
TREE TAGGING 
  

IDENTIFY YOUR BLOCK’S PARKWAY TREES AND CALCULATE THEIR BENEFIT 
 

Why? 
 Have fun  

 Engage all ages 

 Turn everyone on your block into a tree hugger 
 

What you’ll need 
 Tree identification guide 

 Measuring tape 

 Smart phone (to access tree benefits calculator) 

 Tree tags (available at the Morton Arboretum, or 
make your own) 

 Markers 

 Hole punch 

 String 
 

Four steps 
 

1. Find out if your community has conducted a TREE INVENTORY. If so, step #2 will be 
a lot quicker. Oak Park’s tree inventory is available via the village web site, 
http://www.oak-park.us, search “tree inventory.” Check that the inventory data is 
current. Trees may have been removed or planted. 
  
2. Identify each tree’s SPECIES and DIAMETER. If you town has a tree inventory, this 
data will be in it. If your town does not have a tree inventory, you will have to 
determine this information on your own. Many tree guides are available online, or you 
can buy a printed one, such as the popular Fandex Family Field Guides: Trees. For 
diameter, use a tape measure to measure around the trunk 4 ½ feet off the ground.  
 
3. Use the National Tree Benefit calculator to estimate each tree’s benefit. It’s at 
www.treebenefits/com. You can use a smart phone for this. 
 
4. Tag it! Laminated tags are available at the Morton Arboretum, or make your own. 

 

Tips 
 Do this in teams of 3-4 people. Mix kids and adults.  

 Allow plenty of time. Blocks typically have several dozen trees. It might be 
necessary to break this into two days. Identify and calculate size one day; do 
calculations and tagging another day.  

 Generate fun facts. What’s the total annual benefit of all parkway trees on 
your block? Which tree offers the most benefit?  

 If you can’t identify a tree, or you find one that looks unhealthy, contact the 
Morton Arboretum.  
 

--Mary Chris Jaklevic 

http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/community-trees-program/celebrating-trees/celebrating-arbor-day-your-community
http://www.oak-park.us/
http://www.treebenefits/com

