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Meet the Candidates:  
 
Maggie Lalor for Vice President 

 
Hello, I'm Maggie Lalor, and I'm running to be the 
next Vice President of the St Louis Young 
Democrats.  Since joining the board as the 
Director of Local Politics and Grassroots 
Organizing I have worked to create opportunities 
for Young Dems to get involved be it canvassing, 
registering voters, or gathering signatures for 
Young Dem endorsed petitions.  As Vice 
President, and later as President, I would 
continue to work with other board members to 
create meaningful engagement opportunities to 
move forward the progressive agenda and get 
Democrats elected.  

 
I would also like to work with the rest of the board to have Young Dems 
membership better reflect our diverse St Louis community.  Like many of 
you I joined as part of the recent growth in St Louis Young Democrats 
membership.  I would like to see that growth continue in a way that 
results in active membership from across St Louis, not just certain wards 
and townships.  One way to do this is increased outreach and connecting 
with people as well as organizations across the St Louis region.  For 
example, the Policy and Politics Committee has been putting together a 
Ward Organization Guide that will help us systematically reach out across 
St Louis City, providing opportunities to build relationships and increase 
membership.  
 
I've also had conversations with other Young Democrats about the need 
to strengthen the presence of Democrats across our state, and would 
work with other groups like the House Victory Committee to make that 
happen.  There are many opportunities for Young Dems to make a 
difference in our community and I would like to help make that happen. I 
thank you for your consideration, and would appreciate your vote. 
 

 

 

 

Justin King for Vice President, Secretary, Director of Politics and 
Public Policy  

Justin King, born and raised in St. Louis. I 
attended Westminster College in Fulton, MO. 
I currently work in cancer research at 
Washington University School of Medicine, 
managing our Multiple Myeloma Research 
Program. Over the years my interests into 
politics and how policies are constructed, 
have gained a lot of momentum in how I 
spend my free time. From healthcare policy 
and reform, to the policies that involve our 
community, I care about what our leaders are 
doing in regards to taking care of our people. 

Steve Lenivy for Treasurer  

For those of you who do not know me, my 
name is Steve Lenivy and, like many of you, 
this is my first year with the St. Louis Young 
Democrats. Nonetheless, I believe the skills 
that I have developed through my career and 
experiences will benefit the organization in 
the role of treasurer. I am a City of St. Louis 
resident and attended Saint Louis University, 
receiving both Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in Accounting. I am a certified public 
accountant with over half a decade of tax 

and accounting experience, working heavily with area nonprofit 
organizations. Furthermore, I have treasurer experience through other 
organizations, as I held the position for a cultural organization in college 
and am currently a treasurer for a local public charitable organization. 
Within St. Louis Young Democrats, I am an active member of the Politics 
and Policy Committee. I am passionate about the mission of Young Dems 
and enthusiastic about the growth and future of the organization. I hope 
to have your support in the election. Thank you. 

 

 

 
 



 

Bret Narayan for Secretary  

I am an attorney working in private practice. 
Over the last several years I have had the 
opportunity to work with several great 
organizations in order to effect meaningful 
change and to raise funds for various 
causes around the St. Louis metropolitan 
area.  
 
In the past I have served as President of 
Phi Delta Phi, an international honors legal 
fraternity, where I oversaw various events 
which raised thousands of dollars for 

causes such as breast and colon cancer awareness.  
 
I have also done volunteer work with the ACLU and the National Lawyers 
Guild in response to the unrest in the area following the Michael Brown 
and Jason Stockley decisions.  
 
Currently, I serve on the Neighborhood Accountability Board in the City of 
St. Louis where I work with non-violent juveniles convicted of crimes in 
order to engage in restorative justice as well as on the board of the 
Clayton-Tamm neighborhood association as Secretary.  
 
I am member of the 24th Ward Democrats in addition to being a member 
of the St. Louis Young Democrats.  
 
I hope to be able to serve as Secretary of the St. Louis Young Democrats 
and to faithfully carry out the duties which that entails.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
Bret Narayan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Felts for Secretary  
 
My name is Sarah Felts and I’m running to be 
the secretary of the St. Louis Young Democrats. 
I’m 31 and have been involved in politics and 
policy for the past 10 years, beginning with a 
college internship in the Missouri General 
Assembly, continuing with work on state and 
federal campaigns, a legal legislative internship, 
service in the State Treasurer’s Office, a 2013 
NLC - St. Louis fellowship, and work in nonprofit 
advocacy. Currently, I serve as the statewide 
communications coordinator for Planned 
Parenthood Advocates in Missouri, monitoring 
state legislation and elections, managing our 

social media, and engaging our supporters to protect and advance 
Missourians’ reproductive health and rights every day. 
 
I moved to Tower Grove South last summer after seven years in 
mid-Missouri, joining the St. Louis Young Democrats and serving on our 
politics and policy committee. I also serve as the recording secretary for 
the 15th Ward Democrats. In my spare time, I work to show up in the 
streets for protests, read — and tweet — about current events and social 
justice, exercise, and play with my dog, Sadie. 
 
I’m eager to continue learning and engaging in local politics by serving as 
the secretary of the St. Louis Young Democrats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tess Yocom for Secretary/Director of Communications  
 
Tess Yocom is a St. Louis transplant who’s 
passionate about Democratic politics. After 
graduating from the Missouri School of 
Journalism, she moved back to her 
hometown of Des Moines to work as a 
Digital Account Manager at a political 
consulting firm during the Iowa Caucuses 
and 2016 General Election.  
 
During this role, Yocom helped interest 
groups advance their mission by managing 

social media, designing graphics, developing email campaigns, and 
working closely with field teams. She hopes to use these skills to support 
St. Louis Young Democrats' growth in 2018. 
 
Outside of politics, Yocom enjoys running, cooking, exploring St. Louis, 
and playing with cats. Make sure to ask her about the time she watched 
the GOP Debate with Nev and Max from MTV’s Catfish. 
 
Dan Peterson for Secretary  

 
 
Hey everyone! I'm Dan Peterson and I 
would be -thrilled- to serve as the St. Louis 
Young Democrats' Secretary. I believe the 
way forward for St Louis and Missouri 
depends on young, activated progressives 
putting in the work to build a better future. 
I'm an extremely energetic progressive 
political organizer. I've worked on many 
different campaigns, large and small, as a 
volunteer, paid staff, field director, and 
campaign manager.  I recently stepped 

down as Co-Chair of New Leaders Council St. Louis, a progressive 
leadership training organization, and I currently serve as Alumni Chair. I 
also serve as one of the national trainers for NLC. I can't wait to work with 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roya Massoudnia for Director of Politics and Policy  
 

 
Roya Massoudnia is running for Director of Politics 
and Grassroots Organizing. As a first generation Saint 
Louisian, she spent most of her upbringing living in the 
Middle East, specifically Iran. It was during her mid 
teenage years that the Iranian Green Movement 
changed her relationship with politics from passive to 
understanding the vital importance of grassroots 
engagement.  
 
She is currently pursuing an MPH at SLU and works in 
HR in a local marketing firm, specializing in Diversity 
and Inclusion in the workplace. 
 
As Director of Politics and Grassroots Organizing, 

Roya will use the resource which is the Young Dems membership as well as 
existing and new interpersonal relationships with community 
organizations/leaders to further a more inclusive, fair and equitable Saint 
Louis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Reginald Garth for Director of Politics and Policy 
 
My name is Reginald Garth and I am a resident of 
the 28th Ward in Saint Louis City. I am a graduate of 
University City High School and I am pursuing my 
degree in Psychology with emphasis on Behavioral 
Counseling. Professionally, I have worked in a 
variety of fields in banking, finance, wealth 
management, and insurance. Politically, I have been 
an active volunteer for Tishaura Jones’ campaign for 
Mayor. I worked on the No on Prop P initiative, I am 
currently a volunteer for Brad Bakker’s campaign for 
State Representative as well as Raychel Proudie’s 
campaign for State Representative. I am also 

working with State Representative Bruce Franks in an effort to register more 
voters and to encourage more people to become active with their community 
and voting.  
 
As Director of Politics and Policy it is my sincere desire to raise more 
awareness of not only candidates but the issues that are happening in 
communities. From my personal experiences with door knocking and phone 
banking, one of the main things that were brought to my attention from 
citizens was that there was little to no knowledge of what was going on and 
when elections were happening. Raising awareness, providing more 
information to voters, registering new voters increases voter turn out and that 
ultimately in turn brings about progression and change that is needed. What 
we need is more awareness and knowledge out there to promote more 
informed voting. In the role of Director of Politics and Policy, I seek very 
much to bring that to fruition and to inspire a new generation of voters to 
become more involved in their community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike McClean for Director of Politics and Policy  

 
I moved to St. Louis from 
Kentucky three years ago and 
fell in love with this city and its 
vibrant culture. Like many 
others, I was a passive observer 
to politics, but I now recognize 
that treating politics like a reality 
show has had dire 
consequences. To rectify this, I 
am committed to supporting 
those who would strive to make 
the city of St. Louis and the 

country a better place. 
I am a strong proponent of data driven practical policy solutions to combat 
inequality and further social justice as well as to improve economic outcomes 
all people, regardless of background. I also believe most inherently good, 
and by engaging with and listening to individuals from different backgrounds 
and beliefs, we can open a dialogue and combat the rancor that has gripped 
our society. 
 
Best, 
Michael McClean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Wes Korfe for Director of Membership Engagement  
 
My name is Wes Korfe, and I believe that our 
generation has the unique drive and ability to 
produce real, positive legislative change on social 
justice, women's rights, economic inequality, 
climate change, and so many more desperately 
important progressive causes. As Director of 
Membership, I want to build on the work of my 
predecessors to grow our community in person 
and on social media to ultimately put more young 
voices in our local, state, and federal 
governments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mychal Voorhees for Director of Membership Engagement  
 
While I have only been a member of 
the Young Democrats for less than a 
year, I’ve been a passionate 
“democrat” for as long as I can 
remember. In 2nd grade I wrote to 
my teacher explaining why people 
should vote for Bill Clinton, and in 5th 
grade I started a student group to 
convince our parents to take 
recycling seriously. Fast forward 
fifteen years when I moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia after undergrad to 

work for former U.S. President Jimmy Carter in his press office where I 
learned to engage with publics across the political spectrum.  
I left my position with President Carter after a few years to pursue advanced 
training in communication at Tufts University which eventually led me back 
to St. Louis for my current position at Washington University’s School of 
Medicine. As a communication specialist in my professional life, I spend my 
days fostering relationships—something I believe I would do well for the St. 
Louis Young Democrats. In my personal life, I volunteer for Stray Rescue of 
St. Louis and serve as a board member for the Gateway Media Literacy 
Partnership. I am passionate about building community connections that 
strengthen the future of our city’s people (and dogs, too). The relationships 
we, as an organization, shape in the coming months will be crucial to 
winning seats in 2018 and fostering optimism for 2020.  
For these reasons, I am excited to be nominated for the St. Louis Young 
Democrat’s Director of Membership Engagement.  
 


