
Chosen But Free 

I. Christ Chose Us 

II. We Chose Christ 

III. How Both Are True ?  

   



Three Basic Views 

1. God predestined us, and we are not free. 

2. We are free, and God did not predestine 

us.  

3.  God predestined us, and we are free. 



How Both Can Be True? 
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The Bible Affirms Both 
Predestination & Free Choice 

I.  Christ’s Crucifiers were Both: 

Acts 2:23: “This man was handed over 
to you by God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge [predetermined]; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death [freely] by nailing him to 
the cross.”  

 

 

 



II. The Cross of Christ was Both: 

Rev. 13:8--Christ is “...the lamb 
slain from the foundation of 
the world” [predetermined]  

John 10:17-18--“I lay down my life—
only to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord” [freely].    



III. Christ’s Rejection was Both: 

1Peter 2:8: “`A stone that causes 
men to stumble and a rock that 
makes them fall.’ They stumble 
because they disobey the message 
[freely]--which is also what they 
were destined for” [predetermined]. 

 



IV.  Christ’s Rejecters were Both: 

 Acts 4:27-28: “Indeed Herod and 
Pontius Pilate met together with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel in 
this city to conspire against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 
They did [freely] what your power and 
will [O God] had decided beforehand 
should happen” [predetermined]. 

 

 



 

 

V. Jesus’ Betrayal was Both:  

Luke 22:22: “The Son of Man will go 
as it has been decreed 
[predetermined], but woe to that 
man who betrays him” [freely]. 



 VI. Joseph’s Enslavement was Both: 
Genesis 50:20: “You intended to harm 
me [freely], but God intended it for good 
[predetermined] to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many 

lives.”  



 

VII. Salvation is Both:  

Acts 13:48: “When the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad and 
honored the word of the Lord; and 
all who were appointed for eternal 
life believed” [predetermined].  

Acts 14:1: They “...so spoke 
[persuasively] that a great 
multitude...[freely] believed.” 

 

 



 

VIII. Condemnation of lost is Both:  

Jude 1:4:  “For certain men whose 
condemnation was written about long 
ago [predetermined] have secretly 
slipped in [freely] among you.”    



IX.  The fate of the passengers was 
both:  

Acts 27:22: “But now I urge you to keep 
up your courage, because not one of 
you will be lost; [predetermined] only 
the ship will be destroyed.”  Yet--  

Acts 27:31: “Paul said to the centurion 
and the soldiers, unless these men stay 
with the ship [freely], you cannot be 
saved.” 



How Both Can Be True 

  I.  Biblically 

    A. The Bible affirms both. 

  B. The Bible has no contradictions. 
“Avoid…contradictions of what is    
falsely called knowledge” (1Tim. 6:20 
ESV). 

“He cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). 

  C.  Hence, both are true. 
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How Both Can Be True 

I.  Biblically 

II.  Logically: No Contradiction 
A.  God knows for sure that John will be   

     saved=is predetermined. 

B.  John chose to be saved=is free. 

    So, God knew for sure (=determined) 

    that John would freely believe (=is free). 

    Both are true!  
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How Both Can Be True 
II.  Logically: No Contradiction 

A.  Opposites cannot both be true:       
    1. at the same time, and-- 

      2. in the same relationship. 

B.  But the relationship is different. 

   1. In relation to God, it is determined. 

    2. In relation to our choice, it is not           

  determined.   
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How Both Can Be True 
II.  Logically: No Contradiction 

  A.  God knows everything, even the future (=true). 

  B.  God can’t be wrong about anything (=true). 

  C.  God knew Judas would betray Christ (=true). 

  D.  Therefore, Judas must betray Christ (=true). 

        1.  Otherwise God would be wrong. 

    2.  And God cannot be wrong. 

E.  Hence, Judas is not free (=false) 

  God simply knew for sure           

(=predetermined) that Judas would   
choose (=freely) to betray Christ. 



Indeed, this is What the Bible Says 

     “Woe to the world because of its 
stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable 
that stumbling blocks come 
[=predetermined]; but woe to that 
man through whom the stumbling 
block [freely] comes!” 
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How Both Can Be True 
 II.  Logically: Illustrations 

   A.  Video Tape of a Football Game 

  1.  The taped game is determined 

a.  It will always replay the same. 

b.  It will never change 

  2.  But every play was freely chosen. 

  3.  Hence, every free action in the game                     
 is also determined. 

Note: God looks ahead with even greater  

certainty than we look back (Isa. 46:10). 



 

B. Suppose a Man is Looking Out a Tunnel 



 

Suppose a Train is Going By 



 

        A Man on Top Looking Down 

 Can See the Whole Train at One Time 



 

 But the Man Looking Out the Tunnel 

     Can See only One Car at a Time  

       As the Train of Time Moves On, 

We Can See Only One Moment at a Time   



 

  But God Standing Above Time 

Can See Every Moment at the Same Time 



 

God Sees the Whole Train of Time 



How Both Can Be True 
 II.  Logically: Illustrations 

A.  Video Tape of Football Game 

B.  The Man in the tunnel 

C.  A Romance Novel 



How Both Can Be True 
 II.  Logically: Illustrations 

A.  Video Tape of Football Game 

B.  The Man in the tunnel 

C.  A Romance Novel 

1.  Two persons freely fall in love. 

2.  They freely chose to marry, etc. 



How Both Can Be True 
 II.  Logically: Illustrations 

A.  Video Tape of Football Game 

B.  A Romance Novel 

1. Two persons freely fall in love. 

2. They freely chose to marry, etc. 

3. Yet, the author determined every event         
in advance when the story was written. 



How Both Can Be True 
 II.  Logically: Illustrations 

A.  Video Tape of Football Game 

B.  The Man in the Tunnel 

C.  A Romance Novel 

1. Two persons freely fall in love. 

2. They freely chose to marry, etc. 

3. Yet, the author determined every event     
in advance when the story was written. 

Likewise, God wrote history in advance,  

but He decided that the players would  

be free.  He didn’t write about robots. 



God knows “the end from the beginning” –Isa. 46:10 
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1.  Outside: “Whosoever will may enter.” 

     A. Christ died for everyone 

    “God so loved the world [not just elect]…” (Jn. 3:16). 

    “He Himself is the propitiation [satisfaction] for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for those of the 
whole world” (1 Jn. 2:2 cf. 15-17).  

    “[Christ] died for all, therefore all died” (2 Cor. 5:14). 

    “For then as through the transgression there resulted 
condemnation to all men, even so through one act of 
righteousness, there resulted justification of life to all 
men.” 

    “…[He] gave himself as a ransom for all” (I Tim. 2:6). 

    The lost were “denying the Master who bought 
them” (2 Peter. 2:1). 

 



1.  Outside: “Whosoever will may enter.” 

 A.  Christ died for everyone 

B.  God’s wants everyone to be saved. 

“The Lord…is patient toward you, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 

“…God our savior… desires all men to be saved and 
come to repentance” (1 Tim. 2:3-4). 

“How often I wanted to gather your children 
together the way a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, but you were not willing” (Mt.23:37). 



1.  Outside: “Whosoever will may enter.” 

 A.  Christ died for everyone 

B.  God’s wants everyone to be saved. 

C.  Only the unwilling are lost. 

 1. Those who do not have “repentance” (2 
 Peter 3:9). 

    2. Those who are “not willing” (Mt. 23:37). 

    3. Those who have “not believed” (Jn. 3:18).      
” He who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.”  



“Thy Will be Done” 
  “There are only two kinds 

of people in the end: those 
who say to God, ‘Thy will 
be done,’ and those to 
whom God says, in the 
end. `Thy will be done.’  
All that are in Hell, chose 
it.  Without that self-choice 
there could be no Hell”  
(C. S. Lewis, The Great 
Divorce, 69). 



Illustration: The Farmer  
and the Drowning Boys 



Should the Farmer Rescue Them? 
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Should the Farmer Rescue Them? 

1.  No—justice demands that all deserve to die.  

So, He can allow all of them to drown (Strong 

Calvinist view of what God could have done). 

2.  No—He has no obligation to rescue any, but 

out of shear mercy he can rescue anyone he 

choose to rescue (Strong Calvinist view of what 

God did do). 

3.  Yes—Even though they all deserved to die, 

God attempts to rescue all of them since his love 

demands it .  Nonetheless, some refuse His help 

and are lost (balanced biblical view). 
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If God Loves All, Why Aren’t All Saved? 

  “When one says, “All will be 
saved,’ my reason retorts, 
“Without their will, or with 
it?’  If I say, ‘Without their 
will,” I at once perceive a 
contradiction; how can the 
supreme voluntary act of 
self-surrender be 
involuntary?  If I say, “With 
their will,” my reason 
replies, ‘How, if they will 
not give in?’” (The Problem 
of Pain, 106-107 
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A.  Inside & Outside the Gate of Heaven 

1.  Outside: “Whosoever will may enter.” 



 Whosoever Will May Enter 



How Both Can Be True 

III.  Practically 

A.  Inside & Outside the Gate of Heaven 

1.  Outside: “Whosoever will may enter.” 

2.  Inside: “I chose you.” 



 
I Chose You before the World Began 



2.  Inside: “I chose you.” 

 ”He [God] chose us in Him [Christ] before the 
foundation of the world…” (Eph. 1:4). 

“You did not chose me [Jesus], but I chose 
you…” (Jn. 15:16).  

“We have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestinated according to his 
purpose…” (Eph. 1:11). 

“For whom He foreknew he also predestined…” 
(Rom. 8:29).  

“Without me you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5). 



How the Two Choices Relate 

1. We love Him because He first loved us (1 
Jn. 4:19). 

2. We seek Him because He first sought us 
(Rom. 3:11 cf. Heb. 11:6). 

3. We choose Him because He first chose us. 

Illustration:  A man who chooses to marry. 

1. He chose to marry rather than not to marry. 

2. He chose to marry one that he knew would 
choose to accept his proposal rather than one 
he knew would not (cf. “elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God” (1 Pet. 1:2).  But he 
chose her first! 



Is Not Our Choice Meritorious? 

Problem: If we are saved because we chose 
to receive Christ, then should we not be 
credited with our salvation? 

Response:   

   The receiver does not get credit for the gift, 
but only the Giver does.   



Consider this Story 
      “A rich man bestows on a poor and 

famished beggar, alms by which he may be 
able to maintain himself and his family.  Does 
it cease to be a pure gift, because the beggar 
extends his hand to receive it? 



Consider this Story 
      “A rich man bestows on a poor and 

famished beggar, alms by which he may be 
able to maintain himself and his family.  Does 
it cease to be a pure gift, because the beggar 
extends his hand to receive it?   

      Can it be said with propriety, that ‘the alms 
depend partly on the liberality of the Donor, 
and partly on the liberty of the Receiver?’... 
How much less can they be made about the 
gift of faith, for the receiving of which far 
more acts of Divine Grace are required?” (The 
Writings of Arminius, 2.52, art. 27). 
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How Both Can Be True 
III.  Practically 

A.  Inside & Outside the Door of Heaven 

B.  God’s Knowledge vs. Our Knowledge 

1.  God knows what will happen—so, the    
 future is closed for Him. 

2.  We don’t know what will happen—so,
 future is open for us. Therefore, -- 

a.  Our prayers do count (Josh 10; 1 Kgs. 18). 

b.  Our actions make a difference. 

God simply knows in advance what we 
will freely do and preplanned 
accordingly. 
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How Both Can Be True 
III.  Practically  

God predetermines in accord with His 
foreknowledge of our free choices: 

Rom. 8:29: ”For those God foreknew he also 
predestined….” 

1Peter 1:2: “..who have been chosen according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father.…” 

Note:  God knows what He chooses, and He 
chooses what he knows. They are co-ordinate   
acts in God.  He knowingly chooses, and He 
choosingly knows those who will be saved. 

 

 
 



How Both Can Be True 
III.  Practically  

God predetermines in accord with 
His foreknowledge of our free 
choices (not based on them): 

Rom. 8:29: ”For those God foreknew he also 
predestined….” 

1Peter 1:2: “..who have been chosen according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father.…” 

In brief, they were “Chosen but Free”! 

 

 
 



Did You Cause this Because You 
Foresaw it? 
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An Illustration: Mother and Sick Child 

   1.  Knowing in advance that the fevered child  

    will awaken in the night, she places water  
    and aspirin by the bedside. 

2.  But she waits for the child to cry out to her  
    before she responds. 

3.  God does the same for us. 

God said: “It shall come to pass that before  

they call, I will answer” (Isa. 65:24).  

Note: God acts proactively, no reactively. 

 



 Whosoever Will May Enter 



 
I Chose You before the World Began 



For More Details, Read-- 



For Books and DVDs 
 

www.InternationalLegacy.org 
www.BastionBooks.com 

http://www.internationallegacy.org/

