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Excerpts from “Historification of the Big Picture” in the Foundations Reader, 55-56 

The Bible  

A most important dimension to consider is one to which I do not feel qualified to give a 
good or full answer. I believe it would be so valuable to review the great spiritual events 
in Abrahamic and Israel’s history and conjecture the relationship of these events to the 
writing of the various “books” of the Bible. I wish Biblical scholarship more often 
referred to the great spiritual movements of history. While the major state universities of 
the country buy more religious books than all other libraries put together, their faculties 
are almost uniformly non-Christian, non-believing, non-religious scholars. It is very rare 
that you will find a devotionally believing, scholarly Christian working in a secular 
university. In fact, the university logic may be to deliberately choose people who have no 
personal loyalty, lest that “color” the objectivity of their scholarship. Well, of course, the 
other extreme is what usually happens. People who have no personal interest in 
fellowship with God are not going to be looking for spiritual events related to the Biblical 
narrative. So we have a frighteningly secular interpretation of scripture.  

Most of the scholarly books that one sees even at the Society of Biblical Literature are 
written from a secular viewpoint. When the largest meeting in all their history of over 
8,000 people took place, the vast majority of attendees were not believers. So it is more 
and more difficult to find the scholarly resources that we need to consult that give us 
answers about the significance of Biblical events. These are the kind of answers that we 
want here.  

Yet it is also true, whether we can find out the details of the historical processes or not, 
that the Bible was not let down from heaven in the form it is now in. It was an 
accumulating document and was created in the context of a culture in the midst of 
history. That may sound a little scary. But, obviously, Abraham did not go around with a 
pocket New Testament, a pocket Old Testament, or even a pocket copy of the Torah, the 
first five books, the Pentateuch. It was obvious that God was able to deal with people 
apart from written Scripture. We must remember that for much of Old Testament history, 
the saints and prophets of that era were without the final form of Scripture that we call 
the Bible today.  

Also obvious is that, in all of the last 4000 years, written Scripture has been the primary 
means of dealing with humanity—in addition, of course, to the appearance of His own 
Son. But our knowledge of God’s Son is given to us only because of written Scripture. 
And so, through God’s Son as presented in Holy Scripture God has reached out across the 
world.  

Of course, the printed Bible is not of less importance simply because of the fact that not 
everyone through history has had access to the full Bible. Amazingly enough, even in the 
period following the apostles, when the full Bible was available to some, most Chris- 
tians in history have not had access to the full Bible.  

This is a very embarrassing reality about the Christian tradition itself. Even those of us 
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who have the Bible do not use it. They say that 1 out of 40 households in France has a 
Bible. In the United States, there are five Bibles per household. In my household, there 
are a lot more than five Bibles, even if I just counted the ones that have been given to me. 
But the number of Bibles is not as important as how we treat the Bible: how we deal with 
it, how we make use of it. I think that we are now in the era of cosmetic Bibles, micro-
print Bibles that are complete Bibles; so you can get credit for carrying the whole Bible 
with you to church in beautiful leather binding or a hand held computer. On the one hand, 
they say the average camera in the United States takes only one picture per year. I would 
say the average Bible doesn’t get read one page per year in the United States. So there 
could be a false confidence built up around written Scripture, even though it is 
exceedingly precious to those who seek it and cannot find it.  

 


