
Vietnam Pepper Exported to New York

Roots of Peace Gala and Auction Raises Funds for 
Vietnam

CrowdRise Campaign to Launch October 
27-December 5th with Matching Funds 
from the Skoll Foundation

Many thanks to long committed donors Charlie and Barbara Goodman for hosting the 

Shifting Gears Rally and Gala in October. This event, which featured two days of driving 

through Sonoma and Marin Counties and culminating in a gala and auction at their private 

car collection in Marin, was a big success raising funds and awareness for the work of Roots 

of Peace in Vietnam.  The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement through the State 

Department will be matching all funds raised at the event. Roots of Peace will expand its 

work to remove UXOs and other remnants of war in Vietnam, and continue to turn ‘Mines to 

VineVines’ for thousands of the poor farmers in throughout the country.

The Roots of Peace SHADE Program in Vietnam is working with over 2,000 farmers in 

areas of the country most heavily contaminated by UXOs and other remnants of war.  

Roots of Peace continues to work with these farmers to cultivate and market the 

high-value crop of black pepper. This year, Roots of Peace farmers saw an increase from 

$3/kg of black pepper to $10/kg of black pepper. In addition, a contract with buyers in 

New York was conrmed and in 2015, black pepper from Roots of Peace farmers will be 

offered in high-end restaurants in New York. With enhanced funding, Roots of Peace 

looks looks to scale up this program and expand black pepper production in more regions 

through Vietnam.

Roots of Peace is raising awareness about our work to transform former mineelds 

into thriving farmland through social media and an online crowdfunding campaign 

called CrowdRise. The Skoll Foundation is contributing matching funds for all 

participating organizations, so donate through CrowdRise, and your contributions 

will be leveraged. Check it out here: http://rootsofpeace.org/category/rop-events


