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 I. We Were Chosen by God 

 II.  God Was Chosen by Us 

 III. How Both Are True    
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Chosen By God 
A. God is Before All Things   

B.  God Created All Things 

C.  God Upholds All Things 

D.  God is Above All Things 

E.   God Knows All Things 

F.  God Can Do All Things  

G.  God Controls All Things  



God is Before All Things 

 “In the beginning God….” (Gen. 1:1). 

 

 “He is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together” (Col. 1:17)   
  



God Created All Things 

  “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 

 

 “Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has 

been made (Jn. 1:3).    



God Upholds All Things 
 

 “The Son is...sustaining all things by his 
powerful word” (Heb. 1:3).  

 “And he [Christ] is before all things, and 
by him all things consist [=are held 
together]” (Col. 1:17).  

 “...for you created all things, and by 
your will they were created and have 
their being” (Rev. 4:11).    

 

 

 



God is Above All Things 
 

 There is “...one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in 
all” (Eph. 4:6).  

 “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
let your glory be over all the earth” 
(Psa. 57:5). 

 “For you, O Lord, are the Most High 
over all the earth; you are exalted 
above all gods” (Psa. 97:9).  

 

 

 

 



God Knows All Things  

 “Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
his understanding has no limit” (Psa. 
147:5).  

 “I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come” (Isa. 46:10-11). 

 “Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in his sight: but all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 
4:13).  

   

 

 



God Can Do All Things 

 “My purpose will stand,  and I will do all 
that I please...What I have said, that 
will I bring about; what I have planned, 
that will I do” (Isa. 46:11).   

 “I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. 
Is anything too hard for me?” (Jer. 
32:27). 

 “They did what your power and will had 
decided beforehand should happen” 
(Acts 4:28).  

 



God Controls All Things 

 “I know that you can do all things; no plan of 
yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2).   

 “He does as he pleases with the powers of 
heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one 
can hold back his hand or say to him: “What 
have you done?” (Dan. 4:35).  

 “Being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11): 



God Controls All Things 
 

This Means That… 

 ---God Governs the Universe;  

 ---God Rules the Universe; 

 ---God is in Charge of Everything 

    =God is Sovereign!  
 

 

 



God Controls All Things 
 

God Controls All Rulers: 

 “The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
LORD; he directs it like a watercourse 
wherever he pleases” (Prov. 21:1).    

 ”The Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men and gives them to 
anyone he wishes and sets over them 
the lowliest of men” (Dan. 4:17). 

 

 



God Controls All Things 
 

God Controls All Good Angels: 
– They are summoned to His throne--  

– “There was a day [appointed] when the sons 
of God [angels] came before His  throne” (Job 
1:6 cf. 2:1).  
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God Controls All Good Angels: 
– They are summoned to His throne--  

– “There was a day [appointed] when the sons 
of God [angels] came before His  throne” (Job 
1:6 cf. 2:1).  

– They constantly chant His praises-- 

– “Day and night they never stop saying: Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, 
and is, and is to come’” (Rev. 4:8). 



God Controls All Things 
 

 God Controls All Evil Angels: 

– They All Take Orders from His Throne--“I saw the 
Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of 
heaven standing by…. And the Lord said ‘Who will 
persuade Ahab…?’ Then a spirit came forward and 
stood before the Lord, and said, `...I will go out 
and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets.  And He [God] said….`Go out and do 
so’” (1Kgs. 22:19-22).  



God Controls All Things 
 

 God Controls All Evil Angels: 

– They All Take Orders from His Throne--“I saw the 
Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of 
heaven standing by…. And the Lord said ‘Who will 
persuade Ahab…?’ Then a spirit came forward and 
stood before the Lord, and said, `...I will go out 
and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets.  And He [God] said….`Go out and do 
so’” (1Kgs. 22:19-22).  

– They Will All Bow Before His Throne-- “...that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth…” (Phil. 2:10).    



God Controls All Things 
 

 God Controls All Human Choices: 

 “Children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” (Jn. 
1:13).  

 “And all who were appointed for eternal life 
believed” (Acts 13:48).   

 “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or 
effort, but on God’s mercy….Therefore God has 
mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he 
hardens whom he wants to harden” (Rom. 9:16-18).  

 



We Are Chosen By God 
 

But Are We Free? 



Chosen But Free 

 I. Freedom before the Fall 

 II.  Freedom after the Fall  
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Chosen But Free 

 I. Freedom Before the Fall 

–A.  Who Had It? 

–B.  What Is It? 

–C.  Why Did They Do It?   
  



Chosen But Free 
 I. Freedom Before the Fall 

–A.  Who Had It?  Answer: Angels 
 “He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 

conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil” 
(1Tim 3:6).  

 “And the angels who did not keep their positions of 
authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept 
in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on 
the great Day” (Jude 6).  

 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent 
them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held 

for judgment” (2Peter 2:4).  



Chosen But Free 
 I. Freedom Before the Fall 

–A.  Who Had It?  Answer: Adam & Eve 

  “Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the 

time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking 
a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to 
come.... For if the many died by the trespass of the one 
man.... Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one 
man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought 
condemnation.... For if, by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man.…Consequently, just as 
the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men.... 
For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners...” (Romans 5:13-19). 

 



Chosen But Free 

 I. Freedom Before the Fall 

–A.  Who Had It? 

–B.  What Is It? 



What is Free Choice? 

A.  What it is not: 
1.  It is not doing what we desire. 

   a.  We often decide what we don’t desire. 

   b.  We also desire what we don’t decide. 



What is Free Choice? 

A.  What it is not: 
1.  It is not doing what we desire. 

   a.  We often decide what we don’t desire. 

   b.  We also desire what we don’t decide. 

Paul wrote:  

“I do not understand what I do. For what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I 
do” (Rom. 7:15-16).  

 



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

2.  It is not doing what we are compelled. 

   a.  What is compelled is not free (acting  
  at gun point). 

   b.  What is free is not compelled. 

 



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

2.  It is not doing what we are compelled. 

   a.  What is compelled is not free. 

   b.  What is free is not compelled. 

Paul said: “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under 

your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be” 
(1Pet. 5:2).  

 “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2Cor. 9:7).  

 



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

3.  Not what the Devil made me do. 
 

 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7).  

 “No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 
out so that you can stand up under it” (1Cor. 

10:13).   



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

 



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

3.  Not what God made me do. 

  “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting 

me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his 
own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed’” (Jas.  
1:13-14).  



What is Free Choice? 
A.  What it is not: 

3.  Not what God made me do. 

  “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting 

me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his 
own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed’” (Jas.  

1:13-14).    
 What caused Lucifer to sin?                                                     

 Not his perfect environment or nature!  

        Not God!  

        The buck stops with Lucifer. 

 



What is Free Choice? 

A.  What it is not: 
3.  Not what God made me do. 

  “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting 

me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his 
own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed’” (Jas. 
1:13-14).  

 “Your eyes [O God] are too pure to look on evil: you 
cannot tolerate wrong” (Hab. 1:13).     

 

   
 

 

 



What is Free Choice? 
 B.  What a Free Choice is: 

– 1.  An act without compulsion. 
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What is Free Choice? 
 B.  What a Free Choice is: 

– 1.  An act without compulsion. 

– 2.  An act without coercion. 

– 3.  An act with an alternative. 

– 4.  An act that is not: 

 a.  Caused by another--or else they are  
 responsible for it, not you; 
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 B.  What a Free Choice is: 

– 1.  An act without compulsion. 

– 2.  An act without coercion. 

– 3.  An act with an alternative. 

– 4.  An act that is not: 

 a.  Caused by another--or else they are  
 responsible for it, not you; 

 b.  Uncaused--since every act has a    
 cause;  



What is Free Choice? 
 B.  What a Free Choice is: 

– 1.  An act without compulsion. 

– 2.  An act without coercion. 

– 3.  An act with an alternative. 

– 4.  An act that is not: 

 a.  Caused by another--or else they are  
 responsible for it, not you; 

 b.  Uncaused--since every act has a    
 cause;  

 b.  But is self-caused (caused by myself) 



What is Free Choice? 

 A.  What it is not 

 B.  What it is 

 C.  Why we know we are free:    
 

 

 



What is Free Choice? 

 A.  What it is not 

 B.  What it is 

 C.  Why we know we are free: 

– 1.  Otherwise rewards make no sense. 
 

 



What is Free Choice? 
 A.  What it is not 

 B.  What it is 

 C.  Why we know we are free: 

– 1.  Otherwise rewards make no sense. 

– 2.  Otherwise punishment makes no sense. 
 

 



What is Free Choice? 
 A.  What it is not 

 B.  What it is 

 C.  Why we know we are free: 

– 1.  Otherwise rewards make no sense. 

– 2.  Otherwise punishment makes no sense. 

– 3.  Otherwise commands (“oughts”) make  
    no sense (because ought implies can). 

 

 



What is Free Choice? 
 A.  What it is not 

 B.  What it is 

 C.  Why we know we are free: 

– 1.  Otherwise rewards make no sense. 

– 2.  Otherwise punishment makes no sense. 

– 3.  Otherwise commands (“oughts”) make  
    no sense (because ought implies can). 

– 4.  Everything can’t be determined--because  
    it is self-defeating to claim: 

 a.  Everyone ought to accept determinism. 

 b.  For “ought” implies we are free to do so.    
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I. Freedom Before the Fall  

II. Freedom After the Fall 



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 
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II. Freedom After the Fall 
–A.  What we did not lose 

–  1. The image of God 

–       2. Moral responsibility  

    3. Ability to understand 

    4. Ability to believe  



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–  1. The image of God 
 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall 

his blood be shed; for in the image of God  has 
God made man” (Gen. 9:6).   

 “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse men, who have been made 
in God’s likeness” (Jas. 3:9).  

–Note: God’s image is effaced but not 
erased by the Fall 



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–  1. The image of God 

–       2. Moral responsibility  
 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature— 
have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse” (Rom. 1:19-20).   

 

     



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–  1. The image of God 

–       2. Moral responsibility  

      3. The Ability to understand 

 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature— 
have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse” (Rom. 1:19-20).   

 

     



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–  4. Ability to believe  

–The Bible calls on all to believe: 
 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and 

your household” (Acts 16:31).” 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). 

  “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because he 
has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” 
(Jn. 3:18). 



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–B. What we did lose  

1.  Spiritual life 

2.  A relationship with God 

3.  Ability to initiate salvation 

4.  Ability to attain salvation   



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–A.  What we did not lose 

–B. What we did lose  
1.  Spiritual life  
 “As for you, you were dead in your 

transgressions and sins,…God who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 
you have been saved” (Eph. 2:1-5).  

 



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–B. What we did lose  

1.  Spiritual life 

2.  A relationship with God 
 “Remember that at that time you were 

separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship 
in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the 
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far away have been brought near 
through the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:12-13).   

 

 



II. Freedom After the Fall 

–B. What we did lose  

1.  Spiritual life 

2.  A relationship with God 

3.  Ability to initiate salvation 
 “There is no one who seeks God. They have all 

gone out of the way” (Rom. 3:11-12).  

 “We love [Him] because he first loved us” (1Jn.    
4:19). 

  “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or 

effort, but on God’s mercy” (Rom. 9:16).  



II. Freedom After the Fall 
–B. What we did lose  

1.  Spiritual life 

2.  A relationship with God 

3.  Ability to initiate salvation 

4.  Ability to attain salvation 
 “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy” (Titus 3:5). 

 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not of works lest anyone should boast (Eph. 2:-8-
9). 



God’s Part and Our Part 

God’s Part 
 

Our Part 
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 Receive Salvation 
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 Receive Salvation 

 Acknowledge Salvation 

  Accept Salvation 



God’s Part and Our Part 

God’s Part 
 Give Salvation 

 Accomplish Salvation 

 Offer Salvation 

 

 The Giver gets credit 
for the gift, not the 
receiver 

Our Part 
 Receive Salvation 

 Acknowledge 

  Accept Salvation 

 

 “Yet to all who received 
him, to those who 
believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become 
children of God” (Jn. 
1:12).  



Answering Tough Questions 
 Question1: How can dead people believe? 

 Answer:   

 1.  Adam did (Gen. 3:15, 20). 

 2.  The prodigal son did (Lk. 15:24).  

 3.  Jesus implied they could (Jn. 3:16-18). 

 4.  They still have the image of God (Jas. 3:9). 

 5.  “Dead” does not mean annihilation but    
 separation (Rev. 20:14) and without spiritual    
 life, not without a mind or will. 



Answering Tough Questions 

 Question2: How can the fallen mind understand? 

 Answer:   

 1.  It can perceive the truth (Rom. 1:19). 

 2.  It does not want to receive the truth (1Cor.     
 2:14). 

 3.  The basic problem is in the will, not the mind 

     (Rom. 1:18). 



Answering Tough Questions 

 Question3: How can salvation come from our will? 

 Answer:  It doesn’t 

 1.  It comes from God’s will (Jn. 1:13)--the Source. 

 



Answering Tough Questions 

 Question3: How can salvation come from our will? 

 Answer:  It doesn’t-- 

 1.  It comes from God’s will (Jn. 1:13)--the Source. 

 2.  But It comes through our will --the means 

      “You are saved by Grace, through faith” (Eph.   
2:8) 



Answering Tough Questions 
 Question4: If it depends on our faith, then isn’t  

–      this a kind of “works” which can save us? 

 Answer:  No, faith is not works but the opposite. 

– 1.  Faith and works are opposed in Ephesians 2:8-9: 

–      “For by grace you have been saved, through faith,           
    and that not of yourselves…, not of works, lest anyone    
    should boast.” 



Answering Tough Questions 
   Question4: If it depends on our faith, then isn’t  

–      this a kind of “works” which can save us? 

   Answer:  No, faith is not works but the opposite. 

– 1.  Faith and works are opposed in Ephesians 2:8-9: 

–      “For by grace you have been saved, through faith,           
    and that not of yourselves…, not of works, lest anyone should 
    boast.” 

– 2.  Faith is not a work for salvation but an admission that one     
    cannot work for it (Rom. 4:5): “But to him who does not       
    work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
    is counted for righteousness.” 



For More Information 

Classes: wwwVeritasSeminary.com 
Books: www.BastionBooks.com 

 


