The following was submitted to the New York Times on December 3, 2012:
Dear New York Times,

We are a group of artists who drafted this letter, which has been signed by 1,318

people. It is important to emphasize that this letter is not intended as a personal attack on
Ken Johnson. We are not calling for his resignation or censure. While we express
frustrations that Mr. Johnson’s arguments lack rigor, his articles touch on important
issues in a necessary effort to understand troubling and persistent inequalities.

Many had written to the New York Times without response so we decided to write an
open letter, both to allow people who shared our concerns to express them, and to
encourage the New York Times to address them. We are simply asking the New

York Times for a considered, public response to Ken Johnson’s published pieces, for the
reasons we outline in the following letter.

Sincerely,

Colleen Asper
Anoka Farugee
Steve Locke
Dushko Petrovich
William Villalongo

Open Letter to The New York Times

The recent writing of art critic Ken Johnson troubles us. His October 25th review of “Now Dig
This! Art & Black Los Angeles 1960-1980” and his November 8th preview of “The Female
Gaze: Women Artists Making Their World,” present ill-informed arguments. Using irresponsible
generalities, Johnson compares women and African-American artists to white male artists, only
to find them lacking.

In his review of “Now Dig This!” Mr. Johnson starts with the claim that “Black artists didn't
invent assemblage.” Instead, he states that black artists appropriated the form from white artists
who developed it. Both these statements attack a straw man; no historian, artist or curator has
ever made a claim that anyone, black or white, “invented” assemblage. In fact, assemblage has
roots in many cultures and it is well documented that European and American Modernist artists
borrowed heavily from African art in their use of the form.

Mr. Johnson organizes his review around an oversimplified opposition between the apolitical,
“deracinated” work of white artists and the political, “parochial” work of black artists. He claims
that white European artists, such as those of Cubism, Surrealism and Dada, who “were as free as
anyone could be,” were only playfully messing around with aesthetic conventions. The aesthetic
play of assemblage “took on a different complexion,” to use Mr. Johnson’s unfortunate turn of
phrase, when black artists politicized the form. But he ignores both the extreme political unrest



in Europe at the time and the ideological motivations of these artistic movements. What was
Dada if not a response to the social psychosis and industrialized mass murder of WWI?

The article also ignores that the exhibition includes the work of both black and white American
artists to present a cross-pollination and commonality of ideas. All of these oversights have the
effect of distorting and dismissing the work of black artists in the exhibition, which according to
Johnson, “will divide viewers between those who, because of their life experiences, will identify
with the struggle for black empowerment, and others for whom the black experience remains
more a matter of conjecture.” Mr. Johnson’s argument hinges on this empathy gap of white
viewers as an explanation of “why so few black artists have been embraced by the predominantly
white high-end art world,” but he places the burden to transcend racial divisions on black artists,
not on white viewers. Of the thirty-two artists in the show, only David Hammons receives
praise—for making work “you don't have to be black to feel.”

Rather than engage the historical work in the exhibition, Mr. Johnson states that he prefers the
work of mostly contemporary black artists who have been widely validated, without
acknowledging the social progress over the last 50 years that might allow for the next generation
of artists to “complicate how we think about prejudice and stereotyping.”

Mr. Johnson frames “The Female Gaze: Women Artists Making Their World” in similar terms:
“The day that any woman earns the big bucks that men like Jeff Koons and Damien Hirst rake in
is still a long way off. Sexism is probably a good enough explanation for inequities in the market.
But might it also have something to do with the nature of the art that women tend to make?”” His
text brackets the real impact of sexism and leaves us only with an insinuating question. There is
no explanation of “the nature of the art that women tend to make.” The reader is only left with

the sense that women's art is a problem, somehow.

In both pieces, Mr. Johnson suggests that a marginalized groups’ lack of success is due to their
own failures and not those of the “predominantly white high-end art world.” In doing so, his
texts read as validations of stubborn inequities. Johnson replays stereotypes of inscrutable
blackness and inadequate femininity in the guise of serious inquiry, but that inquiry never
happens.

The writing in these articles is below the editorial standards typical of the New York Times. We
ask that the Times acknowledge and address this editorial lapse and the broader issues raised by
these texts.

Signed, [Blank spaces indicate persons whose names were submitted to the New York Times,
but who asked their names not be made public]

William Villalongo
Danny Simmons
Suguna Lorenzo
Duron Jackson
Dushan Petrovich
Steve Locke
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Gisela Silla
Leslie Dick
Nichole Hart
Maxe Crandall
Leah Flake
Person Ablach
Chuck Lathrop
Kelly Burden

Ulrike Mueller

A. Miller

Carrie Lorig
Andrea Bowers
Claudia Salamanca
Chon Noriega
Luanne Martineau
Tracy Middlebrook
Ania Loomba
Leah Van Loon
Drea Howenstein
Lorraine Molina
Tariq Thachil

Mia Lopez

Doron Langberg

Kathleen McHugh
Paige Sarlin
Ellen Feiss
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867.
868.
869.
870.
871.
872.
873.
874.
875.
876.
877.
878.
879.
880.
881.
882.
883.
884.
885.
886.
887.
888.
889.
890.
891.
892.
893.
894.
895.
896.
897.
898.
899.
900.
901.
902.
903.
904.
905.
906.
907.
908.
909.

Katie Montgomery
Idit Agam
Cassandra Carpenter
Brittany Newman
Arden Stern
Suzanne Fischer

Tal Beery

Sara Drake

Sandra Vivanco
Jeremy Matthew Glick
Joanne Lukitsh
Christie Kim

Caitlin Ryan

Rachel Silveri
Ameeth Vijay

J.R. Martin

Rebecca Steele
Stefan St-Laurent
Kaitlyn Kramer
David Roman

Meri Rose Ekberg
Eric Baus

Joseph Anthony Sannicandro
Matt Malooly
Alisdair MacRae
Joni Murphy
Salome Asega

Marissa H. Baker

Ken Ashton

Mark Anthony Neal
Etinosa Emokpae
Evan Nesbit
Tiffany Funk
Miriam Bird Greenberg
Artemisa Clark
Kay Westhues
Simone Kearney
Lillian Mauer
Georgina Jackson
Nicki Mccall

Anna So
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910.
911.
912.
913.
914.
915.
916.
917.
918.
919.
920.
921.
922.
923.
924.
925.
926.
927.
928.
929.
930.
931.
932.
933.
934.
935.
936.
937.
938.
939.
940.
941.
942.
943.
944.
945.
946.
947.
948.
949.
950.
951.
952.

Kimberly Reyes

Helen Hyunkyung Park
William Anderson
James Lee

Jairo Moreno
Michael Stickrod
Christopher Howard
Hank Thomas
Marina Cappelletto

L. Brown
GuiYoung Hwang
Janet Goleas
Dacia Mitchell

Judithe Hernandez
Tishan Hsu

Amanda Durant
Michael Bilsborough
Lori Guest

Emily Russo

Tammy Kernodle
Branden W. Joseph
Felicity Scott

Rita Gonzalez
Robert Lieber
Maureen Connor
Erica Redling
Susana Gallardo
Dorit Cypis

Wendy Ewald

Cole Robertson
Camille Z. Charles
Sally Mincher
Valerie Piraino

Amy Goldrich
Walter Scott

Caitlin Mei Lai Chan
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953.
954.
955.
956.
957.
958.
959.
960.
961.
962.
963.
964.
965.
966.
967.
968.
969.
970.
971.
972.
973.
974.
975.
976.
971.
978.
979.
980.
981.
982.
983.
984.
985.
986.
987.
988.
989.
990.
991.
992.
993.
994.
995.

Kassandra Derby
Jim Mendiola
Aylor Brown
Simone Fujita
John Chiara
Matt Martin

J. Gary Hadad
James Ford

Gina Martin
Phoebe Bachman
Stacey Leonard

Mishi Farugee
Kathryn Wakeman
Tempestt Hazel
Davarian L. Baldwin

Andrea Geyer
James Smethurst

Lynette Cintron
Tasha Hanna
Tiffany McFadden
Nora Laos

Carmen Landau
Nicole Porter
Fereshteh Toosi
Pascha Schmidt
Rodney McMillian
Indigo Som

Patty Tracey

Ellie Meek Tweedy
Raque Ford
Tamvana Makuluni
Elissa Papendick
Nancy Goldring
Laura Reeder

Dena Lake

Marc Handelman
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996.
997.
998.
999.

1000.
1001.
1002.
1003.
1004.
1005.
1006.
1007.
1008.
1009.
1010.
1011.
1012.
1013.
1014.
1015.
1016.
1017.
1018.
1019.
1020.
1021.
1022.
1023.
1024.
1025.
1026.
1027.
1028.
1029.
1030.
1031.
1032.
1033.
1034.
1035.
1036.
1037.
1038.

Ana Serrano

Chris Moffett
Kate Solis
Barbara Feldman
Elisabeth Smith
Molly Roth

Lara Weibgen
Sylvia Brallier
Talia Sukol
Jaclyn Touchstone
Samantha Baskind
Ruby Chishti
Amanda Boston

Catherine Craft
Allison Glenn

Annie Heckman
Luka Rayski
Jacqueline Terrassa
Frank Meuschke
Megan Alvarado Saggese
Jeanne Dunn

Kevin Beasley

Abe Louise Young
Spencer Hutchinson
Renee Van Halm
Carrie Gundersdorf
Casey Llewellyn
Bridget R. Cooks
Lydia Ruby
Vargas-Suarez Universal
Duriel Harris

Ariel Lauren Pittman
Dana Duff

Yanira Cartagena
Michelle Cho

Nancy Popp

Megan Bigelow
Sheila Pinkel

M. Kosugi
Robert-John Hinojosa
Craig Harshaw

Nensi Brailo
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1039.
1040.
1041.
1042.
1043.
1044.
1045.
1046.
1047.
1048.
1049.
1050.
1051.
1052.
1053.
1054.
1055.
1056.
1057.
1058.
1059.
1060.
1061.
1062.
1063.
1064.
1065.
1066.
1067.
1068.
1069.
1070.
1071.
1072.
1073.
1074.
1075.
1076.
1077.
1078.
1079.
1080.
1081.

Tania Bruguera
Linda Garber
Kerin Rigney
Brian Patchett
Ryan Holmes
Shelly Bancroft
Melody Bates
Prerana Reddy
Terence Trouillot
Jennifer Gerow
Rose D'Amora
Michael Gaillard
Jesse Aron Green

Maria Elena Gonzalez

Shanti Grumbine
Jose Muchaypina
Sarah Griffin
Laylah Ali

Alex Klein
Jeannine Tang
Lesley Ma

Cate Newsom
Victoria Solan
Luis Camnitzer
Natessa Amin
Poulomi Saha
Adam Matlock
Maree Emberton

Clarence Talley, Sr.

David Drogin
Jamie Mirabella
Celia A. Calvo
Erin Siodmak
Tameka Norris
T. Wheeler Castillo
Kevin Horton
Zoe Nelson
Craig Barton
Kia Williams
Meg Henson
Candice Hopkins
Susannah Schoff
Eungie Joo
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1082.
1083.
1084.
1085.
1086.
1087.
1088.
1089.
1090.
1091.
1092.
1093.
1094.
1095.
1096.
1097.
1098.
1099.
1100.
1101.
1102.
1103.
1104.
1105.
1106.
1107.
1108.
1109.
1110.
1111.
1112.
1113.
1114.
1115.
1116.
1117.
1118.
1119.
1120.
1121.
1122.
1123.
1124.

C. Ondine Chavoya
Merion Estes

Aaqil Ka

Mensa Kondo
Stephanie Lai
Sarah Fleming

Defne Tutus
Alexis Pauline Gumbs

Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

John Corso

Janie Tijerina

Molly A. Woolsey
Gregory A. Butler
A. Suparak

Sadia Shirazi

Jenna Weiss

John Muse

Duane Deterville
Chloé Dietz

W. Keith Brown
Adeeba Deterville
Sara Krajewski
Michael Young
Karlynne Ejercito
Isobel Crittenden
Diana Carr

Suzanne Szucs
Anjana Mebane-Cruz
Dan Zanes

Patrick Earl Hammie
Mana Tahaie

Sean Cazzell

Alicia Chester

Neil Rivas
Francesco Spampinato
Valborg Fletre Linn

Cinque Hicks
Cauleen Smith
Erin Dziedzic
Octavio Zaya
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1125.
1126.
1127.
1128.
1129.
1130.
1131.
1132.
1133.
1134.
1135.
1136.
1137.
1138.
1139.
1140.
1141.
1142.
1143.
1144.
1145.
1146.
1147.
1148.
1149.
1150.
1151.
1152.
1153.
1154.
1155.
1156.
1157.
1158.
1159.
1160.
1161.
1162.
1163.
1164.
1165.
1166.
1167.

Jessica Hamlin
Anna-Liisa Breit
Patrick Killoran

Stephanie Maher
Elizabeth Alexander
Micol Hebron

Laura Lee Brady
Kalila Jackson-Spieker

Erik Schnabel
Julia Kim Smith
Yona Backer
Victoria Timpo

Othen Rod
Andrea Schwartz-Feit

Huma Ahmad

M. Palaima
Amanda Gilvin
Ryan Widger
Diana Rosenthuh
Maxine Mcfadzean
Carolyn Parks
Judith Pratt
Katerina Seligmann
Raymond Ferreira

Doris Sadler Davis
Drew Snyder

Sean Power

Diana Rico

Marian Feinberg
Jill Conner

Marilyn Richardson
Arnease Diggs Bradford
Noam Elcott

Shaye Porter

Amy L. Brown
Marjorie Vecchio
Larry Murray



1168.
1169.
1170.
1171.
1172.
1173.
1174.
1175.
1176.
1177.
1178.
1179.
1180.
1181.
1182.
1183.
1184.
1185.
1186.
1187.
1188.
1189.
1190.
1191.
1192.
1193.
1194.
1195.
1196.
1197.
1198.
1199.
1200.
1201.
1202.
1203.
1204.
1205.
1206.
1207.
1208.
1209.
1210.

Simone Montemurno
Olubukola Gbadegesin
Nefertiti Austin
Yvonne Robinson
Karen Kerr

Judith Wilson-Pates
Jen Schwarting
Marie T. Cochran
Roberto J Mercsdo
Jimmi Stone

Gil Johnson

Steve Archer

Warren Neidich
Betsy Carson
Matthew Shelton
Andrea McGinty
Lorna Simpson
Samuel Kelton Roberts
Galelyn Williams
Ryan Lord

Coda Wei

Nicole Reiner
Marilyn Wann

Kalup Linzy

Liza Fuentes

Trista Baldwin
Juliana Monachesi
Shahrazad A. Shareef
W. Keith Brown
Taraneh Fazeli
Jonathan Thomas
Juliet Jacobson
Sylvia Page
Yashna Maya Padamsee
Elise Dodeles

Mindy Nierenberg
Vivian Crockett

Jess Wilcox

Fiona Templeton
Bernard Klevickas
Jennifer Savran Kelly
Adejoke Tugbiyele
Allison Bolah
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1211. Rebecca Keller

1212. Liz Locke

1213. Gilda Snowden
1214. Merion Estes

1215. Saritha Clements
1216. Christopher J. Sedita
1217. Emily Vey Duke
1218. Penelope Umbrico
1219. Jennifer Wicke
1220. Elise Gardella

1221. Bonnie Jones

1222. Jennifer S. Anderson
1223. Daleb Davis

1224. Lano Williams

1225. Cooper Battersby
1226. Frank Veteran

1227. Kate Linker

1228. Ursula Kammer-Fox
1229. Malik Gaines

1230. Nora Chavooshian
1231. Tara D. Kelley

1232. Samantha Netzley
1233. David Kelley

1234. Michelle Handelman
1235. John Keene

1236. Joan Vaupen

1237. Nicole Marroquin
1238. Janet Burchill

1239. Vali Shakir Saleh
1240. Ben Rodin

1241. Virginia Fabbri Butera
1242. Danielle Wogulis
1243. Herb Tam

1244. Adam j Greteman
1245. Nikki Whiteley
1246. Justin Cole

1247. Jennifer Jordan
1248. Colleen O'Connor
1249. Marco de la Vega
1250.

1251. Paul D. Miller aka Dj Spooky
1252. Dawn Cerny

1253. Jessica Lott



1254.
1255.
1256.
1257.
1258.
1259.
1260.
1261.
1262.
1263.
1264.
1265.
1266.
1267.
1268.
1269.
1270.
1271.
1272.
1273.
1274.
1275.
1276.
1277.
1278.
1279.
1280.
1281.
1282.
1283.
1284.
1285.
1286.
1287.
1288.
1289.
1290.
1291.
1292.
1293.
1294.
1295.
1296.

Gretchen Bennett
Stephen Zielke
Rebecca Matalon
Kayhan Irani
August Ankum

Jen Budney

Naeem Mohaiemen
Jan Martin

Shaw Osha

Cecile Chong
Laurie Kang
Courtney J Martin
Jean Shepard

Av Linton

Corynn Foster
Danielle Snoddy Brown
Lindsay Charlwood
Diana Sencherey
Derek Conrad Murray
Douglas Kent Walla
Javier Chavira

Amanda Adams-Louis
Elisa Gonzalez

Tracy McMullen
Marilyn Lerner

Noel Blair

Elka Krajewska
Christian Scheidemann
Eboni S. Gates
Claude Swain

Emma S. Hazen
Christine Heindl
Neylan Bagcioglu

Jilian Clearman
Amber Robles Gordon
Angelika Hild

Barbara Thomas
Harrison Haynes
Laura Myhr
Soraya Murray
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1297.
1298.
1299.
1300.
1301.
1302.
1303.
1304.
1305.
1306.
1307.
1308.
1309.
1310.
1311.
1312.
1313.
1314.
1315.
1316.
1317.
1318.

Tim Saltarelli
Mihaela Aavu
Vivian Brodie
Michael Hanson
Wesley Collett-Taylor
Simon Banderob
Tamara Brown
Kostia Arlouski
Heather Monasky
Craig Drennan
Paige Campbell
Kathryn Eddy
Dawn Givens

Eve Meltzer
Antone Konst
Lindsay Washington
Katherine Woolton
Marco DiDomenico
Gideo Bok
Christian Hawkey
Emma Dillon
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