APPENDIX I:  An Affirmation of a Call Committee
P = Pastor           C = Congregation              CC = Call Committee members

P:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, in times of change and transition you provide leaders to guide and direct us.  Through them, you lead us over the rough places, and comfort us when we are afraid.  We pray today that you will send your Spirit to be with these leaders and each one of us during this time of discernment.  We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

P:  Do you, the people of ____(church)_____ promise to hold this Call Committee in prayer?

C:  We do.

P:  Will you accept their leadership, support them in their work, and encourage them in their deliberation?

C:  We will.
P:  (To the Call Committee) - You have prayerfully been selected to serve this congregation in selecting a pastoral candidate.  You have been asked to give generously of your time.  You have been entrusted with this responsibility on behalf of the whole congregation.  Do you accept this responsibility and trust?

CC:  We do.
P:  Will you faithfully participate in the process, support one another in meetings, and call upon the Spirit for guidance and direction in all you do?

CC:  We will.
P:  Let us pray - Lord, Bless this committee, its work and its decisions, that through them we might all be strengthened to serve you.  Bless each member of the committee, that she or he might have the compassion, wisdom and energy to fulfill this responsibility.  Keep us strong in faith and resolute in proclaiming the gospel to all people.  We pray in the name of Jesus, our Lord.  Amen.  

(Also, see Appendix W, Prayers for Use Throughout Call Process, for other prayers affirming the work of the Call Committee.)
