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Garden lesson: 

Simple 
Machines 









• The Way Things 
Work by David 
Macaulay 

• Science journals 

• CPS Science 
Grade 5 
PowerPoint 
presentation on 
simple machines 



Sample$Page$from$CPS$PowerPoint:$
Inclined$Plane$$

•  Makes&it&easier&to&move&objects&upward,&but&

you&have&to&go&further&horizontally&

•  Examples::&highway&or&sidewalk&ramp,&stairs,&

inclined&conveyor&belts,&switchback&roads&or&

trails&









Students identify and draw the 
simple machines in the cider press. 



©&Holly&Fowler&/&Northbound&Ventures,&LLC&

Student$Drawing$&$Journal$Entry$

"This project helped me learn 
about physics. I think it 
helped me learn more than if we 
just had written notes. Drawing 
the parts of the cider press 
helped me to really understand 
the simple machines."  !
--Ellie, 5th grade student!



Students analyze 
kitchen 
implements to 
practice “finding” 
and drawing 
simple machines.  



  Students were invested in learning about simple 
machines because they would be using the machines 
in the next class. They had real work to do, and simple 
machines were clearly visible and crucial to the 
process.  

  Students enjoyed being responsible for the making of 
the cider and for helping their kindergarten buddies. 

  They understood each of the different simple 
machines and saw how they provided a mechanical 
advantage.  

  The cider pressing allowed our study of simple 
machines to turn into hands-on, meaningful work--with 
a treat of fresh pressed cider to drink at the end!  



  Spend two classes introducing the concepts 
and one or two classes on follow up:�
  1st class reading based,�
  2nd class looking for simple machines in kitchen 

implements. �
  3rd class cider pressing�
  4th class makes a slide show of photos and drawings. &


