a view to conferring jurisdiction upon the International Criminal Court so that 
perpetrators can be brought to justice. 


