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Appendix 2.  

Faculty Guide for using Decision Tool. Permission Granted. 

PRECEPTOR GUIDE TO SAUCHEC ETHICS CASES 

FOR PRECEPTORS ONLY  

Background 

This ethics introduction aims to assist providers in their ability to IDENTIFY ethical 

dilemmas and the persons involved in them. Similar to the “Reporter – Interpreter – Manager 

– Educator” model that describes a student’s progression to practice, a provider must identify 

an ethical dilemma before attempting to resolve it.  This approach assists providers in their 



ability to identify ethical dilemmas rather than with the methods or philosophies to interpret 

and/or manage them, as most have previously been exposed to several strategies for solving 

ethical dilemmas.    

Overall Guidance 

Step 1: 

• After reading the case, ask interns to identify the ethical dilemma 

o If able to formulate a dilemma: explore how they arrived at it.  

o If unable to formulate a dilemma move to Step 2, return to Step 1 later. 

Step 2:   

• Ask them who is involved. 

o If they don’t ask about a party do not provide them with that party’s 

associated information. 

o When they identify an involved party ask them what they would ask to 

determine the party’s priorities/metrics? 

o Examples of approaches they might take: 

§ “What is most important to you regarding this decision/treatment?” 

§ “What are your biggest concerns regarding this 

decision/treatment?” 

§ “What would you like to see happen?” 

o If the party involves a policy or law, ask them where they might look it up.  

(Survival guide, SAUSHEC website) 

§ Associated policies/laws are included in each case – but again, only 

provide it to your group if they mention looking them up 



• Provide information based on what they ask and how – if they ask a close-ended 

question only answer their question.  If they only ask about one family member 

(etc) only give them one vantage. 

o This is especially important for their first case, as it will be the one they 

present to the ethics committee.  After the first case if your group is 

struggling to identify critical information you can provide more guidance. 

Step 3: 

• Based on their conclusions from Step 1 and 2, help interns formulate three options 

and account for pros/cons of each. 

Step 4:  

• The students should select one option.  You, the preceptor, don’t have to agree with 

their choice.   

• This can be an opportunity to focus on a particular aspect of the case – resources for 

doing so have been included for each case.  It might also be a good time to re-

organize the information using Jonson’s Four Boxes (attached on the next page) to 

further assist them in their interpretation of the data they identified earlier.   

o These boxes won’t answer the ethical dilemma – they just help reorganize the 

data. 

• Explore how they would share their decision with the parties involved. 

o Would they loop in hospital command? 

o Would they share it with the patient before offering to have a family meeting? 

etc. 

 



REMINDER:  

EACH GROUP SHOULD BE PREPARED TO PRESENT THEIR FIRST CASE TO 

THE ETHICS COMMITTEE.  THEY SHOULD IDENTIFY THE PROBLEM, THE 

KEY PLAYERS AND THEIR VALUES AND THEN BRIEFLY DEFEND THEIR 

POSITION. 

 

This humanities lesson plan is excerpted with permission from: 

Health Humanities in Post-Graduate Medical Education, (Oxford University Press, 2018) 

Allan D. Peterkin and Anna Skorzewska (eds)  

For more info, go to:  https://global.oup.com/academic/product/health-humanities-in-post-

graduate-medical-education-9780190849948?cc=ca&lang=en& 

	


