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Grand Canyon Synod - Mission Partnership 
God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Summary 

Since its founding in 1951 as Bethany, San Juan Bau1sta Lutheran Church has served the spiritual needs of the 

south Tucson community. The parish has evolved from an English-speaking congrega1on to the present predom-

inantly Spanish-speaking membership, the while serving as a witness of God’s love in the sec1on of the city. 

Arriving in November 2011, Pastor Hildegardo Gonzalez was ini1ally on a part-1me assignment. He now serves 

as the full-1me pastor and has given leadership development a strong emphasis. He oversaw the organiza1on of 

the church council in October 2012 and thus con1nues to provide training and guidance to parishioners who 

lead a variety of church groups. Among the offerings are a youth group, First Communion instruc1on, Adult Bible 

Studies, English classes and even a Zumba group. All the while Mass a?endance has gradually increased from 80 

to 120 worshipers with several visitors a?ending each week.  

In the summer of 2012, repair of a modular building that had been abandoned was ini1ated. Upon comple1on, 

this building will serve as the Community Learning Center. Along with the groups already mee1ng, this center 

will allow the parish to offer addi1onal ac1vi1es to the surrounding community. With the dona1on of eight com-

puters, an aCer school homework program will be offered along with Sunday School and other church groups. 

This building will enable San Juan Bau1sta Lutheran Church to con1nue to demonstrate Chris1an beliefs and 

prac1ces in the Tucson area. 

At the present 1me, the most pressing need of the parish is to replace the current evapora1ve cooler with air 

condi1oning in order to make worship a more pleasant experience. Fund raising is proceeding at a slow pace, 

and the parish is hoping to find addi1onal funding to realize this project.  

Funding Streams 2013 

ELCA Churchwide, CSM Unit .............  25,000 

GCS (through EVLTS) Grant  ........... ... 15,000 

Support from Congrega1ons............. 19,000 

NELM Commitment.......................... ... 9,600 

Individual Dona1ons......................... ... 3,900 

Total Income 2013 ........................... $72,500 

Mission Partnerships 

• Congrega1ons in the Sunrise and Santa Cruz Conferences

• Other GCS congrega1ons

Expenses 2013 

Benevolence (all) .................................. 1,000 

Staff (all) ............................................. 55,400 

Program ................................................ 6,000 

Property .............................................. 10,100 

Total Expenses .................................. $72,500 

Mission Statement 

As one body in Christ, anointed by the Holy Spirit, nourished by the Word of God, and the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion, San Juan Bau1sta Lutheran Church welcomes all of Gods people in Tucson regardless of race, col-

or, gender, sexual preference or social status. 


