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MMuch of the environmental news is dire,
and its bearers can be pessimistic; people
whe are tived of bad news are apt to turn the
channel or the page before the depressing
statistics can ruin their brealdast,

But pessimism is not what you get with
Carolyn Raffensperger. The executive
director of the Science and

Environmental Health Network sees
opportunities to improve our lives
around every corner. Here some of the
“Can you imagine?" possibilities she
shared in an interview in May:

an Yoy

. if we directed the
gifts of shopaholics toward the com-
munity instead of toward themselves?

"1 think that the shopaholica — the psople who are maxing
out their credit cards — probably would have been hunters and
gatherers,” Raffenspargar sald, “Those are the wornsn whe
wildd have lmown where the rabbits were breeding, where the
desr wepe and when they had babiea, |, they would have lmown
the roota, they would have knosm whers all the morels ware ...
and instead, we'va macde this pathelogical

"{(What if) you gave those women 5§50 and said, ‘A family's had
a fire, and in 24 heks, they'me going to peed ah antire house with
thess sizes andd thess caloms, 5o we warl cranberty anl sage
green and {oreat green. We want dishea that match for ekght and
a tirkey platter and g0 on. Here's $50;

'Can you madgine uemg those akills for the comrmunity ?"

..« if we had a community solar food
drier? "We could use a whole lot of food from the student
farmes, we could be drying apples. we could be drying corn .. A
lot of peopte who are mally struggling financially don't have a kot
of fresazars lie I've got that are dependent an alecricity. Could
you imagine supplying dried apple snacks .. for the kids in
school™

.+« f we had a recycling center that was free
where collaege students heading out of town
could drop off their half-used laundry soap?

... if we had a lending library of chil-
dren's clothes and bassinets?

- if we had a community seed banlk i
which we could donate our leftover seeda each year?

... lowa's agriculture pelicy was focused
on feeding the Midwest first and fueling
the Midwest first?

... if we had lending libraries for tools
m our commumnities just 23 we have for booka, so nat every
person hesded to purchase esary toal?
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Magine

... if we expanded
the commons — the things that are our comman wealth
and suppart our comman health?

... if farmers had to report to the govern-
ment the number of eagles that hatched on
their property in addition to the number of
bushels of corn they grew?

e ko bow thaillec) Armes wia when we hadl this eagle mes-
. We were ga-ga. Britney Spears had nothing on this eagle m our
town,” Raffenspenger sald T we counted her well-beimg and health
as an mdicator of our well-being and health. we'd go a long way'

.+« if we said we'd help farmers transi-
tion to organic agriculture?

Our farm paolicies are sa1 up 10 defand an industry that we no
lomger need — as if we're buggy whip mamifacturers, for exam
plee "Whan do we say, “YouTe of the wrondg side of history Your
kind of agricuthure is on the wiong side of history AND we need.
tar sat AND we nesd energy, AND we wan! you an the land” Howe
dio wa do that? A we so dumb thal we can't raise our own foad
without destoying the water?

.-« if our goal was to increase pollinators
in the state of Iowa?

- uill}:residential candidates got
beyond all the silly things we're a
about with the courts and asking how we're
ﬂuing to position the courts to protect the

fe and well-being of future generations?

... if, instead of assuming that we're all
going to do a little damagle, assume that
we're all going to do a little good?

— Flaucll Martila-Losure
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