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This is a complete list of refugees in the Bible, both in the Old and New Testaments. For the 

posts on Faith and Forced Migration that discuss the topic of refugees in the Bible, please consult 

the following list.  

The Bible and Refugees: Old Testament 

The Bible and Refugees: Prophets 

Refugees in the Bible: Old Testament 

The Bible and Refugees: New Testament 

 

Old Testament 

Noah (Genesis 6-9) 

Forced to migrate because of natural disaster. 

 

Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 12-13) 

Forced to migrate because of famine, tribal conflict, and ethnic conflict.  

 

Lot (Genesis 14) 

Taken as a prisoner of war. 

 

Hagar (Genesis 16) 

Forced to flee because of her master’s persecution.  

 

Hagar and Ishmael (Genesis 21) 

Forced to flee again because of their master’s persecution.  

 

Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 26) 

Forced to migrate because of famine.  

 

Jacob (Genesis 27, 31, and 47) 

Forced to flee because of a threat to his life, financial exploitation, and famine.  

 

Esau (Genesis 36) 

Forced to migrate because of scarcity and conflict.  

 

Joseph (Genesis 37) 

Victim of international human trafficking.  

 

Moses and the Israelites (Exodus) 

Forced to flee mass oppression and enslavement.  

 

Naomi (Ruth) 

Forced to migrate because of famine.  
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David (1 Samuel 18-31) 

Forced to flee political persecution multiple times.  

 

Elijah (1 Kings 17-19) 

Forced to flee persecution and drought.  

 

The Israelites (2 Kings 17 and 24) 

Taken into exile during the invasion of Assyria in 722 BCE and Babylon in 586 BCE.  

 

Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra and Nehemiah) 

Refugees who return to Israel to rebuild their homeland.  

 

Esther (Esther) 

Refugee to Babylon who becomes the Queen of Persia.  

 

Jeremiah (Jeremiah 43) 

Taken by force to Egypt to seek refuge from the Babylonian invasion.  

 

Ezekiel (Ezekiel) 

Refugee in Babylon.  

 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel) 

Refugees in Babylon who rise to prominence in the government of Persia.  

 

New Testament 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (Matthew 2) 

Flee from Nazareth to Egypt to escape from King Herod’s edict to kill all male children under 

two years old.  

 

The Early Church (Acts, especially 8, 11) 

The early New Testament church experienced periods of widespread persecution.  

 

Philip (Acts 8) 

Forced to move his preaching ministry to Samaria after the death of Stephen, the first Christian 

martyr.  

 

Aquila and Pricilla (Acts 18) 

Jews who were forced to leave Rome by an order of the emperor Claudius.  
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