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‘Engaging in 
play gives my 
creativity an 

opportunity to 
thrive and it 
brings me joy 

that I infuse in 
my work’ 

1. ‘My vintage drawing table in my home office and one of my pillow designs.’
2. A collection of reference materials, supplies, pattern-adorned items and one of Jeanetta’s chalk art pieces.
3. Jeanetta’s drawings for projects.

Can you tell us more about your 
work? I create an array of things like 
brand identity, patterns for apparel and 
stationery, lettering and art for greeting 
cards and wall art, and illustrations for ad 
campaigns and companies. I like my work 
to be vibrant, a little funky, cheerful and 
textural. I love drawing things like plants, 
flowers, tiled patterns and food items. I 
also provide career coaching for artists 
who want to learn about art licensing or 
need assistance with their branding or 
pursuing a new direction. I love having 
variety in my work. It keeps my skills 
sharp and challenges me creatively.

Do you have a structured work 
schedule? No, it is a bit unpredictable. 
If I don’t start the day with a workout,  
I get to work on my art and design 
projects. Some days I have coaching 
calls or take fun field trips like shopping 
for inspiration, visiting museums or 
being in nature. I think play is a big part 
of my job. Engaging in play gives my 
creativity an opportunity to thrive and it 
brings me joy and a sense of freedom 
that I infuse in my work. I try not to do 

too many late nights and try to finish my 
workday at a reasonable hour of the day 
to give me time to wind down and get 
proper rest. 

Can you describe the process of  
a design? I always start with research. 
From there, I make mood boards 
and develop a direction. Most of my 
work starts by hand, with ink, gouache 
or watercolor, and is then completed 
digitally using artistic brushes and 
effects in Photoshop.

Where do you find your 
inspiration? If I am not intentionally 
looking for inspiration in a vintage store, 
gift shop, bookstore or nature, I find it  
in my surroundings. I think my eye is 
trained to see things in detail and notice 
things around me that I find fascinating 
and different—like the way the light hits 
a random object and makes an 
interesting shadow pattern, a bold 
wallpaper in a restaurant or a stunning 
color combination in someone’s outfit.  
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Jeanetta Gonzales

Jeanetta at her desk  
with her sketchbook.


