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      RECOMMENDATION : SUPPORT  
 
The CITES Secretariat supports listing of the 
porbeagle shark on Appendix II with the following 
annotation: “The entry into effect of the inclusion of 
Lamna nasus in Appendix II of CITES will be 
delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve 
related technical and administrative issues”. 
 
The porbeagle shark occurs worldwide in temperate and cold-temperate seas. In the Northern 
Hemisphere it is distributed in the North Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean. In the Southern Hemisphere it 
is found in a circumglobal band of temperate water of the southern Atlantic, southern Indian Ocean, 
southern Pacific and Antarctic Ocean1.  
 
The porbeagle shark has a low reproductive capacity. The species is extremely slow to reach sexual 
maturity (18 to 26 years), has a long gestation period (8 to 9 months), and generally bears small litters of 
only 4 pups2.  
 
In 2007 at CoP14 (Prop.15), and in 2010 at CoP15 (Prop.17), the porbeagle shark was proposed for 
Appendix II, but the proposals failed to achieve the 2/3rds majority votes required for the listing.  
 
The porbeagle shark is listed in Annex 1 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and 
Appendix II of CMS (Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals)3.  
 
THREAT TO PORBEAGLE SHARKS 
Overexploitation by unregulated unsustainable longline fisheries (targeted and as bycatch) is the major 
threat to the species, and to a lesser extent, the international demand for their fins. 
 
PORBEAGLE SHARKS MEET THE CRITERIA FOR LISTING ON APPENDIX II 
The North Atlantic population has been seriously depleted (~90%) by commercial fisheries for high value 
meat. In the Northwest Atlantic, female spawning stock has decreased to 10% of previous levels4.  
 
In 2009, ICES gave the following advice for Northeast Atlantic porbeagle: “Given the state of the stock, no 
targeted fishing for porbeagle should be permitted, bycatch should be limited, and landings of porbeagle 
should be prohibited.” The 2009 joint ICCAT-ICES assessment of porbeagle sharks reported that recovery 
of the stock under zero fishing mortality would take about15 to 34 years5.   
 
The IUCN Red List considers the porbeagle shark as Vulnerable globally, Endangered in the Northwest 
Atlantic, and Critically Endangered in Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea6.  
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The Mediterranean population is on the verge of extinction with a population decline of more than 99.99% 
since the mid-20th century7. Only 15 specimens were caught during research conducted in 1998-1999 on 
large pelagic fisheries in the Southern Adriatic and Ionian Sea8. 
 
A CITES Appendix II listing for porbeagle sharks will relieve fishing pressure, regulate international trade in 
their meat and fins, complement RFMO measures, and assist efforts to reverse the unsustainable 
exploitation of the species.   
 
The current FAO Expert Advisory Panel considered the species as a whole meets the decline criteria for 
CITES Appendix II9.  
 
The extent and rate of decline exceeds the qualifying levels for inclusion in CITES Appendix II, while some 
depleted populations now qualify for CITES Appendix I. 
 
An Appendix II listing will not prohibit domestic trade in the species but may preclude this species from 
being listed on Appendix I in the near future. 
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