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I really hope you enjoy our Autumn newsletter. We’ve been 

extremely busy since the Summer edition, and are very 

proud of what’s been achieved. We hope you will enjoy 

seeing how much life is improving for the children and young 

deaf people you are helping.  We’ve had huge support this 

year from many volunteers, both from Dar and the UK, who 

generously gave up their time and energy to make some 

big changes. You can read about volunteer Charlie Hadley 

and her sleepover with the pupils at Buguruni School for 

the Deaf - and you can also see the exciting renovated 

playground, generously funded by Trust 2000, University 

College School (UCS), Corona Tanzania and Newton Prep 

School, which the children absolutely love. UMIVITA have 

now moved to their smart new office in the school: this 

means they can help support parents and pupils much more 

easily. - read more about it on page 6. 

We are still working hard on our plans to build an audiology 

facility in the school. This is a huge undertaking and we 

really need to get it right. I hope that our next newsletter 

will include some exciting updates on this.  

I spent a few days with the school and with UMIVITA in early 

October. I can honestly say I have never seen things looking 

better.  I boarded the plane home full of hope and feeling 

extremely grateful to all our wonderful supporters, who 

have made this happen.  We know these are difficult times, 

and your contributions are all the more generous for that. 

thank yo
u!

Gorgeous Tanzanear 
CHRISTMASCARDS 

available NOW!
See our website and 

Facebook page for details



PLAYGROUND
RENOVATION

renovation of the playground through UCS 

Community Action, our annual fundraiser. 

UCS wholeheartedly supported the project 

and we raised £2,500, a large sum by any 

standards but a truly massive amount 

for Tanzania.  Rusty old swings, a broken 

roundabout and a slide with holes in it have 

been replaced by new swings, see-saws, a 

safer covered slide and a fence to enclose 

it.  It looks wonderful and I was able to 

witness the happiness of the children 

during the summer holidays this year, 

when I volunteered again at the school and 

received an excited welcome from all the 

children.  

The children at Buguruni School are very 

special to me. They deserve to have a 

better quality of life, not just through 

improvement to their hearing but also to 

their school environment. I plan to return 

during my gap year and I hope that in the 

future more UCS boys and girls might want 

to visit this very special school.”

 

A huge thank you to all the donors who 

supported this project – we hope you will all 

come and see it very soon.
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One of the projects that our Chair, Lucy 

Carter, started in her first year in Tanzania 

was a new playground for the school. 

This was funded by a legacy from the 

then Deputy-Chair, Anne Moryiama’s 

stepmother. After three years of (very) 

hard use we’ve learned lessons about how 

hot metal slides get in equatorial sun, and 

about how hardwearing equipment needs 

to be when it’s used by nearly 300 children 

who are wild with excitement. The vast 

majority of African schools don’t have play 

equipment like this, and so there simply 

wasn’t the basic everyday knowledge 

amongst the staff that we might take for 

granted in the UK, such as play equipment 

needs to be supervised. It was time to 

renovate.

We’re delighted that we raised £5,000 

thanks to very generous support from Trust 

2000, UCS, Corona Tanzania and Newton 

Prep School. One of our volunteers, 

Jonathan Pym writes:

“I am a pupil at University College School 

in London and in November 2010 I spoke 

at my school Assembly about Buguruni 

School. I asked UCS to support the 

“there’s no keeping the 
pupils off the see-saws!.”
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“At my age, 6 months passes in the 
blinking of an eye but when it was time to 
come home after spending the first half 
of this year at Buguruni it seemed hardly 
possible that I had been there so long. Looking back 
I believe I achieved a lot but I came home with the sense that there is still 
so much to do. My greatest satisfaction comes from seeing the progress 
the children are making socially and academically. I am particularly thrilled 
that the children continue to make progress with their hearing aids.  Our 
Child Sponsorship Fund is making a huge difference to the lives of the 
poorest children at the school and I was delighted to be able to get it off 
the ground. To see these children proudly wearing pristine new uniform and 
new shoes is a source of great joy. The spirit of the children of Buguruni is 
extraordinary, they cope with adversity as if it didn’t exist and do so at all 
times with smiles on their faces - to have been part of that for 6 months 
has been one of the greatest experiences in my life and one that I know I 
will never forget. My next trip can’t come soon enough!”

We are very grateful to the Caledonian Society of Tanganyika 

for their continued support.  Following their support of the 

main dormitory refurbishment last year, the Caledonian Society very kindly funded the 

redecoration of the older boys’ dormitory.  Willbard Kassian, a longtime supporter of the 

school, did the preparatory works and once again, a team from the UK followed up by 

doing the cleaning, painting and scrubbing until the dormitory looked as good as new.  

This year’s party numbered some 10 workers ranging in age from 15 to 50ish!  As a result 

the boys have a brand new dormitory with a large desk to do their prep, working showers 

and new mosquito nets.  The ayah has a pristine new bedroom as well.  The team relaxed 

with a trip to Mikumi and a great night of Scottish Country Dancing.  Huge thanks to 

Chieftain Paul Soppit and all at the Caledonian Society.

To donate at the push of a button, visit   www.tanzanear.org
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Another
PAINTING MASTERPIECE



Charlie Hadley, former member of the 
Care Team at Mary Hare School spent 
3 months at Buguruni earlier this year.  
Here she writes about her sleepover at 
the school.

“Last night I slept at school!! I was a little 
nervous despite being used to sleeping at 
a boarding school with my old job. Once 
the other volunteers left, I took my bag of 
clothes and pillow up to the room where I 
would be sleeping. The boarding facilities 
are split into four; there is a three storey 
building with the younger boys on the 
ground floor, girls in the middle and top 
floors. The older boys sleep in a separate 
building next door. Each room has 20 bunk 
beds. Every bed has a new locker where the 
children keep all their belongings, clothes 
and toiletries.

I was sleeping on the top floor.  The Ayah 
(Care Staff) had kindly made up my bed 
and given me a new mosquito net, as the 

MARY HARE 

nets over the windows are broken. The 
girls made me feel incredibly welcome and 
at 6.45pm we had dinner, which is cooked 
outside over charcoal and is always rice/
ugali and beans. A couple of the boys 
served it from giant pans and some of the 
children had to share plates/ bowls. I sat at 
a table with a group of older girls who loved 
talking about England and my life there. I 
was lucky to get a seat, as there were only 
four tables in the room - another item for 
the Tanzanear Wishlist. After dinner I was 
shown where to wash up - everyone washes 
their own bowls using the outside tap.

After dinner everyone got ready to shower.  
I was shown to the Ayah’s private bathroom 
as the girls have open showers!  As the 
pump was broken, all the children had to 
carry buckets of water to their bathrooms 
and use them to bathe. I carried mine up 
the three flights of stairs - not balanced on 
my head as many of them can do.  I don’t 
know how they do it! I showered with the 
bucket and an old butter pot. Just as I was 

getting dressed there was a power cut and 
we had no electricity for the rest of the 
night!

After showering, the children went outside 
to talk and relax in total darkness! They all 
thought my skin was amazing as it ‘glowed’ 
making my signing easy to see. At 9pm 
they went to their rooms, brushed their 
teeth and started climbing into bed. Their 
mosquito nets were tucked in using the 
light of the Ayah’s phone, but many of the 
nets had huge holes, it is no wonder many 
were becoming ill with malaria. I found 
this really difficult to understand, children 
curled up fast asleep not protected by a 
net that I later found out cost less than 
£5 to replace. As it had been raining the 
temperature was bearable without the 
fans.

We were woken at 4.45am when the 
children joined the queue at the well for 
water for showers.  It was dark, cold and 
raining so the children got very cold. I 
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helped the little ones carry their buckets, 
as they are almost as big as them. After 
showers, chores were started, sweeping 
and washing the classrooms and dormitory 
floors, ironing school uniforms and cleaning 
around the site. Some of the older ones 
helped the little ones get dressed. At 
7am teachers and day students started to 
arrive ready for school at 7.30am. I cannot 
believe how much they do before 7am, all 
so happily (apart from a few scraps from 
the little ones over ‘that’s my bucket - no 
it’s not it’s mine!’)  You may have noticed 
I haven’t mentioned breakfast, that is 
because they didn’t have any. Normally 
they have a cup of chai (sugary tea) but 
they had run out of charcoal. They didn’t 
have anything until 10am.

I found some of things that I saw over 
night quite shocking and sad but now we 
know Tanzanear can try and help solve the 
problems, particularly the mosquito nets. 
[Editor’s note - Mosquito nets have now 
been purchased]

A big thank you to all our volunteers from 
the UK who have been working over the 
summer: Sam Brockbank, Abi Browne, Guy 
Cowley, Alexander Hambro Rabben, Maksim 
Hartley, Abby Heath, Lucy Horan, Zara 
Nichols, Andrew Pym, Jonathan Pym, Kirsty 
Pym, Cameron Roberts, Helen Robinson, 
Pam Robinson, Alex Stewart, Judi Stewart, 
Marie-Pierre Wills and Rory Wilson.
It is especially nice to see more local people 
volunteering – Margrete Bjarne, Stephanie 
Black, Zaitun Kassim-Lakha, Ben & Melissa 
Miller and Thea Romandy. This is something 
we are particularly keen on, as it will help 
with the sustainability of all our projects.

To donate at the push of a button, visit   www.tanzanear.org

VOLUNTEERS

Charlie having supper 

pupils collecting water from the well

Margaret helping some younger pupils with English

Thea with Ally
Zaitun reading with the pupils



“It’s hard to say goodbye when you leave Buguruni School but 

by sponsoring children I maintain a wonderful link with the 

school which means that part of me is always there. My visit to 

the school had a profound effect on me and it’s great to know 

that Musa, Moshi and Happy are being helped so much by such 

a comparatively small contribution each month. I know that 

one day I will make a return visit but in the meantime I can 

keep in touch with the school and see the difference the work 

of Tanzanear has on the lives of the lovely children.”

UMIVITA are happily 
ensconced in their new 
offices at Buguruni School. 
This is part of our joint 
ambition with the school 
and TSD to create a Centre 
of Excellence on the site. 
UMIVITA can now help and 

support both parents and pupils much more easily (for example by holding sign language 
classes in the morning when parents have dropped their children.  They have also been 
very busy since the last newsletter.  Here are just a few highlights:

• Helping five young deaf people get into a six month catering course 
• Helping a deaf university student in Iringa get a work placement in Dar es 
Salaam
• Visiting deaf secondary school pupils at Kongowe Polytechnic School and 
encouraging the teachers to learn more sign language
• Getting hold of free mosquito nets for four families with deaf children, after 
the authorities had originally refused the request
• Helping a young deaf girl back to school by negotiating with her parents, 
who are separated, and agreeing who should pay her school fees
• Meeting the local education authority, the Ministry for Education and 
Tanzanian MP, Anna Abdallah to raise awareness of the challenges facing deaf 
people, to help them achieve their potential and to request greater salaries 
for teachers who give extra time to deaf pupils
• Attending the launch of an EU programme to promote greater employment 
of deaf people in Tanzania
• And as always, UMIVITA co-ordinate after-school classes for 45 deaf pupils, 
to help them keep up with hearing pupils

UMIVITA were full of smiles about their new office, which is thanks to the very kind donation 
from Tanzania Breweries Limited. They say that it is the best place they have ever worked 
and have written,  “We send our deepest thanks and appreciation for their donations which 
enable us to have office equipment, furniture and curtains for windows – and their kindness, 
cooperation, teamwork, and assistance.”
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UPDATES 
from our partners
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UMIVITA

Tanzania Society for the Deaf (TSD) 

Most of our members already know that TSD is our 
partner NGO working on the ground. Below some 
excerpts from the now-famous Mama Matilda’s 
updates:- 

“We continue to thank Tanzanear who send 
volunteers. Judi and Guy are busy with library 
programmes, teaching English to pupils, also 
continuing with the English Club with teachers. This 
is great.  Pupils enjoy very much and participate 
in learning seriously. The library is now a place of 
increasing knowledge and a place of fun after a lot 
of hard work in the classrooms.

We are very happy that we were successful in our 
application for a grant from the IMF. The money we 
got from IMF through the Dar es Salaam country 
representative will be covering three areas:

•  Renovating six classrooms and offices
•   Renovating the old teachers’ house which will help TSD to get funds as 
we can rent it out
•  Renovating the school farm house and clearing the fruit farm where we 
already have some mango, orange and teak trees growing

Ten deaf pupils joined the National Primary School Game Competition, which was held in 
Kibaha in the Coastal Region. In the running race our pupils got three medals, one silver 
and two copper medals. We congratulate them for that achievement.

TSD would very much like to thank Judith Roberts who stayed at the school from January 
to 24th June. She was always running here and there to help pupils in the classrooms and 
outside the classrooms.  We very much value what she has taught us all. As a mother she 
sometimes organised tea for everybody at the school so that all the workers and pupils 
could sit together and chat:  what a motivation we got!”

And a lovely note to finish on:

“The year 2011 is a starting point towards a school of Excellence.”

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
programme...some thoughts from Maryann Spatola

To donate at the push of a button, visit   www.tanzanear.org

UMIVITA and 
some BSD pupils
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Maryann with Musa, Happy and Moshi 



TEA FOR TANZANEAR

If you know anyone who is interested in 

supporting the work of Tanzanear, please 

visit our website at www.tanzanear.org 

where it is possible to donate online.
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And finally, do stay up-to-date with us 

by looking at our website or finding 

us on Facebook by searching for 

“Tanzanear”.  You can also email us at 

tanzanear@gmail.com.

Alison Ross is one of our busiest supporters.  Along 
with members of the St John’s Church, Snods Edge, 
near her home in Northumberland, she organises 
Sunday teas for the locals. For many years now she has organised a “Tea for Tanzanear” 
and this year raised the amazing sum of £435. That’s a lot of sandwiches, cakes and 
cuppas. The teas first started in 1981 as a way of providing an inexpensive tea for locals 
and people who had lost their jobs during the recession. Small beginnings maybe, but now 
they do one every weekend from May to September. Different good causes benefit each 
week and we are really grateful that Alison and her friends dedicate a tea to us. 
We are using their generous gift to provide fresh fruit and milk for Buguruni School’s 
nursery class. So the grown ups at St John’s and the wee ones at Buguruni all get a good 
feed.  

As ever we are indebted to the many people and 

organizations who kindly support our work.  

Mike & Lynne Batty

Beverly School for the Deaf, 

Massachusetts

Neville & Alison Bissett

Brede & Udimore Parishes

Margaret Brown

John Brown

Gordon Cameron

Caledonian Society of Tanganyika

Caring & Sharing East Sussex

Corona, Tanzania

Nicky Gayner

Hadley Family

Mr & Mrs J Hayes

Miranda Hutchinson

Saada Juma, BA Tanzania

Willbard Kassian

Jessica Lee

Ian & Sue Leech

Yvonne Loynes

Mary Hare School

Roger Miller

Newton Prep School

Tom & Rosemary Roberts

Alison Ross

John Shipp

Maryann Spatola

Colin & Jane Stewart

Peggy Stone

Sean & Hanne Sweeney

Ana Tavares

Frank & Laura Taylor

Alan & Carmel Terry

University College School

Joanne Wainwright

Chris Pain & Jan Warden

Betsy Wilkie

Alex and the boys

Special thanks to British Airways whose generosity through their Community and Conservation programme helps 

Tanzanear’s work in so many ways without which our work would not be nearly so successful.  

Tanzanear is very grateful to Kenneth Mather of Image Plus Limited, Tania Hurt-Newton and Tristram Colville-

Foley for giving their services free which allows us to tell everyone about our work through our newsletters and 

our website – thank you!
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Here’s a photo 
of Alison (second 

from the right) plus 
supporters and lots 

of food glorious food.


