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At-Sea Processors’ Gilmore Announces Retirement, 
New Hire Comes from Environmental Non-Profit 

 
(Seattle, WA—February 28, 2019)  The At-sea Processors Association (APA) announced today 
that Jim Gilmore, its Director of Public Affairs, will retire June 30, 2019, after 30 years with the 
association. Gilmore will be replaced by Matt Tinning, the current Associate Vice President for 
Oceans at the Environmental Defense Fund, a prominent U.S.-based non-profit noted for 
pursuing collaborative, market-based solutions to environmental problems. 
 
During his tenure at APA, Gilmore directed the organization’s public affairs and corporate social 
responsibility programs, which helped to establish the Alaska pollock industry’s leadership 
position in global seafood sustainability. Among Gilmore’s accomplishments are his work to 
enact the landmark American Fisheries Act, which paved the way for a catch share program for 
the largest U.S. fishery, the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands Alaska pollock fishery.  The advent of 
catch share management enabled the Alaska pollock catcher/processor sector to optimize food 
production, further minimize fishing effects on the environment, and strengthen the fleet’s 
international market competitiveness. For almost two decades, Gilmore has also led the Alaska 
pollock industry’s effort to become the largest certified sustainable fishery in the world. By 
achieving and maintaining certifications of the fishery under both the Marine Stewardship 
Council and Alaska Responsible Fisheries Management programs, his work has solidified Alaska 
pollock’s reputation as one of the world’s best managed fisheries. 
 
APA’s executive director Stephanie Madsen said, “We are very grateful to Jim for his years of 
staunch advocacy and unwavering commitment to strengthening the Alaska pollock industry, 
and we couldn’t be happier to announce Matt’s coming onboard.” Madsen continued, “Matt’s 
been a leader in the NGO community promoting precautionary, science-based fisheries 
management. We are excited to have him put his considerable talents to work at APA.” 
 
Tinning brings over a decade’s worth of experience in the e-NGO community to his new 
position. Prior to his work with environmental non-profits, the Australian-born Tinning served 
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as a Liaison Officer at the Australian Embassy in Washington, DC.  He also worked on Capitol Hill 
on the staff of former New Mexico Senator Jeff Bingaman. 
 

##### 
 

APA is a seafood trade association with offices currently in Juneau, Alaska, and Seattle, 
Washington. Mr. Tinning will maintain his residency in Washington, DC and open an APA office 
there. The six APA member companies operate U.S.-flag trawl catcher/processor vessels in the 
Alaska pollock fishery.  These diverse seafood companies participate as harvesters and 
processors in other U.S. West Coast and Alaska region fisheries, as well.  All told, the fisheries in 
which APA member companies operate account for 70% of all seafood harvested annually in 
the U.S.  The member companies are:  Aleutian Spray Fisheries; American Seafoods Company; 
Arctic Storm, Inc.; Coastal Alaska Premier Seafoods; Glacier Fish Company, and Trident 
Seafoods.  Learn more at:  www.atsea.org   
 

http://www.atsea.org/

