A Declaration of the Rigﬁts of All Waters
P gatﬁem’ng oftﬁe Women’s Congressfor Future Generations
fMinnea}aofis, Minnesota

Novemﬁer, 2014

We, the women and men of the second Women'’s Congress, have gatﬁerec[ on Eeﬁag[ (f the waters of
the world. Water syeaﬁs as one voice. She weaves togetﬁer and tﬁrougﬁ the lands cf the world, has
cfee]a seas above and below the 5u1face, f[ows from the mountaintops and in the veins of every fiving
Eeing. She has spoﬁen and we are opening our ears to [isten. The song she sings is one (f d:ee}?
anguisﬁ. She is ca(fing upon us to be her guarafian.
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We, tﬁe waters oftﬁe wor(damfa[fwﬁo 1’6@ on us, must ﬁave our voices ﬁeanffoucffy anc[cléar[y.

No (onger is there an oytion to negfect or Eetmy us - for our survival is entang&ecf with yours.

As the Ocean 1 have a rigﬁt

To be clean, ﬁea[tﬁy and un}ao[[uteaﬁ free of yesticia&zs, chemicals, and toxicity

To be wild and free

To be yowerﬁd and p(ayfu[, mgg(uf, and joyfu[

To free(y connect with, and welcome in, other bodies of water

To allow my intrinsic inbreath and outbreath to f(ow freefy

To create, nourish and w:pfenisﬁ [ife, and to take ﬁfe, in sacred balance

To maintain and regenerate my inherent, teeming aﬁ’\/ersity

To maintain my natural and n’gﬁtfu[ temperature and Jo(l-[ balance

To be resyectecf for my inherent value and Eeauty, and to not be commoditized
To be in re(ationsﬁi]a with all that is in the SEy: to gi\/e water to clouds, to make tides with the moon
To be recognizea[ with gmtituc[e as the sacred source of flfe

To be Jorotected as a part of the Commons, in }oeqoetuity



As Lakes 1 Have a ‘Rigﬁt

To be loved, honored and resyectecf asa fu[f _participant in the water cycfe

To reffect the brilliant sﬁy

To maintain my natural and rigﬁtfuf temperature and volume

To oﬁfer abundance for all Eeings who are aﬁeyenaﬁent on me

To be clean, ﬁea[tﬁy, un}ooffuted: and free of invasive Syecies

To receive clean, un]aoffutecf water from the clouds and the bodies that rey&am’sﬁ me
To cﬁange sﬁaye, form and Joﬁase; to fa}a gent@ and wave wi(szy

To meet untrammeled shores with my waves

To be recognizea[ and honored as majestic, sacred, and great

To be }Wotected as a part of the Commons, in }oeqoetuity

As Rivers 1 have a Gligﬁt

To f[ow free[y without im]oecfiment By dikes, dams, and human-made channels

To be honored for my natural rﬁytﬁms of ffooding and retraction

To be clean and unjooffuted

To be in intimate re(ationsﬁfp with the land and with time, as a sﬁajoer of the earth
To connect to other Eeings and bodies of the watershed, inc(uafing the ocean

To receive clean, un]aoffutecf waters from the creeks, streams, tributaries, and rain clouds that ﬁaecf
me, and to give clean, un}ooffutec[ waters to the water bodies that 1 f:eec[

To maintain my natural and rigﬁtfuf temperature and levels

To be enlivened with sunfigﬁt and embraced Ey moonfigﬁt

To support all the birds, fisﬁ, mammals, y(ants, and Eeings in the ecosystem around me
To be recognizea[ as Beautifu[, sacred, blessed, and [ife-giving

To meander gent[y and to rush fierce(y

To be }Wotected as a part of the Commons, in }oeqoetuity



As the Waters Above 1 Have a Rigﬁt

To fuﬁiff our role as a fu[f _participant in the water cycfe

To travel tﬁmugﬁ clean air, aﬁsorﬁing, and re&easing clean water

To rumble, roar, and sing

To dance in our own way with the sun

To receive the prayers (f the yecy&z, and to refﬂact the Yearning (f the human heart

To be free from the pain and horror of the human-made abomination - the mushroom cloud
To move, grow, and release water based on our own inherent rﬁytﬁms

To be }Wotected as a part of the Commons, in }oeqoetuity

As the Waters Below 1 have a ‘Rigﬁt

To be resyectecf, [istened to and understood

To be honored and unexyfoitea(

To be free cf contamination

To be carefuffy Jm’eservecf, not wasted, Enowing the immensity of time it took to create me
To be held as sacred, and honored as the divine [ife giver that 1 am

To be }Wotected as a part of the Commons, in }oeqoetuity



As Humans We have 'Responsiﬁi(ities
To honor, love, respect, and acknowledge all water bodies as wild, free, powerful, essential

components (gf an interconnected water cycfe that is ﬁving and the source and sanctuary cf ALL
LIFE

To have em]oatﬁy, com}aassion, and reverence for the integmf boundaries and refationsﬁi}os @( these

water anfies

TO feamfrom tﬁese water Bodies Ey ﬁeeaﬁ'ng tﬁe wamingsfrom Eeings (1716[ SySt(ZH’lS Uﬂdé?’ 6[141’655,

amf to act Witﬁ urgency to rejaair arw( restore tﬁese water 60&65

To take active resyonsiﬁifity to educate ourselves, children, and decision-makers to better
understand the interconnectedness of the water cycﬁa. Part (f this resyonsiﬁifity is to revive
traditional wisdom ﬂom communities that hold intimate and (ong-term Enow&ec@e cf the

interconnectecfness Oj: tﬁese water 60(1%65, anaf to act on ancf feamfrom tﬁeir wisaﬁ)m

To u}aﬁo(af existing laws and yo[icies to protect these water Eoc{ies, and to create new laws and
yoficies and new institutions to saféguanf these waters, such as to create guanfians and to elect

}Qeoyﬂa who will cﬁzfemf the aforementioneaf n’gﬁts

TO}?TOI'(ZCt tﬁese water 60({1:65 6}/ not Jamaging tﬁeir ecosystem or tﬁe ecosystemsfrom CL60V€ and

below which feecf them

To treat other humans with justice and faimess, giving and sﬁan’ng water with respect for the
needs (gf each person and our mutual a(e}oenaﬁmce on water. Each commoner has an equa[ m’gﬁt to

share in the Commons

To withdraw our consent from Jamctices that do not fugci[f our resyonsiﬁi(ities to u}oﬁoﬁf the rigﬁts
of all waters and to give our ﬁ’ee, pm’or and informec[ consent to }omctices that re}aair, restore and

}9?’01'661' tﬁe waters

To cultivate re[ationsﬁips with the waters, shared across all cu[tures, (f ’partnersﬁl;p rather than

domination



We, the undersigned, ratify a Declaration of the Rights Held By Future Generations,
and a Bill of Responsibilities for those Present. In this ratification we recognize the

Bill of Rights Held By Waters.

Signed,




