APPENDIX A:  A Model for a Community Bible Study
Leader:  Open with Prayer  

(Suggestion:  Almighty God, we look to your Word for guidance and hope.  Open our hearts and our minds that we may hear your word for us.  Guide us through your word to hear the good news for our lives together through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.)
A.  One person reads the lesson (See Text Suggestions for a Community Bible Study, Appendix B)
· In silence write one word or phrase from the lesson that seems significant.

· Each person shares the word or phrase without additional comment.

B.
A second person reads the lesson.
· In silence reflect on what this passage is saying to you.

· Each person may share his/her reflection without additional comment.

C. 
A third person reads the lesson.
· Each person reflects using only one sentence or less on what this passage is saying to the congregation at this time, while you are in the call process.

If time allows, a 10-20 minute open discussion may be included at this time.

Closing Prayer:
Leader:   Lord God, we are your servants in need of your love.  

The leader then offers a prayer for the person on her/his right. That person prays for the person on her/his right, continuing around the room until each person has been included.

Close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

