APPENDIX W:  Prayers for Use Throughout Call Process
During the Transition Time
Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment.  Fill our leaders with your wisdom.  Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do.  Lead us and guide us, O Lord, to be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a new pastor continues.  Bless all who have taken on extra responsibility, and fill them with a sense of your love and presence.  We pray in your Son's name, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For the Work of the Call Committee 
Almighty God, giver of all good gifts:  Look on your Church with grace and guide the minds of those who shall choose a pastor for this congregation, that we may receive a faithful servant who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Lutheran Book of Worship, pg. 46)

Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on us! We thank you that throughout the generations you have raised up men and women to serve your church in all times and in all places.  As we go about the task of calling a new pastor to serve with us, we pray for a spirit of mutual trust and for the ability to speak fully and listen faithfully to each other.  We pray for the spirit of wisdom to be in our midst as we go about the task to which we have been called.  We give thanks for all who have served this congregation as servants of your Word, especially do we remember [at this time, names of former and present pastors, deaconesses, associates in ministry, diaconal ministers, and lay leaders in congregations may be spoken by those gathered].  Fill us with the love, grace, and confidence that can only come from you, In Jesus' Name.  Amen.

During Interviews

God, keep us mindful of your presence among us as we seek to discern your will for us.  We pray that you will help us see beyond our own needs to the needs of your whole church.  We pray that you will open our eyes to new possibilities and opportunities of being your people. Guide us and lead us O Lord.  Amen.

At Meetings

Life giving God, create among us a desire to do your will.  Open our hearts to your Word. Lead us as we seek to lead.  Guide us as we seek to guide. God, we desire a new pastor to be among us to lead us and walk with us.  Direct us as we wait.  Bless all who serve in the congregation, especially those who have the responsibility to lead us in the call process.   Bless us Lord Jesus.  Amen.  
